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Dear Parent/Carer 
In this, the final newsletter of the year, we look back on the activities at Holmes Chapel and throughout 
England and Europe during Alternative Learning Week. Some of the party leaders have submitted brief 
summaries which make up the body of this newsletter. However, the twitter feeds during the week 
captured its variety and vibrancy and they can be accessed via this link. This week’s highlights were a 
superb Summer Concert on the school field on Tuesday Evening and today’s Whole School Assembly 
which, as usual, focus on one of our Six Attitudes for Effective Learning, this time Enthusiasm. For even 
more info search the school’s hashtag #DoLoads into the twitter search bar.  

At the end of this Newsletter, we have included the fantastic first edition of 'News For You' which is 
written by a voluntary group of Year 7 students. Mrs Barlow and Miss Royle have been meeting with 
them over the last term at lunchtimes deciding roles and events that they'd like to cover. Their 
teachers are very proud of the result and would like to share it with you. 

I will end the term by thanking you for your ongoing support and wishing you a very pleasant summer. 

Denis Oliver 
Executive Headteacher

Austria ALW 
Das war wunderbar! We have had a successful four day tour of 
Vienna. 
Students had the opportunity to visit the Freud museum, 
Mauthausen, Narrenturm, Jewish museum, and experience the 
history of Vienna through walking tours. We have been 
particularly pleased with the conduct of our students, they were 
great ambassadors for the school. . The parental support was 
phenomenal; they have really been appreciative of the work that 
has gone into giving their child a worthwhile experience. This trip 
has epitomised the core purpose of alternative learning week, this 
has enriched the understanding of our curriculum areas and 
given our young people a chance to develop personal skills. 

https://hccs1978.wixsite.com/hccs/twitter-feeds
https://hccs1978.wixsite.com/hccs/twitter-feeds
https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&vertical=default&q=%23DoLoads&src=typd
https://twitter.com/hccs_world
https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
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Mathematics ALW 
On Monday, we had Year 8 students looking at the maths behind roller coasters whilst on a trip to Alton 
Towers - the talks were engaging and it was fun to experience the maths in action as we explored the 
park. The students that stayed behind spent the day exploring the wonders of Pascal's Triangle and the 
patterns hidden within it, leading to some university level maths around Fractals and Sierpinski's triangle.  
On Wednesday our Year 7s spent the day at Jodrell Bank and had a great time exploring space and the 
maths and physics involved with the radio telescopes. 
On Thursday we stayed in school for a carousel with Year 8. Each form group spent the day trying out 8 
different activities including, amongst others, origami, maze design, a beetle drive, rotational symmetry 
drawing, a treasure hunt and code breaking.  
It was a fabulous week, with the students and staff having a wonderful time playing with maths and 
seeing how it works in the 'real' world.  

https://twitter.com/hccs_istem
https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
https://twitter.com/hccs_comms
https://twitter.com/hccs_istem
https://twitter.com/hccs_perform
https://twitter.com/hccs_world
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MFL trip to Rhineland ALW 
We arrived back, exhausted, at the end of a journey with 
more ‘Umleitungen’ and diversions than I have ever known 
in one day! But even this couldn’t spoil a week full of 
memories that will last a long time. 

We marvelled at the grandeur of Cologne Cathedral, 
discovered more about chocolate than we thought was 
possible, honed our athletics skills in the Olympic and 
Sports Museum and played 3-D mini golf in the dark - and 
that was just the first day! We followed that by unearthing 
the darkest secrets of Marksburg castle, paid the ferryman 
and cruised the Rhine and still got home in time to cheer 
on England in THAT match. The week’s activities ended 
with thrills and spills at Phantasialand. On the hottest day 
of the week, the water rides were a popular choice. 

We were so proud of the students we took with us. Fewer 
arguments and tidier rooms than I have ever known before 
on a trip. Polite, punctual students who showed resilience, 
organisational skills and supported each other brilliantly. 
Not forgetting the amusing comments, jokes and puns that 
kept us giggling all week. 

Many thanks to the Deutschland Dream Team for all their 
hard work in preparing and delivering a fantastic 
experience for all the HCCS students on the trip. 

