
Hello everyone, 

It's been another very busy but very rewarding couple of weeks since my last newsletter and as we move towards 

the end of the first half term, it’s important to reflect briefly on the journey we have all been part of and to consider 

our shared successes, what we have learned along the way and how we can continue to refine and improve what 

we do

122 16th October 2020

Firstly, thanks to all of the families, children and 

members of the community who have contributed 

positively to our progress . I consider one of our 

biggest shared successes to be the confidence 

and trust which you have shown in bringing your 

children back to our school. Attendance figures 

have in fact remained very strong across the half 

term which means that children are able to get 

back on track as quickly as possible. Also, the 

positive, constructive conversations we have had 

with parents and carers have helped us to refine 

what we are doing so that our school is as safe as 

possible whilst also being a positive and engaging 

environment for learning. 

Continued……

A number of you have been in touch with me to suggest how we can enhance our online learning via the google 

classroom and we have taken these suggestions on board. Thanks for this. It has really helped us to sharpen up 

our provision. Our website has been updated and we are conducting a full check that every class has a google 

classroom attached to it. You should also do this check with your child and make sure that they have signed up to 

all of their classrooms. This is a very simple process and all of the children in the school know exactly how to do 

this via their google account. If you notice any missing classes, please email the teacher directly so that an invite 

can be sent out. This will really help our children to have full access to learning in the event of them being sent 

home and ensure that they stay on track.

It is natural that all of us, parents, families, carers and staff have worries and concerns, especially given the way in 

which covid cases are changing in and around our local area. This week marks the end of our two week review 

cycle focused on our response to the covid pandemic. Our updated protocols will be sent out by email and as 

usual, the next review will be in two weeks time. 

Since our last review, our students have been fantastic in quickly adapting to wearing face coverings inside the 

school buildings and in classrooms too. This has been a real testament to their resilience and willingness to act in 

a way which helps keep us all safe. In addition to this our other behaviours, sanitising hands, facing forwards, 

maintaining appropriate distance from staff etc are now very well embedded across the school.

At the start of last week, we modified our social bubbles at lunch and break so that we are more able to manage 

groups of children in specific areas. The year 7 and 8 students now have a separate area to buy and eat lunch 

and a zone in which to play and socialise with their year group. This also means that there is much less chance of 

students from different year groups coming into contact for any significant time. We now have duty teams specific 

to each social area to help take care of the children during lunch and break. 



It's also been great to see the children using the all weather pitch at lunch to have a run around and play some 

sport at lunch.  The benefits of getting some fresh air and healthy physical activity are enormous and I would urge 

our children to take advantage of this. Access to the pitch is on a strict rota and I’m sure we are all grateful to the 

PE faculty for giving up their lunch break and supporting the lunchtime sessions.

For our year 11 students, next week will be the first formal examination phase of the year. The government 

announced recently that the terminal exam season for year11 and 13 students will be running in the summer of 

2021 but delayed by three weeks. However, there is no clear guidance or information for school leaders about  

precisely what these exams will look like. Clearly, we all want to give our children the very best opportunities to 

succeed so encouraging an early, meaningful and rigorous approach to revision at home is a critical part of the 

conversations we all must have with our children. A few weeks ago I provided parents with a link to a podcast 

which explained how memory retrieval works and gave parents some strategies for working with their children and 

helping them to learn. Many thanks for engaging with this and for the feedback you have given. 

The first year 11 trial examinations will take place across next week in the option subjects. Students will sit two 

examination papers per option subject during normal class time and under examination conditions. The week after 

half term will give our year 11 students a taste of a full examination hall experience with exams in English 

Language, English Literature, Maths, and Science examinations in the Sportshall. For year 13, exams will be in 

the week following half term. The results of these examinations will give each student a good indication of where 

they are right now and what they need to do to improve. I look forward to sharing these grades with each of you as 

a summary report for your child once the exams are all completed, marked and moderated. The grades the 

students achieve in these and all other internal examinations this year will also be important if the government 

requires us to submit centre assessed grades as they did last year.

