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Dear Parent/Carer

This has been a much quieter start to a much shorter half term.  It will culminate in its final week with our year 7 
students actively participating in their residential experience in Plas Menai Residential Centre on Anglesey.

While they are spending the week in alternative learning, years 11 and 13 will be taking their second set of trial 
exams which are essential in their preparation for GCE and GCSE examinations in the summer.

We are pressing on with our plans to transform the Sixth Form College accommodation into a more business-
like suite of multi use teaching and social spaces. Our architects have produced virtual reality presentations of 
what the spaces will be like with their vastly increased IT facilities and bespoke teaching and learning spaces.  
We will be asking selected members of years 10, 11 and 12 to experience virtual reality tours on Wednesday 
morning.  We will use their feedback in our final detailed planning.  We are also close to finalising the design for 
the canopy at the main entrance to the school and hope to be able to share some architect impressions with 
you in the near future.

Denis Oliver
Executive Headteacher

17/01/20

Year 9 options 2019

Dear Parents and Carers,

Many thanks to all Year 9 
parents and carers for all of your 
support in ensuring that the KS4 
options were completed by the 
deadline. We are now in the 
process of collating and 
processing all of these and we 
will be in touch with you later on 
in February with an update.
Kind regards,

Nathalie Gosset

Year 9
Options

Scholastic Book Fair

Friday 24th - Wednesday 29th January 2020 in the Library

The book fair brings a great selection of the very best and most popular 
books to entertain and inspire young people.
Books will be for sale during lunchtimes from Friday and after school on 
Monday 27th, Tuesday 28th and Wednesday 29th from 3.30 - 4.30pm.

Parents/carers you are very welcome to come in and help your 
son/daughter to pick some books.

Payment needs to be in cash.



Curriculum Enhancement Success

CE day 3 was a massive success. Teacher and pupils enthusiastically engaged with the various topics across all 
year groups. 

Year 7 - Sex  and Relationship Education. The work done here complemented the work done in science in 
year 7. We looked at what constitutes healthy relationships before moving on to look at differences in male and 
female physiology. 
Year 8 - Year 8 Drugs and Alcohol Abuse. We looked at identifying a range of drugs, the specific impacts on 
the body and the wider societal impacts in a social, economic and political sense. 
Year 9 - Managing our personal finances. This is a really crucial aspect of preparing ‘our learners for a 
changing world’. We looked at our short and longer term economic plan tied to our life goals. How do we 
achieve financial security and more importantly, how do we get there. 
Year 10 - Mental Health and Resilience. At a critical time for our year 10 students as they embark on their 
GCSEs, we had lessons in managing our mental health and building resilience. Practical and relevant tips were 
explored to help our year 10 students stay healthy and happy as we move towards our exams in year 11.
Year 11 - RE Speaker Conference. We arranged a number of faith speakers to come in and discuss key life 
questions with our year 11s. We had a Christian and Sikh speaker and both were very well received. Our 
students asked very relevant and profound questions to cross examine our guests views.
6th form - Study skills to help prepare them for the wider world. Year 12 focused on Skills for success in the 
workplace as well as Online Reputation and Social Networking.  Year 13 looked at Money skills and budgeting.



Uniform, Standards and Punctuality

Punctuality
Many thanks to parents for your response to ensure the students 
are in school on time for 8.40am. This week we have seen a reduction 
in the number of students late to school. A reminder that there is now 
only one bell and students need to be through the gate and at their form
room by 8.40am each morning.

Uniform
Whilst we generally have excellent standards of uniform at HCCS, we have asked all staff to be proactive when 
insisting that all students wear their uniform correctly. As a reminder, so that you can support this at home, we 
have in particular been focusing on:
• Skirts worn at the correct length
• Hoodies should not be worn
• Trainers are not permitted as part of school uniform. We have had a number of boys wearing the trainers in 

this picture and want to remind parents that they are not permitted. Many thanks for your support with this.

Year 11 Maths Topic Boosters

All Year 11 will be receiving a topic breakdown from the November mock to show which 
topics they need to focus on in their revision.  At the bottom of this breakdown are topic 
booster sessions for them to attend after school. Students who attend these sessions will 
receive help specific to the topics they need to improve on before the next mock in February.  
Please encourage your child to attend the session.

