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Dear Parent/Carer 
At the end of each year, we say our goodbyes to a number of colleagues who, for whatever reason, are 
leaving. This year we have Jeff Sharp, Helen Robertson and Mike Bedford, who have, between them, 
worked tirelessly for HCCS for a combined 90 years taking retirement. 

Jeff has had many roles in the school, latterly being Head of School. I think it appropriate therefore to 
devote the rest of this editorial to him. 

A Personal Message 

I am writing to you inform you that I will be retiring from teaching and leaving Holmes Chapel 
Comprehensive School and Sixth Form College at the end of this academic year.  

It has been my pleasure to work at HCCS for 27 years and in that time I have been a Head of Faculty, 
Assistant Head, Deputy Head and most recently, Head of School.  

As you can imagine, I have seen a tremendous amount of change in that time and there is no doubt in 
my mind that those changes have contributed to a school that is genuinely and proudly comprehensive, 
whilst delivering an educational experience that is matched by few schools in the Country. Including 
those where the fees are substantial.  

To spend so long in one school is a little unusual, but it does allow you the privilege of seeing those 
young people that you taught in the early years, returning as proud parents. They look back fondly at 
their memories of the school and all have an anecdote to share. As parents, they tell me that they 
want the same challenging and nurturing experience for their son/daughter, that they enjoyed 
themselves.  

I will remember my time at HCCS with great fondness and will always consider myself a part of the 
HCCS family.  

I will end with a final thank you to the teachers, students, governors and parents of HCCS, both past and 
present, for making my time at our school such an enjoyable and fulfilling experience.  

I wish you nothing but the best for the future. 

Denis Oliver 
Executive Headteacher

Jeff Sharp 
Head of School
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HC6F Student Leadership 2018/2019 
Over the course of the last few weeks, we have gone through a rigorous process of recruiting our next 
team of student leaders.  A large number of students applied for a variety of roles and we were extremely 
delighted by the interest that this process has created. This is a tremendous aspect of our school 
and Sixth Form. The process provides ample opportunity for students to develop leadership and team 
working skills that will help them to stand out in their Post 18 applications to University and 
apprenticeships, as well as providing them with a range of transferable interpersonal skills that 
employers increasingly seek.   
We have a range of student leadership roles within the team, including the head and deputy head boy 
and girl roles for school and sixth form, to roles such as student voice leaders, sports leaders, charity, 
events and community leaders.   

All team members play a vital role in building a community ethos and all make a significant 
contribution to the school, sixth form and increasingly, the wider community.  We very much look 
forward to seeing what fantastic contributions they will make this year, as they each take on their role 
with vigour, commitment and originality. 
Well done to the new team. 
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6th Form Formal Dinner 
Last Friday our Year 13 leavers enjoyed a wonderful evening, celebrating the end of their A-Level exams 
and their time at HCCS and HC6F.  Their evening was spent in the opulent surroundings of Vale Royal 
Abbey, where they enjoyed an evening of fine dining and music.  Students convened at 7 pm and were 
greeted with a refreshing welcome drink. After dinner, Mr Oliver, Ms Camm and the student leadership 
representatives addressed the students and wished them well in their futures.  The organisers of the 
evening, Verity Porter and Jess Appleton, were also thanked.  They both did a wonderful job in 
organising such a  superb event.  The students and staff had a fantastic time and were fortunate 
enough to enjoy some glorious sunshine before dancing the night away.   
What a  truly wonderful year group they have been. We look forward to celebrating their results with 
them in August. 

Run for Greg 
On 30th June/ 1st July Mr. Jones competed in an Endurance Trail Race to raise 
money for ‘Remembering Greg Priestnall’, who sadly passed away earlier this year. So 
far over £1700 has been raised. 
On one of the hottest weekends of the year, Mr. Jones managed to run 65 miles in 24 
hours, finishing in 6th place in the men’s race. 
For more details of the race, here is a link to a personal report of the event: 
http://canalrunning.blogspot.com/  
To donate, here is a link to the Run for Greg fundraising page: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jason-jones-5  
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Year 5 Open Evening 
I believe that this was the most successful Y5 Open Evening in the 19 years that I have been 
headteacher at HCCS. It was a wonderful fun filled evening building excitement in the children and their 
parents who came to visit us. The whole school community of students, parents, staff and 
governors all played their part in staging an event that enabled prospective future students and their 
parents to see what a vibrant family we are and to sample our ethos of togetherness. I proffer my 
heartfelt thanks to all who helped in whatever way. 

