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POINTS 

POINTS 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
Last evening we held a very successful parent consultation evening for year 7 students which means that 
parents in all years have now had the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress with their subject teachers 
on at least one occasion. Once again the level of attendance was extremely high showing that you as parents 
really want tom play your essential part in the tripartite partnership of school/parent/student which 
characterises HCCS. 

We want your involvement, which is why we use ShowMyHomework and regular interim reports to help you to 
keep you informed and to get you involved. Later in this Newsletter the Modern Foreign Language team have 
published some pointers as to what you can do to support learning in their area of the curriculum. 

Parents of Year 11 exam students can, and in many cases clearly do, get involved and published below is the 
timetable of significant events to keep them informed and facilitate this. 

Please persevere in your involvement even if, on occasions, it appears not to be wanted. Your children will 
inevitably benefit by your being engaged in their preparation for tests and exams. 

Denis Oliver 
Executive Headteacher

Year 11 Exam Preparation. 
A week after we return from half term year 11 students will sit their second trial exams in all their GCSE subjects, 
starting on the 5th March.Their first trial exams were towards the end of the last calendar year and it is clear from 
their subsequent interviews with the Senior Leadership Team that they certainly learnt a lot from them and believe 
that they accrued massive benefits. Their teachers also learnt a lot about their students’ progress. In Maths and 
English we were able to regroup students to better address their areas of weakness. Following this next set of trial 
exams we will re-refine the groupings, yet again, based on the outcomes. We are aiming to have completed the 
teaching of new content in all subjects by 4th May when we will launch our Revision Study programme of Master 
Classes and supported revision workshops which worked so well for last year’s cohort. 

Year 11 Masterclass 
Year 11 Masterclass provision begins on Tuesday 9th May and our GCSE exam season begins on Monday 14th May. 
Our Year 11 masterclasses provide a focus on key exam skills and result in students having continual and 
consistent access to subject teachers throughout the examination period. 
Last year, 95% of teachers found that the content covered in the Masterclass appeared on an actual GCSE 
examination paper and 100% of students felt more confident for their examination as a result of the Masterclass 
provision. 
Our timetable changes in Maths and English this year have allowed Year 11 students access to bespoke provision 
in the lead up to the exam season. The feedback from staff, students and parents has been overwhelmingly 
positive and we delighted to provide this opportunity for our learners. Through visiting lessons this week it is 
evident that the lesson planning, delivery and differentiation is outstanding. In addition, the approach to learning 
from Year 11 students has been excellent. We will continue to build on this success during our next half term.  

Click here for more information

https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/0e64df_aa388775084045b99b7077bcf7f1db27.pdf
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Dear Parent/Carer, 

Parent View is an Ofsted website used to gather the views of the parents of children in 
state schools.  
Essentially, it is a simple questionnaire, with just 12 questions to complete.  
So far this year a total of 112 responses have been logged. Given that we have almost 
1300 students in the school and everyone with parental responsibility can complete the 
questionnaire, this is not a representative sample and the results could be skewed. 
Although it is an Ofsted tool, you don’t have to wait for the school to be inspected to 
complete the survey.  
On a personal note, I would love everyone to complete the survey, as we could then pick 
up on any areas of concern that you may have and look for solutions.  
Could I please urge to to find 10 minutes during the half term holiday to complete the 
survey? 
Simply click on the link and follow the prompts. 
Regards  
Jeff Sharp 
Head of School 

 

PARENT 
VIEW

CLICK 
HERE

https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=give-your-views


Security of bags and coats 
Extremely unusually for our school, we are currently experiencing a number of thefts from unattended 
bags and coats. Most of these thefts are taking place at lunchtime, when bags and coats are left in 
classrooms or changing rooms.  
We have had extensive discussions about the most efficient and effective way to support students in 
safeguarding their property and have decided on the following course of action, which we will 
implement after half term.  
From Monday 26th February students will leave their bags in their Period 3 classroom. These 
classrooms will then be locked to provide secure storage of property for the duration of lunchtime. 
Please note that students will therefore not be able access their bags during the lunch break. Obviously 
this will mean that they need to take whatever they need during lunchtime with them. 
We will adjust the timing of the movement bell at the end of lunchtime to provide enough time for 
students to collect their property without disrupting their Period 4 lesson, or making them late to their 
next lesson. The timings of lessons will remain unchanged. 
Please inform your children of these changes and discuss the implications for their lunchtime routines. 