Florence ALW 
What an action week we had at Florence and Mama Florence cookery school. We did, made, 
walked and ate loads, including the Duomo. Uffizi gallery, Boboli gardens, Piazza Vecchio tower, 
Ponte Vecchio bridge and of course several gelaterias and a spot of retail therapy! The students 
were superb ambassadors for the school. They made a variety of dishes including pizza, tortellini, 
gelato, tagliatelle, biscotti, tiramisu to name a  few. Our top chef of the week was Jenny Bennett, 
but all of them fully embraced every activity and were a pleasure to be with.  

 

 

https://twitter.com/hccs_comms
https://twitter.com/hccs_istem
https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
https://twitter.com/hccs_comms
https://twitter.com/hccs_istem
https://twitter.com/hccs_perform
https://twitter.com/hccs_world
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London ALW 
Forty eight students ventured to London with the Drama department and had the unforgettable 
experience of participating in two professional actors workshops led by West End professionals. We 
also donned our high vis jackets and hard hats to undertake a backstage tour at the iconic 
National Theatre. Two tasty meals at Hard Rock and Rainforest cafes before going to see two 
incredible West End shows - 'The Lion King' and 'The Comedy About a Bank Robbery'. Our trip 
ended with a trip to the quirky Camden Market. A memorable time was had by all!  
 

 

Textiles ALW 
Wearable Art  
 

 

https://twitter.com/hccs_perform
https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
https://twitter.com/hccs_comms
https://twitter.com/hccs_istem
https://twitter.com/hccs_world
https://twitter.com/hccs_perform


Thank you, from all of us at HCCS & HC6F. 
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6th Form ALW 
What a fantastic week the Sixth Form have had. Whilst many students were fortunate to be heading off 
on their various trips to Germany, Vienna and London to name but a few, the others got to the important 
business of planning their futures. Monday we began with a real focus on looking at post 18 options and 
students had the opportunity to research and explore many exciting options available to them. Tuesday 
students had the option to head off to Liverpool University for a visit or to stay in College for a day of 
exploring apprenticeships. Both groups of students found this day extremely informative. Wednesday saw 
a day of leadership training for our student leaders. All those taking part embraced this day with full 
commitment and enthusiasm. Thursday was a real highlight as we welcomed Year 11 into the Sixth Form 
for a morning of team building. Student leaders led mixed groups of students throughout the morning 
and put their training from the previous day to good use. Friday saw us all head off to Alton Towers for a 
well earned more relaxed day. Students were exceptional, all week. They showed excellent attitudes 
throughout and were an absolute pleasure to be with and a credit to the Sixth Form. 
 

 

Student Services  
Our core purpose is to enable all students to learn and to achieve. To facilitate this all students in Years 
7 to 11 must wear the Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School uniform. This uniform provides 
standardisation and allows for equality of opportunity, ensuring that our students wear their uniform with 
pride and maintain the school’s high standard of dress.  
Please follow the link below to ensure your child has the appropriate uniform for September. 
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/0e64df_e29c38c3e06f4775a022f209c423b1ef.pdf  

For advice and information on social media sites, keeping your child safe online please check out the 
link below. It has some fantastic information on there 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers   

Is your child old enough to be left home alone during the holidays? 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/leaving-child-home-alone/   

Are you concerned about your child’s mental health or wellbeing? Camhs (Child and adolescent mental 
health services) have provided a new out of hours helpline - 

http://www.cwp.nhs.uk/media/3831/cyp-out-of-hours-advice-line-d-cypooh-18-759.pdf  

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/0e64df_e29c38c3e06f4775a022f209c423b1ef.pdf
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/leaving-child-home-alone/
http://www.cwp.nhs.uk/media/3831/cyp-out-of-hours-advice-line-d-cypooh-18-759.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/0e64df_e29c38c3e06f4775a022f209c423b1ef.pdf
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/leaving-child-home-alone/
http://www.cwp.nhs.uk/media/3831/cyp-out-of-hours-advice-line-d-cypooh-18-759.pdf
https://twitter.com/hc6f_college
https://twitter.com/hccs_comms
https://twitter.com/hccs_istem
https://twitter.com/hccs_perform
https://twitter.com/hccs_world


Welcome to the first edition of the KS3 
newspaper. We have got the latest news around 
school, with some extra facts on sport, the 
Cheshire show and more. We hope you enjoy it. 