Freya Lewis, Ambassador to the new High Sheriff of Manchester 
Freya Lewis has become an Ambassador to the new 
High Sheriff of Manchester, Dr Robina Shah MBE 
CPsychol SFHEA PGCert HE FRCGP(Hon). No one is 
quite sure what all of the letters after the High 
Sheriffs name mean, but they're impressive 
nonetheless. She found out about Freya having seen 
her on the ITV Hero Awards and contacted the Lewis 
family via the hospital to see if she was willing to 
join her as an Ambassador for her year in office. 
Freya is yet to fully understand the full parameters of 
her position will be or what is involved, but it's mainly 
about being a role model and inspiration to other 
teenagers. All of us are incredibly proud of Freya and 
what an inspiration she has been to others. 

Denis Oliver 
Executive Headteacher
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Concert for the Remembering Nell Foundation 
On Wednesday of this week Amy Hext, 
one of Nell Jones’ good friends, 
organised a brass band concert with 
Lions Youth Brass in St Michael and All 
Angels Church in Middlewich. Other 
friends of Nell (pictured) 
organised a cake sale and a raffle.  
In all, they raised the grand sum of 
£1544 which will now go to support the 
Remembering Nell Foundation. 

Nell’s Bench 
Charlotte Harvey and her Mum Suzie 
organised the funding and erection of 
Nell’s bench near the Trading Post in 
Goostrey. 
Cheshire East workers gave their own 
time to install Nell’s bench.There was a 
short gathering at the bench in 
remembrance of Nell on Friday June 8th. 

Yr 11 Celebratory Dinner 
On Thursday evening students 
arrived at the school to be 
transported to their Celebratory 
Dinner, following their exhausting 
exam season, in all manner of 
vehicles, from tractors and camper 
vans to Lamborghinis. 
Thank you to all the parents who 
turned out to see them off for all 
your support and encouragement. 

At the venue itself the students looked superb and behaved impeccably. A great time was had by all. 
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ALW Twitter Information 
You can keep up to date with all our trips, visits & activities on 
twitter during Alternative Learning week. Simply follow our super 
faculty twitters and our main @hccs1978 page.  
Our trips will post on: 
Science & Maths day trips & Italy food trip on @hccs_istem  
Music tour, Sports tour & London Theatre Trip on @hccs_perform 
Cologne Trip on @hccs_comms 
Social Science Trip to Vienna on @hccs_world 
Parents who would like to keep in touch with just individual 
residential can enter the ‘hashtag’ bellow into the twitter search 
bar. This will only show posts specific to that trip.  
The trips will be: 
music trip #hccs_music 
London theatre #hccs_drama 
Cologne #hccs_languages 
Social Science #hccs_social 
Sports Tour #hccs_sports 
Italy food trip #hccs_food 
Please note that to search/follow a hashtag you do not need to be a twitter account user.  

ALW Twitter 
Updates 

#hccs_sports, #hccs_music,  
#hccs_drama, #hccs_social 

#hccs_food, #hccs_languages

Follow us during ALW on our twitter page: 
 @hccs1978 & @HC6F_ College 
To follow our 6 residential trips follow our 

Super Faculty twitters on 
 @hccs_perform, @hccs_comms, 

@hccs_istem, @hccs_world 
or for a specific trip search: 

Cheshire Schools’ Book Award 2018 
10 students went to the book awards and were treated to inspiring talks 
from 4 authors of nom nated books:  
Gill Lewis, John Young, Kerry Drewery and Robin Stevens. 
The Gugenheim Mystery by Robin Stevens was the winner in the year 7 
book category of  and Cell 7 by Kerry Drewery in the older years group. 