Mobile Phones in School 
From Monday 26th February there will be a major  change to the rules concerning the use of mobile phones 
for students at Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School. Click here for full details 
The proliferation of mobile phones and their use and misuse by students in schools is a relatively recent 
development.  
The main points in the new policy are; 
We do not want to ban mobile phones completely. 
We acknowledge that they can, on occasions, have benefits in the classroom  
The misuse of mobile phones and in particular social media platforms such as ‘Snapchat’ has begun to creep 
into lessons. This is creating distractions which impact on a child’s ability to remain on task as well as taking 
the focus of teachers away from delivering learning. 
Some social media networks, particularly ‘Snapchat’, are being used to bully and intimidate,  during the school 
day when children are in lessons. 
Therefore whilst recognising the potential benefit of having access to the internet as a learning tool, 
Policy and process will be modified as follows: 
•  At the start of each lesson mobile phones will be collected. 
•   If the teacher feels there is an appropriate reason they will allow the phone to be used as a learning tool. 
•   Permission will not be given by any teacher for a student to use their phone to make calls, send texts etc.  
•  We strongly recommend that if your child has a phone, their name is clearly marked on it. 
•   Normal, existing sanctions for the misuse of mobile phones in school will be applied. 
Please note that it is not necessary for a child to bring a phone to school. Many parents choose to allow this 
and this is currently acceptable.  
N.B. Each child is personally responsible for their mobile phone and the school accepts no liability for them. 

Click here for policy

https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/0e64df_d5d46b21ec514903923aa75e1adb7f25.pdf
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Garden of Memories update 
The garden of memories is now close to completion in terms of the hard landscaping and setting out. 
The team from Dutton’s have been fantastic and have put their heart and souls in to making this a very 
special project. This week they have added 60 tons of soil to the planting areas which has really 
changed the way the garden looks. We hope to have the garden planted out around the last week of 
March or first week in April. Duttons contractors have now agreed to work with us to complete the full 
project which is great news. The grand opening of the garden is set for Wednesday May 9th and further 
information will follow. 

Roller Coaster Challenge Finals 

For the past 10 weeks, 5 teams of HCCS students have been busy 
making rollercoasters. They have been helped by employees 
from Siemens in Congleton, and have built a fully working model, 
produced a publicity video, and worked on a financial portfolio for 
the themed ride. 
2 teams were selected to go head to head with 15 other schools 
at the finals. The two teams pictured, team “Ashes” and team 
“Mortuus” went to Congleton Town Hall with their roller coasters 
and were grilled by a panel of judges. We received some 
excellent comments on our originality, teamwork and engineering 
innovation. 
Well done to all the students who took part this year, and we 
look forward to even bigger and better designs in 2019. Mr. Jones. 

Click here for more images

https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
https://hccs1978.wixsite.com/hccs/garden-of-memories


 

Telephone  
01477 689500  

Email 
office@hccs.info  

Website 
www.hccs.info  

Twitter  
@hccs1978  

Email 
office@hccs.info  

Website 
www.hccs.info  

Twitter  
@hccs1978  

H C 6 F

Focus on Food 
Congratulations to some of our year 10, 11 and 12 students who continue to produce practical 
work to a really high standard. Some of the many culinary masterpieces are shown below. 

Praise from Ofsted for our Teacher Training Programmes 
As you may be aware, HCCS is the Teaching School  in an alliance of schools in Cheshire East which, amongst 
other activities, trains the next generation of teachers and has done for many years, in partnership with MMU.  
In 2015 we decided to take full responsibility for our Teacher Training and became a provider and accrediting 
body in our own right. After only two years, the expertise and professionalism of trainee teachers and training 
staff at what we call The Cheshire East SCITT has been acknowledged by an official Ofsted judgement that our 
provision is at least ‘GOOD’ in all its aspects.. 
The report was packed with  endless praise and there are many stand-out comments. The most important, for 
those considering teaching as a future career and looking for a suitable training provider, are those commenting 
on the high quality of the training AND the high employment rates achieved. 

•  The pastoral care of trainees is exemplary. The personalised support that trainees receive has a significant 
impact on the good progress that they make and the high standards that they reach.  

•  This close-knit partnership is built on strong relationships and effective collaboration.  
•   The training programme is responsive and flexible…. meeting the needs of individual trainees.  

•   On completion of their training, trainees develop good subject knowledge, are well prepared for their roles 
and are able to make a strong contribution to their employing schools.   