Bird Boxes

The Year 10 Alternative Curriculum group have been working hard to 
provide safe and accessible homes for our feathered friends!  In the school 
grounds we have placed a number of bird, bat and owl boxes. We have 
also just set up a feeding station for birds by the greenhouse.  We are also 
going to install a field camera and place it near the badger sets by the 3G 
pitch.  We should be able to film animals in their natural surroundings and 
use these films in lessons, assemblies and maybe even on BBC’s 
‘Springwatch!’ 

Staff Vacancy
General Teaching Assistants

We have a number of part-time 
and full-time Teaching Assistant 
vacancies. We are looking to 
recruit for immediate start and 
for September start . Please visit 
the school website for further 
information.

Staff
Vacancies



Head Lice

Please be aware that we have had several confirmed cases of head lice in the 
school. Please check your child’s hair and, if infected, ensure that they are 
suitably treated before returning to school. You can ask at your local pharmacy 
for advice on how best to treat them.

Many of our GCSE and A-level students are taking part in The London Institute of Banking & 
Finance Student Investor Challenge. The contest consists of teams of four which are investing in 
FTSE 100, Small Cap 50 and ETFs in two portfolios.  They have £100,000 to invest in an active 
portfolio for day to day trades and £100,000 in a strategic account for long term investments (only 
10 trades a month).  The winning team out of over 6,500 groups will win an all expenses paid trip 
to New York as well as spending money.  

Last year we had one team make the semi-final which was a team called “Supreme Leaders” 
consisting of Josh Holt, Josh Rogers, Ralph Pickup, and Sam Donohue.  They have struck gold 
again by making excellent long-term investments in British American Tobacco (+6,061.27), 
Admiral Insurance Group (+2,763.55), and JD Sports (+1,977.09).  Overall they have made a 14% 
return on their investment in a matter of 3 months.  They currently sit in 100th place in the 
country in the strategic investment category and are in line to earn a spot in the semi-final.  

Our staff team is also performing well in which they sit at 78th overall in the country and 14th 
overall in the staff competition with an excellent return on investment from Royal Mail Group and 
Scottish Mortgage Investment Trust.  Good luck to the Supreme Leaders for their second attempt 
to crack the top 8 in the semi-finals and well done to all the participating teams.

Year 10 Further Maths

Year 10 students who are currently predicted to achieve a grade 7, 8 or 9 
at GCSE will soon be invited to attend a briefing on studying Level 2 
Further Mathematics.

Here is what AQA has to say about Further Maths Level 2.
“This qualification fills the gap for high achieving students by assessing 
their higher order mathematical skills, particularly in algebraic 
reasoning, in greater depth, thus preparing them fully to maximise their 
potential in further studies at Level 3. It offers the opportunity for 
stretch and challenge that builds on the Key Stage 4 curriculum and is 
intended as an additional qualification to the GCSE Mathematics, rather 
than as a replacement. 

The content assumes prior knowledge of the Key Stage 4 Programme of Study and covers the areas of algebra 
and geometry, which are crucial to further study in the subject, in greater depth and breadth. This qualification 
places an emphasis on higher order technical proficiency, rigorous argument and problem solving skills.

It also gives an introduction to calculus and matrices and develops further skills in trigonometry, functions and 
graphs.”

Students will be invited to attend the briefing and if selected you will find the content challenging and 
engaging and supportive to further Mathematical study beyond GCSE.



Parents’ Internet Safety Session - Tuesday 25th February, 6pm

We will be holding an internet safety session open to all parents on Tuesday 25th February. 
This event will be led by Cheshire Police, and has been used in other schools as a way of 
helping to educate parents on the issues surrounding safe internet use for children of all 
school ages. If you would like to come to this event, please let us know by emailing 
office@hccs.info with an idea of the number of people who will be attending.
Venue - Theatre, Sixth Form College.