National Writing Day - 27th June 2018 
On 27th June, it was National Writing Day 
and students were encouraged to spend 
time doing some ‘free’ writing in the first 
five minutes of their lessons or in tutor time. 
 Within English, some Key  Stage 3 students 
were given the freedom to write whatever 
they wanted for the full lesson using 
stimulus from the ‘Let Them Loose’ 
campaign.  Even the teachers got involved! 
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Summer STEM Activities 
If you’ve never thought about what kind of careers a 
STEM pathways can offer then it’s well worth looking at 
the IET Engineering Open House day being held across 
the country on Friday 3rd of August. Most of the Open 
Day events are free but some may charge a small fee 
but all will offer an exciting insight to what it’s like in 
the world of engineering. This Short video can tell you 
more. 
Then there is the Ultimate STEM Challenge 
Click here for details. 
Let us know what you’ve been up to @hccs_istem 

School Communications Gateway 
We are currently introducing a new and improved management information system in our school that 
holds all the information about our students. All schools use these systems in order to support 
teaching, learning, welfare and intervention. The transition to our new system is in progress and will take 
the rest of the term to embed, with all of the data required to allow it to run effectively. This will mean 
that there will be limited information available on the School Gateway for those that use it between now 
and the end of the term.  In September, all parents will be given a new login for our new system that 
will be more streamlined and bring together everything you currently access on School Gateway and 
Show My Homework.  We thank you for your patience at this time whilst we carry out this key piece of 
work to improve the systems we use. 

Cheshire Athletics Completion  

On Monday 25th June at Victoria Park in Warrington, our 5 hopeful 
athletes competed to be the best in cheshire in the selected athletics 
event. The competition was fierce and the students performed to the 
best of their ability with lots of personal bests achieved on the night.  

 

 

Y7 South 
Cheshire Athletes  
Charlotte Braka 
Sam Croxton 
Erika Davenport 
Poppy Francis 
Heather Gray 

Results: 
Charlotte Braka- 

Cheshire Champion 

Poppy Francis-  4th 

Heather Gray- 5th 

Sam Croxton- top 10 

Erika Davenport- top 10 
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Thank you, from all of us at HCCS & HC6F. 
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Relay Cup Final  
Last week saw the conclusion of the 
renowned Relay Cup. This is a 6 person 
relay between all tutor groups in all year 
groups.  

Congratulations to 7NE who beat 7HG to 
win the Plate Final and 7KE who beat 9AR, 
9VS & 10TM to win the Relay Cup in a new 
school record of 1 minute 26 seconds. 

Y9 Mixed Inter House Rounders  
The temperature was reaching 28 degrees & after a full day 
of school, the turnout for the rounders was fantastic.  
Due to the number of students turning up from Arley, 
Capesthorne & Tatton in particular, two tournaments were 
played (A & B).  
Congratulations to Tatton who won both tournaments A & B.  

Yr 10 Mixed Inter House Rounders  
With the weather at high temperatures yet again, the turnout was 
fantastic - especially from Tatton who were the only house to enter a 
full team. 
We therefore had to mix the students into four teams for a round robin 
mixed ability tournament and the below year 10 teams successfully 
came joint 1st. 
Tatton were awarded extra house points for being the only house to enter 
a full team!! Well Done to all who participated!! 

Athletics South Cheshire Championship   
On Tuesday the 12th June, HCCS 
were out in force showcasing our 
students athletic talent at the 
South Cheshire Athletics 
Championships. There were a host 
of competitors ranging from Y7- 
Y10 representing in every athletics 
event. Despite the hot weather the 
students performed very well and 
did the school proud.  

Winning Boys: 

Jake Bradley 

Josh Ginty 
Sam Stephens 

Winning Girls: 

Charlotte 
Braka Lucy 
Hawkrigg 
Rebecca Main 

https://twitter.com/hccs_world
https://twitter.com/hccs_perform
https://twitter.com/hccs_istem
https://twitter.com/hccs_comms
Adam Oliver 


Adam Oliver 
Charlotte Braka Lucy HawkriggRebecca MainElla Egerton

Adam Oliver 


Adam Oliver 
Jake Bradley
Josh Ginty
Sam Stephens
�

Adam Oliver 