•  High-quality mentoring is a particularly strong feature throughout the partnership.   
•   All trainees make strong progress on the training programme and exceed the minimum level required by the 

teachers’ standards.  
The Director of teaching School Karen Fuller said “We are extremely proud of the  report, and our strong 
partnership. Our excellent employment rates and commitment to high quality recruitment means that applicants 
on our course know they will amongst the best prepared in the country to join the teaching profession. 

Click here for full report

https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/results/any/41/any/any/any/Holmes%20Chapel/any/any/any/any/0/0#search1
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Unsere Besucher aus Deutschland 
Reporting back on the week we hosted German students from Hans and Sophie Scholl Grammar, Ulm. 
When I first had contact with my German partner, it felt quite surreal to have a friend who lives in a foreign 
country. After weeks and weeks of messaging,  my partner and fellow students arrived on February 3rd. The 
excitement on the Holmes Chapel station platform was buzzing, whilst we waited for them to arrive. The other 
host HCCS students and I, were delighted to welcome our new friends. 
On Sunday, we visited the Trafford Centre and showed our visitors around. This gave us the chance to get know 
our friends a bit better (and a chance for me to use some Deutsch); so when one of the Germans asked 
‘Sprichst du Deutsch?’, I felt real achievement being able to communicate with someone in a different language. 
During school time, they were quite enthusiastic about lessons, although my German partner (Emilio) and I, did 
not have a lesson of German in the time he was here.  
We were without them on the Tuesday, as they took a day trip out to Liverpool, perhaps one could say they 
were ‘Daytripper(s)’ as they toured the Beatles Museum and also visited the Albert Dock’s Merseyside Maritime 
Museum. In the evenings, things were a little chilled as we recovered from a hard day’s work, but that didn’t 
stop a little gathering in Brereton on the Monday night, where we all had soft drinks, danced, and sang. Me, and 
another German Student, Noyan, have become a little famous for dancing to ‘Gangnam Style’ and singing ‘99 
Luftballons’ together. Many Germans were amazed that I knew the words to ‘99 Luftballons’, which helped us to 
bond, and we now have a little ‘inside’ joke. All someone has to do is sing ‘Hast du etwas Zeit für mich…’ and 
we all start clapping and singing.  
On the last night, our Germans gave us a presentation on life in Germany. Which was then followed by a lecker 
fish & chip supper. It was not quite the final farewell, but it gradually dawned on us that the week had flown by 
so quickly. We soon found ourselves saying ‘Auf Wiedersehen’ to not our just our German visitors, but to our 
friends. There were tears, bids of farewell, and a lot of ‘Du musst nach Deutschland fahren’ *You must come to 
Germany*. Unfortunately, there is not a trip available to Hans und Sophie Scholl Gymnasium yet, but that 
doesn’t dash our hopes of trying to see them again in the near future. 
Being a host family is definitely recommended to anyone who has taken German as a language. As the 
Germans have said, and I can not agree with them more: ‘Wir haben vielen Spaß gehabt’. 
Joe Timmins 10TM 
Message from Miss Lloyd 
Many thanks to Joe for putting this report together (and for the renditions of ‘Gangnam style’ and ‘99 
Luftballoons’ during the fish and chip supper). 
I would also like to extend my thanks to all of the HCCS host families who welcomed the German students into 
their homes and made the whole visit a success. Last ut not least, I would like to commend the HCCS host 
students for their impeccable conduct and for taking part in the visit with such enthusiasm, which meant our 
visitors truly felt ‘at home’ and really enjoyed their stay. Vielen Dank! 

https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/


 

Holiday Reading 
Looking for a good book to read over the holiday - then the books that are part of the Cheshire 
Schools’ Book Award for this year would be a good place to start. 
Recommended reads for year 7 and good reads for year 8 and above are shown below.   

How can I support my child with their French/German/Spanish GCSE ?
 

There are many ways to support a languages’ student, even if you don’t speak the language!

There are revision books available for all language GCSE courses. 
If you have not already purchased them, the recommended books are:
AQA GCSE Grammar & Translation Workbook 
Revise AQA GCSE (1-9) Revision Guide and workbook (2)
In the final few months before the Year 11 exams it will be important for your child to be 
revising all the vocabulary they have learnt. We have suggested some strategies for 
them to use but one of the most successful ways is having someone to test them. You 
do not need to be a linguist to do this (you can say the English and they say it in the 
language) and it need not take up much time. A 2 minute check of what they have learnt 
so far will help them identify words they are still unsure of for further practice.
Vocabulary lists are provided on the google classroom and should be regularly being 
used and referred to. 
Homework: Extended writing practice will form a large part of the course and needs 
to be done carefully and not rushed. These tasks are designed to directly feed into the 
preparation for their controlled assessment, ensuring your child takes their time over 
these can make a real difference.
Past Papers: we will be using past papers in class but they are also available online 
(with the mark scheme) and can be a great resource in the final few weeks.  As this is 
the first year of the new GCSE, there are only past papers from the previous course 
available. These are still well worth doing as they will still test their language skills to 
the same level but the style of question may vary from the new GCSE.