 
7KE Triumph in Relay 

Cup 

By William Russel 

A school record breaking 
performance from 7KE means that 
they win the relay cup on their 
first attempt. They beat 9VS and 
9AR in the final. 

This is the best any tutor 
group under Mrs Edmonstone has 
ever done! (The previous being 
when her tutor won the plate, the 
second place award, a few years 
ago). 

Speaking to her tutor group 
after the victory, Mrs Edmonstone 
(head of Art) said she was “very 
proud of them” and “never 
imagined they would get this 
far.” As well as this, she said 
she had “never had a sporty tutor 

group” and was pleased to finally 
have one. 
 
1st place: 7KE 
Runners: Oliver Challinor, Owen 
Oiler, Rohan Fernando, Poppy 
Francis, Lottie Boden, Gracie 
Wrigley 
Tutor: Mrs Edmonstone; Art 
 
2nd place: 9VS 
Runners: Morgan Birks, Jake 
Bradley, Caitlin Hamilton, Jake 
Roberts, Esmee Thrasher, Nick 
White. 
Tutor: Mrs Sim; ICT 
 
3rd place: 9AR 
Runners: Roberta Dow, Eddie 
Mills, Abi Mackenzie, Aidan 
Berry, Charlotte Wint, Zach 
Thompson 
Tutor: Mr Rutter; Technology 
 

Battle of the Bands 
By Charlotte Braka 

 

This July, at 5pm after 
school, on Tuesday 3rd there was 
a competition in Theatre one. It 
was Battle of the Bands. A 
competition between different 
bands in school. They were 
challenged to create a music 
piece going, solo or in a group. 
The judges were Mrs Goulding, Mr 
Brooks (a Guitar teacher) and Mr 
Redford. A few of the bands, and 
people who did solos, were The 
Stickmen, Learn to Fly , Oceans 
on Mars and Imogen Harper. In the 
end the winners were Oceans on 
Mars, second place went to Imogen 
Harper and in third were the 
Stickmen. 

I had an Interview with one 
of the judges: Mrs Goulding. I 
asked her three questions: how do 
you think the bands did? Another 
was: what was fun about the 
night? And the final was: what 
does it take to win a competition 
like that? "All of the 



performances were fantastic! We 
saw a really good mix of acts 
from Solo performances, to duos 
and bands. Each act gave their 
all! It was fun seeing the 
reaction from the audience; from 
little dancing rockers in the 
crowd to the cheer from everyone 
at the end of each song. It was 
fun to see how much the 
performers enjoyed the experience 
and the announcement of the 
winners. Seeing the winners’ 
thrilled reaction was priceless. 

“It was also fun being able 
to offer comments beside Mr 
Redford and Mr Brooks on the 
panel, we gave the X-Factor a run 
for their money!” For the last 
question she answered with 
“Passion, excellent musicianship, 
determination and stage 
processes”. 

Lastly, a well done to 
Oceans on Mars, Imogen Harper and 
Stickmen for coming first second 
and third.  

Also, a big thank you to the 
staff who helped and to the 
people who came to watch. 

 

Sports day 
By Ben Knowles 

The atmosphere at sports day 
was electric. Multiple people 
said that it was fun and 
enjoyable. Other people said 
there was a great vibe and energy 
in the air. Some of the record 
breakers we: Macie Prece for 200 
meter sprint, Jake Wilson for the 
1500 meter, Charlotte Braka for 
discus and Matt Beatie for shot 
put. 

 

Your first year at HCCS 
By Eliza Barratt 

 

Hi everyone - Parents, 
teachers, Year 7 and the rest of 
the school. Welcome to my 
article. Hope you enjoy! 
 

So I’m 

sure you can still remember, 
(especially Y7) your first year 
at HCCS. 

For some of you, it could 
have been a very hard time, 
starting a new school or for 
others it could have been a big 
adventure with new opportunities. 
Whatever happens, this article 

will explain it all. 
 
Eliza Barratt 
(student in Year 7) 
When you start for 
the first time in 
Year 7, you feel 
like this...