Fifteen Apps Parents Should Know About
The NSPCC has created a useful resource that allows parents to quickly and easily find out about the games 
and apps children are using. Read a combination of reviews from parents, children and the game/app creators 
alongside an overview of the risks.   
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ 

An online survey of 2000 young people aged 8-17 years was conducted as part of a national campaign Safer 
Internet Day. It shows just how linked technology is to young people’s relationships and highlights both the 
positive and negative roles it plays. Find out more here: https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/digital-friendships

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/digital-friendships


Y9 and 10 ⇒D of E information Evening 
Thursday 23rd January, 5pm

This is a reminder about an opportunity to find out more about the D of E scheme. 
Are you in year 9 or 10? Would you like to know about the Duke of Edinburgh’s award scheme? 
We are looking forward to recruiting to our 2020 Spring intake for the Bronze award. This is a 6 month 
commitment, with 4 main elements. The expedition is the most well known component.
If you are interested to find out more, students and parents are invited to come along to an information 
evening on Thursday 23rd January at 5pm in the main Theatre. 
If you have any initial questions, email our D of E Leader jason.jones@hccs.info

Brompton Cookery School ALW Trip: Cook with a celebrity 
chef!

There are a few spaces still available on the cookery trip. It is 
open to everyone in years 7-9. 
The Brompton trip includes two separate sessions at the fully 
equipped cookery school.  Marcus Bean (a celebrity chef who 
appears on the This Morning TV show) will teach you how to 
make a range of different dishes. All ingredients will be provided 
by the cookery school. On the first afternoon after the cookery 
session, you will retire to the Premier Inn. We will then have an 
evening meal and a trip to Cineworld in Shrewsbury. 

Click on this link for further details and contact Miss Hughes to 
secure a place. 

EFL GIRLS CUP (U13) -Girls Football 
representing Crewe Alexandra 

On Thursday 9th January our U13 football 
team were chosen to represent Crewe for 
the EFL Girls Cup. After making the trip 
to Burton Albion the girls had a fantastic 
day, experiencing some great football by 
all teams involved. It was a tough day and 
the girls were unlucky in losing their 
games by 1 goal against stoke city, West 
Bromwich Albion, Burton Albion and Port 
Vale. We played some fantastic football 
were we had some lovely passages of 
play, linking well between Rosie Sumpter 
and Freya Williams Rowe. The girls were 
not to be deflated as they picked 
themselves up and played for the 5th 
place playoff, beating Birmingham City 
convincingly with a 12 - 0 win. Such a 
great day and it was brilliant to finish on a 
high. Well done Girls. 
Girl of the day went to Freya Williams 
Rowe, showing her unbelievable level of 
skill and for inspiring the team to keep 
going on to get the win. Congratulations 
Freya. 

Chewing gum
There is a growing concern about the disposal of chewing
gum around school. Many of the pathways in school are being 
permanently defaced by the indiscriminate disposal of chewing 
gum. It is blighting the tarmac, tennis courts, walls and even the 
3G pitch. We have invested heavily over the past few years to 
improve the facilities for students and we can’t stand by and 
watch it all be spoilt. So we need to take action and fast! We will 
be enforcing a ban on chewing gum without exception. We all 
have a role to play in keeping our school clean and well 
maintained. We would appreciate your support.

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_37bab76a36044152a1dfcd333b3fc0f1.pdf


Year 7, 8 and 9 Christmas Fun Netball

What a fantastic night of netball to end the first term 
with some festive fun. 

The Year 7,8 and 9 netballers all turned up to play in 
some Christmas netball games. The first part of the 
night saw the pupils prepare by getting into mixed 
teams and play some party netball games. The girls then 
selected their Christmas names and the tournament 
began. 

It was great to see all the girls together enjoying the last 
week of term, ending on a high. Well done girls on a 
great term, and we are looking forward to an amazing 
2020 of netball. 

Staff vs Students - Christmas Fun Netball

What a great turn out by students and staff for some festive netball fun.  

The girls were so excited to be competing against the PE department and staff on Tuesday 17th December. 
Staff began warming up, siking the students out to hopefully gain an advantage, we definitely thought we 
were in with a chance… how wrong we were. 

The girls came out firing to take the win game after game. We did put up a fight Mr Mitchell and Mr Oliver in 
defence with their height advantage but it just wasn’t enough to beat our fantastic netball teams. 

Everyone had such a great time, some much needed fun at this time of year. 
It was great to see all the girls together enjoying the last week of term, ending on a high with some Festive 
Netball fun. Fantastic evening. 