GCSE support clinic
 FRENCH - Friday  lunchtime in L4

GERMAN—Monday  lunchtime in L3/L6
SPANISH— Thursday after school in 

L2/Friday after school in L1

Online support/practice:
Memrise - This is the main programme we now use for practising 
vocab. All lists are provided and students’ progress in monitored in 
school.
Languages online - grammar practice 
Interlex – another vocab testing programme—simple to use.
Bubble.us – online mind mapping tool
Popplet – online mind mapping tool
Wordle - vocab. recording in visual way

Quizlet – lots of different vocab. learning tools – flashcards/testing 
facilities. EASY TO USE

https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/0e64df_09d971c292614a8882ae9d1144918438.pdf
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Sixth Form Extended Project Presentations 
Throughout this week, I have had the pleasure of watching a number 
of Year 13 students deliver their extended project presentations.  A 
select number of students decided to carry out the extended 
project qualification in addition to their other enrichment activity 
and A Level subjects.  The extended project qualification is a highly 
desirable qualification that allows students to select an area of 
particular interest and to either create an artefact or to produce a 
5000 word research piece.  This is such  great qualification as it 
allows students to research something they are particularly 
interested in as well as helping to develop their research skills, a 
vital skill they will need at University.  Students selected to 
research a range of varied and interesting topics including 
personalised medicines, conservation linked to giraffe taxonomy and factors that led to Donald Trump’s 
election success.  Students have demonstrated excellent perseverance and time management skills in 
ensuring they were able to work on this outside of their lesson time and each has produced an 
excellent and interesting piece of research. Students said that they gained a great deal from carrying 
out this work and this will stand them in good stead when they go on to University.  
In addition to this, a number of Year 11 students were also invited up to watch these presentations.  This 
provided an opportunity for Year 11 students to see what types of things happen in the Sixth Form, in 
addition to their A Level studies.  All students who watched this found it an interesting and informative 
experience. 

Year 11 Outstanding Sporting Achievement  
Congratulations to Guy Lenders in 11AB for his recent success securing a place on 
the Great Britain Karate team. We are incredibly proud of this phenomenal 
achievement. Guy demonstrates all the attitudes for effective learning and he has 
without doubt applied these qualities to secure exemplary performance at the 
highest level. We are excited about the prospect of sharing in his future success as 
part of team GB.  

Teaching School 
Are you interested in a career in  primary or 
secondary school teaching?  Do you have a 
degree?  We are holding a number of Back 
to School Days which you may be interested 
in. The next secondary event is 5th and 6th 
March.  Please email karen.fuller@hccs.info if 
you are interested in booking onto these 
events. BACK TO SCHOOL DAYS

mailto:karen.fuller@hccs.info
mailto:karen.fuller@hccs.info
https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
https://www.chimneyhousealliance.co.uk


Telephone  
01477 689500  

Email 
office@hccs.info  

Website 
www.hccs.info  

Twitter  
@hccs1978  

Email 
office@hccs.info  

Website 
www.hccs.info  

Twitter  
@hccs1978  

H C 6 F

D&T Y7 class 7H1 with their Race For The Line Rocket Powered Cars D&T Laura Robinson's Y10 Coffee 
Table with LEO Star constellation 
laser engraved 

Half term Maths competition 
Mathematical Education on Merseyside is running 3 competitions this February for 
individuals to complete during half term. The theme this year is Food and Drink. 
The Open Challenge is for Year 13 or below, the Senior Challenge for Year 10 or 
below and the Challenge for Year 8 or below. You must show working for your 
entry to be marked!  The best entrants will be invited with family or friends to a 
prize giving evening at the University of Liverpool in May. The questions and full 
details can be found on their website www.mathsmerseyside.org.uk/challenge. 
Alternatively paper copies of the questions are available from the Maths office. 

Please return your entry to Mrs James by Thursday 1st March. 

