
Hello everyone, 
Well, we’re finally here. The end of lockdown 2 and ready to welcome 

all of our children safely back to school on Monday morning so we can 

get on with the important work of learning, growing and thriving. The 

next four weeks leading up to the Easter break will be busy weeks but 

very successful weeks because I am confident that we, the school, 

families and the children, will continue to pull together as we have 

done so many times and make the return to learning from school a 

positive, engaging and supportive experience for all. 
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Before I go any further though, I would like to say an enormous and very heartfelt thank you for the personal 

messages of congratulations which you have sent in. The selection process I went through for the position of 

permanent Executive Head Teacher was, as it rightly should be, rigorous and challenging against strong 

competition. It really did test all of my leadership skills and experience of school management.  The process also 

involved some very deep discussions where I was able to express my commitment, sense of pride and dedication 

to this community, where our school is heading and how we will get there. Knowing that I have strong families, 

amazing children and a great staff behind me was a great support throughout the process and our shared 

successes were a key part of securing the role. Thank you.

Developing our school and community and moving us forward so that we provide the very best education and 

experience for our children is at the heart of why I am doing this job. I intend to work hard with you all and with the 

staff here at our school to enhance our children’s future, whatever their needs and background, in an outstanding 

learning focused organisation. Growing a community-wide culture of trust, positive engagement, care and support 

means that our children will thrive, be happy and successful in becoming the people they want to be. I can't do this 

on my own though so thanks for being such a positive part of the journey so far and I'm looking forward to 

continuing to learn and grow so that we achieve this goal together . 

So to business. 

Next week and the lead up to Easter is a critical time for all of us. We need to quickly re-establish our positive, 

safe behaviours and good habits; get used to a full day at school; get back to learning in classrooms and being 

together. Guidelines and information have already been published so please refer to them for details. The 

essential areas I’d like you to talk to your children about before Monday revolve around some of the basics. 

All of our covid protocols that we established very early in the pandemic and have kept us as safe as possible 

remain firmly in place. Remember that because you all supported us in this, as a school we had huge levels of 

compliance and sent home fewer students to isolate during the autumn term than most other schools. Also, we are 

not aware of any student who was sent home going on to develop symptoms. This suggests that our systems 

gave us a good level of safety so none of these well established, expected behaviours will be relaxed yet.

In addition to maintaining all of our covid protocols, we will be 

continuing our testing programme which started this week with 

years 10 to 13. We have had around 92% uptake so far which 

is fantastic. The ongoing testing programme for all year 

groups is now being planned so that we are able to continue 

to deliver high volumes of lateral flow tests safely each day. As 

the national vaccination programme continues, we expect to 

have a safer and safer environment where we learn and work 

and as usual, we will continue to update you as things change.
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I have high expectations for all of us from next week onwards and I’m looking forward to seeing this reflected in 

the very best standards of uniform, behaviour, good manners and approach to learning. After a slightly extended 

tutor period, lessons will start on Monday with all children expected to stick to the seating plans which their 

teachers have put in place. This means that if we need to track and trace, we can do so quickly and minimise the 

number of children we need to send home. The children will notice a change to some of the social zones at break 

and lunch which has been put in place to help us keep year groups separate as much as possible and to further 

enhance our safe behaviours.

The biggest factor in ensuring we continue to be safe and have an engaging, valuable day at school will 

undoubtedly be each and every one of us, staff, families and children, coming in with a positive, enthusiastic 

attitude where everyone contributes to the successful restart. I would greatly appreciate it if you could spend some 

family time talking about this and how each individual person really does make a difference. 

We all hope that this is the last time that we will be in this situation so I would like to say again how grateful I am 

for the trust and support you have given us. We have achieved a great thing and, personally, I think that many of 

our children have learned some new skills that they might not have learned in school. As our children come back, 

we will take care of them and be mindful that the journey back to whatever normal is will be harder for some than 

others. If you are worried, please get in touch via your child’s form tutor or head of house and help us to know how 

to help. 

It's going to be great to hear the noise and babble again and to see our children back together in a safe and 

welcoming environment underpinned by excellent teaching and learning.

See you all on Monday.

Nigel Bielby

Executive Headteacher

Curriculum Enhancement

Thursday 18th March is our next Curriculum Enhancement Session. 

The aim on this occasion is to examine our role as global citizens. 

Years 7 and 8 will be examining The Fair Trade organisation, and what we can do 

as global citizens to support farmers in developing countries around the world.

Years 9 and 10 will be looking at the role of Amnesty International and the work 

they do around the world. This session will focus on Human Rights, Freedom of 

speech, Poverty and rights and Human rights in war zones.

Year 11 and 6th form will explore ‘kindness’; random acts of kindness and how we 

can all do more on a daily basis to be more kind - something that, as we move 

back into school, we will all appreciate. 

Mr Roberts and Mrs Thomas 
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Covid testing in school

Keeping our school community safe

Thank you to all the students and parents in years 10, 11, 12 and 13 who attended school this week to take part in 

the Lateral Flow testing programme ahead of school reopening on Monday 8th March 2021. We were delighted to 

welcome over 92% of students in these year groups to carry out tests. The testing team this week has supervised 

nearly 1,200 tests which is an amazing achievement. The scheme is not compulsory but we are keen to have as 

many eligible students as possible to take part. Those students who were unable to attend have been contacted to 

offer them alternative appointments.

