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Dear Parent/Carer, 
Mr Bielby, Mr Sharp and I have recently interviewed all of our Year 11 students for the second time this 
academic year to discuss their progress and their chosen post 16 learning pathways.  We delight in listening to 
the hopes and ambitions of our students and, in the vast majority of cases, the efforts that they are making to 
achieve them.  Recently we have regrouped students in maths and English based on the areas for 
improvement identified in the first trial exams of the year. They overwhelmingly report that this is having a 
positive impact on their learning and progress and that they welcome the changes that we have made. 

One of our reasons for seeing every student is to ask them what else the school can do to support them as 
they prepare for their GCSE exams.  I am delighted to report that the answer is almost invariably that they feel 
that we are doing everything they would want.  In the few cases where individuals request additional 
interventions we are usually able to put them in place. 

The students are now preparing for their second trial exams in early March. We wish them well and will be 
interviewing them again when they get their results, once again to check on progress. Following this we will 
have a programme of provenly successful masterclasses, tutorials and focussed workshops to help complete 
their preparations for the real thing in the Summer 

Over 120 of the year 11 students have applied and been offered a place in our sixth form college (HC6F). They 
were asked to indicate their chosen courses so that we could try to adjust our timetable to accommodate 
them.  Having consulted our timetabling team, I can report that all will be able to follow their preferred course, 
where sufficient other students have chosen the course to make it viable. 

Denis Oliver 
Executive Headteacher

Year 11 
Year 11 will have an additional exam week starting on Monday 5th March. Students will have access to 
examinations for all their GCSE subjects. The Year 11 tutor team will share the overview timetable of 
examinations with their tutor group next week. In addition, students and parents will receive an individual copy 
of the timetable prior to half term. As part of our examination provision, we will be running a results day for 
Year 11 students on Monday 26th March. Parents will  have access to electronic copies of both inteirm 3 data 
and Trial Examination data on Monday 26th March.  
In this week’s assembly, Year 11 students were reminded of the importance of asking for help, looking after 
themselves, demonstrating commitment and engagement towards their studies, in order to secure success for 
themselves. Students must be actively preparing for this examination week to support their academic 
progression.  
In our next Year 11 assembly on Thursday 15th February, the NCS (National Citizen 
Service) will attend. The NCS is a government backed programme for those aged 16-17, 
which takes place during the school holidays. We offer students access to the NCS 
scheme as it enables students to participate in social action projects and helps to 
develop the skills employers value - confidence, leadership and communication. In 
addition, many of our Sixth Form students have utilised this as a key aspect of their 
personal statements when applying to university. If you would like to find out more prior 
to this assembly please access the following link: http://www.ncsyes.co.uk/  
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MFL Linguists of the Month 
Well done to all our linguists who have already made a fantastic start to 2018! Our older students have been giving 
out certificates and badges this week to recognise your outstanding learning attitudes. January’s Linguists of the 
Month are: 
For ENTHUSIASM - Hannah Domeney, Eve Skinner, Dawid Nawrocki, Keira Cranstone, Eliza 
Barratt, Charlotte Braka, Lewis Turner 
For COOPERATION - Caitlin Gaynor, Zoe Hill, Lucy Hamilton, William Guy, Ted Whitby, 
Barnaby Preston, Frankie Wood 
For RESPECT - Evanthe Thirwell, Ruby Barnhill, Macy Banks, Marianne Hamilton, Harriet 
Holyoak, Nicholas White, Holly Talbot 
For AMBITION - Mia Cohen, Isabel Beardsell, Antonia Gilmore-Noble, Issy O'Brian, Sam 
Stephens 
For PERSEVERANCE - Eleanor Elson, Leanne Smith, Jamie Trusslers, Louis Parkinson-
Sykes 

https://twitter.com/hccs1978?lang=en
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The Nell Jones short story competitions 
Last week saw the launch of the inaugural Nell Jones short 
story competition.  The competition is for years 9 and 10 and 
runs alongside the BBC Radio 2 500 words competition which 
we are promoting with years 7 and 8.  Students in years 9 
and 10 are being asked to write a short story of no more than 
500 words to enter the competition and then upload it to the 
Google classroom. Nell’s parents are sponsoring this 
competition and Mrs Jones is one of our guest judges. The 
deadline is 22nd February. 