Nell’s Spring Ball 
Family and friends of Nell Jones have set up a charity in Nell’s memory 
aimed at ‘Improving the lives and wellbeing of young people in the North 
West’. The new Remembering Nell Foundation will be officially launched 
at the black tie ball on Saturday 21st April 2018 at The Mere. Tickets are 
on sale now priced at £50 each. Please note, that children under 18 must 
be accompanied/ under the supervision of a named adult.  
We would also like to hear from any parents who are currently 
employees of Barclays Bank who may be able to help us to boost our 
fundraising via the bank’s ‘pound for pound’ scheme.  

Nell’s Spring Ball
Remembering Nell Foundation 
'Improving the lives and wellbeing of young people in the North West' 

The Mere Hotel, Knutsford  
on Sat 21st April 2018

Tickets 
£5O.OO 

     *Tables of 8, 10 & 12  

7:30 Until 02:00 
Black Tie Charity Function         

Live Music 
& DJ  

  

Charity 
Auction  

On Sale  
12th Feb ’18 Further Info: 

enquiries@rememberingnell.com  
or 07836386327 

  

Nell 
Three 
Course 

Dinner  

x 

https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
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Boys Learning Conference  
On Tuesday 13th February ten of our Year 10 students attended a Learning Conference at Wychwood Park 
. The main aims of the conference were to develop a positive mindset, build self-esteem and engage 
the students with their education.  
Peter Lowe a former Manchester City coach and Dave Felgate a former Wales goalkeeper inspired the 
boys during the day throughout five sessions which covered attributes of success:  
•   Winners accept responsibility,  
•  Winners have dreams and are motivated to succeed,  
•   Winners have self-belief,  
•  Winners learn to manage pressure, 
•  Winners are persistent people who never give up.  
The day was a success and the boys have all brought some keys messages back that they can work 
on inside and outside of school. The conference will be followed up through mentoring sessions 
throughout the year. An exceptional programme aimed at inspiring our students to achieve their 
potential. 

Girls Football 
Our year 9 & 10 girls football team were invited to play in the Crewe Alexander 
football tournament against sides from across Cheshire. We took 2 x 7 a side 
teams that played in a group stage competition with a play-off final as the 
deciding game. One of our teams finished 3rd overall and the other contested 
the final against a very strong Eaton Bank team.The final was of high quality and 
typically competitive from both sides.The final whistle saw no goals and we 
moved to a penalty shoot-out of best of 3. 
Roberta Dow and Natasha Shepley converted our first 2 penalty’s. Charlotte Wint 
saved 2 out of Eaton Banks 3 which meant Holy Clarke didn’t have to take her 
penalty. Well done to all the girls including Harriet Holyoak, Em Paul, Abbie 
McKenzie, Sophie Barrell, Niamh Abbott, Milly Percy, Josie Yates & Morgan Birks. 
We are looking forward to March when our year 9 girls team have earned the 
right to represent South Cheshire Schools in the regional tournament. 

https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
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U15 Indoor Cricket Success 
A fantastic performance all round from the HCCS indoor cricket 
team winning all 3 matches to progress to the county finals in 
March. Expertly captained by Max Nightingale but the whole team 
played their part at different times. Congratulations to: Will Brock, 
Rohan Fernando, Luke Warburton and Sam McKay. 

Hockey Match Report  
The last hockey fixture of the season took place on Tuesday 
13th February at HCCS. The season came to a conclusion 
with a heated Y10/11 mixed team tournament. HCCS were up 
against fierce competitors in Sandbach and Sir Thomas 
Moore! 
The HCCS 10 aside team demonstrated great attacking flair, 
scoring 4 goals in the contest, as well as perseverance to 
keep performing as a team, even though this was the first 
time this team had competed together. 

Partner Primary School Football  
The Year 3/4 5-a-side football tournament took place this week 
with two tournaments running alongside each other due to the 
interest shown by the partner primary schools with 10 teams 
entering. Some wonderful footballing skills were on show but in the 
end two teams came out on top:  
Congratulations to Hermitage Primary School (pictured) and 
Holmes Chapel Primary School. 

Y10/11 
Millie Fitton (c) 
Max Howarth 
Alex Woods 
Kirsty Shaw 
Sam Kyriacou 
Laura Henderson 
Poppy Halliwell 
Ella Egerton 
Sophie Pugh 
Sorcha O’Brien  

Player of the game: 
HCCS v Sandbach  
Sam Kyriacou 
HCCS v STM  
Sam Kyriacou

https://twitter.com/hccs1978
https://vle.hccs.info/
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