Please have a through look thought the articles and information in the newsletter and once again, thanks for being 

a positive part of our school and community

Warm regards

Nigel Bielby

Headteacher



Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening – 21st October 2020 @ 6pm

We would like to invite any prospective Sixth Form student from Years 10 and 11 to join in our Virtual Sixth Form 

Open Evening. This will go live on Wednesday 21st of October at 6 pm.  Please visit the Sixth Form website at 

hc6f.co.uk to see the countdown timer to the event and also to access the event on or after the 21st of October.

On the launch of the virtual open evening, you will find access to a wealth of relevant information including 

information slides, Sixth Form video, Subject information and videos as well as information of how to apply.

Interested in Becoming A Parent Governor?

We are looking for anyone with parental responsibility for a 

child at this school to join our governing body

Your input on areas such as finance, behaviour & wellbeing, 

teaching & learning and site development will help to 

influence and improve school performance. 

No previous experience is needed as free training is 

available to develop skills and provide support.

Interested? Please click here or check out the Governor pages on our website.  

Please contact Pauline Challinor, Clerk to the Board of Governors on 01477 410500 for further information.

Deadline for nominations is Friday 30th October 2020 at 12 noon.

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/current-vacancies---governors


Medicine Storage

Please click here for the 

procedures on the storage of 

medication in school

HCCS Now on Instagram!

Follow us on our new 

Instagram account @hccs1978 

and @hc6f_college

Art Club is…..BACK!

Art Club is starting back up! This is for years 7-9 and will be run via Google Classroom as we cannot mix year 

groups in school.

Join the classroom using the code: h2ujfy5

I will post weekly or fortnightly projects for you to get involved with.

Ms Albon

Trial examinations reminder - Starting 19th October

Year 11 and 13 are about to embark on their first set of trial examinations. 

These are important for students to experience what an exam feels like so that they are better prepared for the 

summer. Also they are a gauge of where students are currently at, so that we can plan for how to help students to 

improve further.

The following links are reminders of the key dates, and what block each subject is in.

Overview timetable – Click here

Option Block subjects for year 11 – Click here

Option Block subjects for year 13 – Click here

CAT Tests – 19th October

I would like to share with you some information about some online testing that year 7 will be carrying out next 

week (19th October). Please take note of the requirement regarding earphones.

Assessment:

As part of our assessment programme we use several sets of student data to monitor your child’s progress and 

inform our teaching.  One of the tools we use is the CAT4 Test from GL Assessment to give us an understanding 

of a student’s potential. This data is considered alongside other assessments made throughout the year, formal or 

informal, to help inform our teaching and provide students with an indicative grade range. Please be aware that 

we do not set targets in Year 7. These tests do not require revision.

The assessments will take place on a computer and students will be required to bring a set of earphones/ 

headphones in. These need to be wired (not wireless) and have a standard 3.5mm audio jack connector for 

plugging into a pc.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr Jones directly at jason.jones@hccs.info.

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_f4c4b39bf1354bbf8ff5360e8965ab35.pdf
https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_d8814d5f5c384a8da5099d6fbfae50b1.pdf
https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_ae18de73eba94936be738c59f8b84787.pdf
https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_af1bed6960984ca0af6c1042c71a30e8.pdf


Wear Yellow Charity day raising money for Young 

Minds on World Mental Health Awareness Day 10th 

October

The sixth form held its first charity event on Friday 9th 

October where we raised money for the mental health 

charity YoungMinds. YoungMinds holds an event during 

mental health awareness week where everyone wears 

something yellow to raise money and awareness for 

mental health in children and teenagers. We decided to 

join in with this event and had a great turn out of students 

and teachers wearing their brightest yellow t-shirts, 

jumpers, and ties for the day. Some even went the extra 

mile to make their hair glow a sunny hue for the day! In 

total - from students and teachers - we raised an 

impressive amount of £139.01! All this money will go to 

helping raise awareness for mental health in young people 

and to getting teenagers and children the help they need. 

Thank you for making the event such a great success! 

Write a Haiku Poem Competition

You can now enter our Haiku poem competition. Click here for more information on 

Haiku poems and examples. Everyone who enters will receive a housepoint.  The 

entries will be judged by Year 13 English Lit students and the best awarded a prize 

and they will all be displayed in the library.