The BBC Radio 2 short story competition also closes on 22nd 
February, students should upload their story on to the 500 
words website and also email a copy to 500words@hccs.info.  
Both of these competitions offer a genuine opportunity to 
showcase the creative writing talents of students at HCCS. 
This is certainly one of the areas that many of our students 
excel in and we look forward to reading and sharing some 
truly outstanding stories written by members of our school 
community. 

Nell Jones Short Story

mailto:500words@hccs.info
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School Vacancies 
We are currently advertising a number of vacancies: 

School Cleaner 
Alternative Provision Manager 
Food, Nutrition & Textiles Teacher. 

Please click here 
for more info

Young Voices 2018  
Young Voices had a brilliant time at the huge Young Voices concert at Manchester Arena on 23rd 
January. With a choir of over 5000 students, we danced and sang the night away. With medleys such 
as a Pop Medley and Name that Toon, and gentle songs including The Call and Why We Sing there was 
something for everyone. We enjoyed performances by dance group Urban Strides, a cappella group The 
Magnets and various others.  
It is hard to explain the sheer scale of the event, hopefully the photos give you some sense of this. It 
really is quite a sight!  
Thank you as ever to all of the students involved who were wonderful throughout the day. 

https://twitter.com/hccs1978?lang=en
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Y10 D&T Coffee Table 
This is a fantastic example of a Year 10 coffee 
table made by Robin Hibbs 10AL (a work in 
progress). Robin, a talented amateur magician, 
has laminated a whole deck of cards under a 
layer of crystal clear epoxy resin to make a 
stunning and robust surface. 

Alan Turing Cryptography Competition 

It has been a successful week for HCCS in the Alan Turing 
Cryptography Competition. Out of over 1000 teams across the 
country, Jake Roberts (9VS) came in first place with Florence 
Graham (9NH), Ferne Ashton (9EF), Elliot Hepplewhite-Ford (9BS) 
and Katie McGougan (9VS) finishing in close second. Well done! 

HCCS and the Youth Parliament 2018 - Make your mark! 
All pupils from years 7-13 will have their chance to cast a vote to nominate a candidate that they 
feel best represents the young people of Cheshire East.  
This is an exciting opportunity for the young people of Holmes Chapel to have a say in the issues 
that really matter to them. All pupils will be scrutinising what the candidates stand for and casting 
our vote by 16th February. 
For any more information speak to Mr Roberts or our 6th Form Community Rep Kate McKay 
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Primary Indoor Athletics 
Around 120 pupils from the partner primary schools along with 20 students from HCCS competed 
and officiated respectively in last week’s annual indoor athletics championships. A fantastic 
occasion watched as always by many parents and relatives saw Holmes Chapel Primary School win 
overall. Pictured are the mighty Chelford team. Congratulations to all the students who participated 
to make the event so enjoyable. 

 

Indoor Athletics Review  
Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School athletes were in fine 
form against Sandbach school and Alsager school in the 
annual indoor athletics competition. The competition took place 
on Tuesday 23rd of January at Sandbach leisure centre with 
three schools competing for the title. The events ranged from 
sprinting to throwing and  jumping, trying to find the fastest and 
strongest athletes in Cheshire East. As well as, relay races to 
see which school had the best teamwork and the gruelling long 
distance events to test our athletes perseverance. 

Y7 Girls Y7 Boys Y8 Girls Y8 Girls

2nd 
place

Winners 3rd 
place

Winners

Governor Election 
Deadline for nominations for 2 vacancies for Parent Governor is Monday 5th 
February at 3.30pm—please place nominations in the box provided in the general 
office or e-mail to Pauline.challinor@hccs.info. Click here for more information.  
Deadline for 2 vacancies for Community Governor is 28th February 2018  

Y7- Girls 
Lucy Bird (C) 
Poppy Frances 
Scarlett Newport 
Hannah Domeney 
Sophie Graham 
Eve Skinner 
Bethan Percy 
Verity Otter 

Y8- Girls 
Macey Preece (C) 
Jenna Pass 
Mya Dempsey 
Daisy Barber 
Emily Morley 
Caitlyn Gaynor 
Emily Bailey 
Amy Smith 

Y7- Boys 
Rohan Fernando 
Oliver Challinor 
Ted Bradbury 
Mackenzie O'Brien 
Hudson Walmsley 
Sean Ritchie 
Zach Bennett 

Y8- Boys 
Jake Wilson 
Will Guy 
Billy Wilson 
Jake Humphreys 
Luke Mayes 
Ben Bennett 
Henry Evans 
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