 
Then maybe after, our 

residential, trips, clubs, 
lessons with friends, you feel so 
much better. Don’t worry if you 
are struggling to make friends, 
things will get better and feel 
you can feel like this!

 

Friendship is the best 
medicine.  You have someone to 
talk to and have fun with and 
that is the greatest thing that 
you can have in school and of 
course teachers- they bring your 
friendship together and help you 
learn new things. 



 
The trips 

We’ve been on some awesome 
trips like these ones below. 

Residential- What a great 
residential! A disco, dorms, 
activities and new buddies. 

Jodrell Bank- A trip with 
Maths that had some cool exhibits 
to see. 

The Museum of Science and 
Industry- Awesome activities and 
science experiments here. 

ALW trips- Some of you went 
to Italy, Germany and other 
amazing places. 

Sports day- Great sports day 
served with ice lollies. Yum! 

Y5 opening evening- A fab opening 
evening with maths, arts, 
English, languages, tech, PE and 
Science. 
What a nice year in Y7! 

 

ALW ITALY TRIP FLORENCE 
By Katy Longden 

 

The Italy cookery trip was 
called “amazing” by nearly 
everyone who went. On the first 
day it was a 2 hour flight in the 
early morning and a lot of the 
children were complaining about 
how early it was.  But once we 
were in the air people slept or 
were on their phones. 2 hours 
later we landed in Italy Florence 
{yay}. Then it was on the shuttle 
to the coach. One student even 
managed to leave his suitcase on 
the shuttle. How!  On the coach 
for our journey to the hotel, 
then we checked in. 
 

Day 2:  In the morning 
complimentary breakfast at the 
hotel then out to the cookery 
school, for lunch we made fresh 
pasta to make ravioli also 
meatballs with beef and pork was 
in it we also made biscotte, one 
with chocolate and one with nuts 
 

Day 3: In the morning 
breakfast at the hotel then out 
to see the Duomo then lunch. Now 
shopping then we started heading 
to mammas cookery school. When we 
were there we made pesto pasta, 
tiramisu, pizza and panzanella. 
 

Day 4: In the morning 
breakfast at the hotel, then 
shopping all morning at the 
market, then lunch after that 
cookery, we made two different 
types of pasta, gelato with 
chopped strawberries, goat cheese 
with caramelized brown sugar on 
top. 
 

Day 5: We had breakfast then 
we flew home. 
 

A Day in Cologne! 
By Finn Williams 

 

On Monday the 9th of July, 
40 students along with 4 members 
of staff set off for a long week 



The Lindt Chocolate factory in Cologne, Germany. 

in Cologne, Germany. A 14 hour 
journey, alongside various 
service station stops led us to 
the relatively cold weather of 
Germany. 

We started from our school, 
and then began our journey at 
4.00am! At about 12 we had 
arrived at Dover and boarded our 
ferry, which sailed the channel, 
directly to Dunkirk. 

Departing once more, soon 
after our arrival in Dunkirk, we 
met the roads again and headed to 
Cologne. Our journey made us 
travel through France and Belgium 
before we finally went into 
German airspace. But not at a 
cost, we missed our dinner! We 
ate at a small cafe and soon 
again we set off for the final 
time, and in hours we had arrived 
at our Hostel in Bad Marienberg. 

By this point, time was not 
on our hands as it was getting 
late. A quick unpack and a settle 
in later, it was time to sleep. 
Morning came, and we were down 
for breakfast at 8:30, and on the 
roads by 9:30. We were going to 
the Lindt Chocolate Factory, the 
Cologne Cathedral, the Football 
Museum and 3D golf! If you’re 
wondering what on earth 3D golf 
is, it’s regular mini golf, with 
a twist! 3D glasses had to be 
worn and we were put into a dark 
room, where everything seemed 3D! 
Even the golf ball seemed to 
light up and come to life! More 
on that later. 

The Cologne Cathedral - the 
first 
attraction 
of the 
day. Its 
height was 
incredible 
and the 
detail was 
breath-
taking. 
Although 
the 
outside 
was great, 
the inside 
wasn’t anything different to what 
you’d expect from a normal 
cathedral - well a little bigger, 
but you get the idea. 