Please hand them in to Mrs Wardle in the LRC on Tuesday 3rd November.

PE News

Both Will Clewlow (Year 7, Under 13’s boys)  and Matilda Harrison (Year 8, 

Under 13’s girls) recently undertook rigorous trials for their respective North 

West of England Hockey teams.

Against stiff competition from players from all over the North West, they both 

successfully made it into the North West Squad.

They will now train with their respective squads over the coming weeks, 

culminating in the National Championships in Nottingham at the end of October.

Talented players from all over the Four Nations will compete for a place in the 

British Lions Team. We wish Will and Matilda the very best of luck for the 

Championships. 

Partner Primary Schools Competition Update:

Instead of all our partner primaries gathering at HCCS to kick start the school year with hundreds of pupils running 

for their schools in the cross country competition, each school have carried out their own event. Pictured here are 

year 3/4 winners from Chelford Primary School. 

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_dbeae33d89d7412892a3c65d26119d7d.pdf


Black Lives Matter Movement

Written By Faith Truman

As a white person, I feel that I should use my white privilege to spread more 

awareness about BLM. Black Lives Matter, is a serious subject that more people 

should understand and educate themselves  about. A lot of people are against racism, 

I certainly am but there is that few people who think it is okay to go around saying “ 

ALL LIVES MATTER or WHITE LIVES MATTER” Well yes this is true that All lives

matter but at this time BLACK LIVES MATTER. People are getting killed because of their colour of skin such as 

George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and many more people. This isn’t right and it needs to stop.  Things you can do to 

help: you can donate to BLM charities, you can sign petitions and you can make calls. This is just a few but you 

can do many more. 

In my opinion, I feel that in school we should be educated more and when we do get educated about BLM history 

its always negative and I feel that it should be more positive because black discrimination has been much 

improved and that should be celebrated. People miss out the good changes and just focus on the negatives. In 

school we could:

• Watch educational documentaries in school 

• learn the dates when changes happened

• celebrate changes that have happened

I know that Ms Davis agrees with me. She 

said “ I think the curriculum could be much 

more inclusive. As a black British woman 

myself I don't feel I was represented in the 

curriculum at school, and where I was 

included, it was all negative aspects of my 

history (e.g. learning about slavery).”

I feel that Ms Davis has a very clear, 

strong and true point to make. I feel that 

everyone should educate themselves and 

make more people aware of what is 

happening in the world. 

Ms Davis also says “What I do love about BLM is the unity that has been shown across all races - this is how it 

should be . This is not about black against white or Asian or Chinese etc it is about everyone against racism. I am 

also pleased that the pressure placed on the government in America has led to the officers who murdered George 

Floyd being made to be accountable for their actions. I would like to see the British Government make more of a 

commitment to stamping out racism and inequality in Britain. I feel racism in Britain is much more hidden and 

implicit than it is in America and in some ways that is so much harder to deal with.” 

This is a very clear point and I agree with it because  it has brought a lot of people together but I feel that a 

massive change shouldn’t be happening in 2020, it should have happened years and years ago when black 

discrimination first started because black people are no different from white people, they should have the same 

qualities and same opportunities that white people have. No one should have to go through this, no matter what 

race, sexuality, skin colour and  religion.

I hope that you have taken something from this and that you will educate yourself because change needs to 

happen.



The Cedars Christmas Gifts

The staff at the Cedars Care Home in Holmes 

Chapel have asked for donations of shoe boxes 

filled with small gifts for their residents to brighten 

up what is going to be a very challenging 

Christmas for them.

If you want to help, please decorate a shoe box 

with Christmas paper and fill with small gifts that 

will be appreciated by older people. 

The filled shoeboxes can be taken directly to the 

Cedars on Brookfield Drive, brought into the Cover 

Office in the maths block at HCCS or left with staff 

at either of the village’s Co ops.

Thank you for your support.

Alison Wright

Co op Member Pioneer

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_bc0a436929784042bb67f2a5b43cefab.pdf