The Chocolate Factory was 
great. Admiring the large 
chocolate sculptures and the 
unique back story of the fruit in 

which brings us our chocolate 
today. We learnt how much sugar 
was in our 100g bars, and it was 
truly incredible the amount of 
sugar we consume when enjoying a 
bar of chocolate. We also saw the 
masses of effort and time put 
into the making of chocolate. 
Here's a little tip, you’re 
naturally going to buy the 
cheaper bar of chocolate, right? 
Maybe it's not the best idea, it 
was found that the more expensive 
bars have less sugar, and will 
not only benefit your fitness, 
but will always help the less-
wealthy people, who have had the 
effort to farm the cocoa fruit. 

Upon the exit of the 
factory, a shop and chocolate 
fountain were there. The fountain 
was amazing, chocolate dripping 
down. We were given a little 
wafer in which was dipped inside 
the fountain, we all had seconds! 

Next a small walk across 
Cologne and we had arrived at the 
sports museum. Trophies, helmets 
and football boots all won and 
worn by Germany sportsman, very 
fascinating 

On the roof of the building, 
an Astroturf pitch was there, and 
by handing in my ID, I gained the 
trust of a football, in which we 
had a small match. Good fun! 

Next was the 3D golf. As 
briefly covered before, this was 
a regular golf course but with 
the power of 3D glasses, it all 
came to life. Lots of fun, and a 
real challenge as it was hard to 
see. 

We hit the roads once more 
and arrived at the hostel. We ate 
dinner, got ready for bed, and 
prepared for the next day! 
 

 
 



Thank You for reading to the 
end of our first edition 
newspaper. We hope to continue 
these for years to come, and 
would greatly appreciate your 
thoughts on the topic. We are 
always looking for volunteers, 
and would be happy to speak to 
people willing. With a special 
thanks to Charlotte Braka, 
William Russell, Joseph 
Barber, Harrison Jones, and 
the many guest writers that 
lent a hand; the wonderful 
team, without whom, this 
newspaper wouldn’t have 
happened. We hope you enjoyed 
it. 
Kind regards, 
Gareth Jones 

The Royal Cheshire 
Country Show. 
By Joseph Barber 

This year we went to the 
Cheshire Show, it has been 
entertaining Cheshire for 180 
years. The show started in 1838, 
we had a great time. William 
Russell said: “It was exciting 
with nice people around to help 
you.” Also, Thomas Devany said: 
“There was delicious food with a 
great Honda car simulator.” It 
was full of all sorts of things 
like: cars, games, rides, horse 
riding, food sales, a giant 
Ferris-wheel and a lot more. The 
Cheshire show is on during June. 
There was also Music performed at 
the bandstand. There was also 
many freebies at the show such 
as: Sunglasses, 
Leaflets, Pens, cheese, and 
magazines. 

I have some facts about the 
Cheshire show. The Cheshire show 
was founded by Stapleton Cotton 
the 1st, viscount of Combermere. 
He was a British army officer. As 
a junior officer he took part in 
the Flanders Campaign, in the 
Fourth Anglo-Mysore war. The 
first Cheshire show was held in 
Chester, this year it was held at 
Clay house farm in Knutsford. 

In 2013 they held their 175 
3anniversary of the Cheshire show 
and there were 80,000 visitors. 
We weren't lucky enough but you 
might be able to see a member of 
the Royal family like in 2015 
there was the Countess of Wessex. 

Garden of memories 
By Kate Taylor 

Over the past term we have 
seen the opening of the garden of 
memories. Long in the waiting, 
the opening was a big event with 
highlights such as the school 
choirs singing a beautiful piece 
and the special event was 
captured for all to see by BBC 
North West tonight. Overall, the 
garden has proved a hit with all 
the pupils. One student said 
‘’the garden is always bustling 
with people but somehow it still 
feels calming and peaceful’’ 
another said ‘’It is a true 
reminder of all the memories we 
have made’ 

One of the main features of 
the garden is a ‘river of 
pebbles’, a place where people 
can show their respects and leave 
a tribute. Mr Oliver said the 
pebbles enable all of us to 
contribute in our own personal 
and unique way, and will last for 
a very long time’’ The project 
was only completed down to the 
generous donations and gifts. The 
garden shows that when our small 
village wants to do something, we 
do not stop until it is done.  