Next week, when all students return to school, years 9, 8 and 7 will be able to join the programme and will be 

offered two tests whilst in school. Parents are now asked to please complete the online consent form that can be 

found on the school website or by clicking here

Self testing at home

Over the next few weeks we will be working with families to 

introduce home testing for all students. This week, we have 

successfully moved all staff onto home testing. We had intended 

handing out home test kits as we worked our way through the 

year groups however, the government has now made home 

testing kits readily available. Families can now order their own 

supplies by following the link:

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-

tests

We would now encourage all families to order supplies of tests 

and to consider moving children to self testing at home. We 

would be happy to offer any help and support needed to make 

this transition as smooth as possible. We will also continue to test 

children in school over the coming weeks until they have moved 

to home testing.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdr4nl1mstwK9rfkCX8RM1q2iWbkL7DZTLql6Qf8STaYvLF8A/viewform
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
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Exams Update

Year 11 and 13 Summer Grades 2021 - Update

Since our last update, OFQUAL the exams regulator have reached some decisions about summer grades.

Whilst there is much detail to discuss with examination boards, several key messages have emerged.

❑ Work that students do between March and June will be very important for their final grades.

❑ Schools should use objective evidence, preferably towards the end of the course, and preferably in controlled 

conditions.

❑ Examination boards will provide schools with materials to help us assess students.

❑ Students will be assessed on the content they have covered, and will be given examination concessions if they 

are entitled to them.

❑ Subjects can include Non Examined Assessments (NEA’s - previously known as coursework) to help reach a 

final grade. We are waiting for a technical consultation to end (11th March) to get more detailed guidance on 

how to apply this.

Will there be a formal assessment opportunity for students?

Yes. We are making arrangements for students to complete the exam board sample materials, in controlled 

conditions, so that we can give them the chance to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding. We strongly 

believe that this is the best form of evidence for most students, for most subjects.

When will the formal assessments be held?

Between 19th April and 14th May. Teachers will then mark, moderate and standardise these assessments.

What happens after that?

There is time built in to work on any NEA’s (Non-Examined Assessments), and any other evidence gathering 

subjects need to do. It is important to know that the deadline for submission of grades from the school to the exam 

boards is 18th June, and that students can be asked to complete important work up to that point.

Is there an official leaving date?

We are waiting for guidance from the Department of Education.

How GCSEs, AS and A levels will be awarded in summer 2021
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Thursday 5th March was World Book Day, see if you can work out who these members of staff are meant to be! 
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National Book Tokens  

Are you a budding artist and do you love reading?  Then 

enter the competition to design a National Book Token 

which are on sale in many major bookshops and retailers.

You could win yourself £100 book tokens and some for the 

school.

All the information and downloadable template is on the 

attached link.  

https://www.worldbookday.com/competitions/design-

a-national-book-token-2021/

Spring is coming!

Jack Ball has been learning about growing plants from seeds this 

week. He has grown some cress for his lunch. He is now planning 

the vegetable patch at home , what to plant, when to plant and how 

big of an area he needs to plant his seedlings in. Looks like Jack is 

going to be very busy over the next few months. 

Pancake Competition Winners!

WELL DONE TO ALL WHO ENTERED!

All of the designs were outstanding.

Prizes will be given out when we return to school.
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WINNER

IZZY CUDBY

RUNNER UP

ALFIE BAILEY

C
at
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o

ry
 2

WINNER

NAONI GAYNOR

RUNNER UP

CHLOE TAYLOR

https://www.worldbookday.com/competitions/design-a-national-book-token-2021/
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Here are a few samples of GCSE food technical skills and practical assessments

FOODTECH

Frankie’s Completed Dishes

Pie & Chocolate Eclairs by Emma

Fish Cakes by Issy

Cake by Issy

Completed Dishes by Daisy

Dish by Jessica

Completed Dish by Lani

Ella’s Dish

Jennifer’s Dish

Nathaniel’s Dish
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A selection of art and drama work produced during lockdown.

ARTS & DRAMA

Oliver, Year 7 Blane, Year 7 Rebecca, Year 8 Lara, Year 9

Grace, Year 10 Elena, Year 10 Jasmine, Year 8Eleanor, Year 8

Very emotive work by Emma and Skyla Year 9, creating war time diary entries for Drama

I watched in agony as they boarded 

the train, grim faced, not knowing what 

lay ahead. One by one they stepped 

into the carriages. Pain struck through 

me, like a dagger to the heart when I 

caught a glimpse of him. This would be 

the last time I ever saw him. I closed 

my eyes tightly, remembering all the 

good times we had shared. At least he 

would die in honour, risking his life for 

those who love him, for our country. 

Although, nothing, not anything in the 

world could justify this. Sending all 

those men to their deaths. Suddenly, I 

hear the eerie whistle of the train 

calling for departure. Grief took over 

me, strangling me in despair. He was 

gone.

Today was the day we had all been waiting in floods of 

nervousness and anticipation for. Today we were finally going to 

set off and move to the front. We were finally going to become 

heroes. I went on my tiptoes and over all of the bobbing, excited 

heads I saw the train that was to take us. Butterflies rushed 

through my stomach and I clutched it tightly. It would be my first 

time going anywhere apart from here and I was feverish with 

excitement. There were young ladies everywhere today handing 

out flowers to us and wishing us good luck. One young girl came 

and gave me a handful of daisies and I still had them in my 

pocket. Finally it was time to board. As I climbed up I had a 

glimpse of the porter. He was short and had a stony face and a 

hard set brow that he wore on his forehead. He scowled when he 

saw me staring and I clambered up quickly into the stuffy 

carriage. Suddenly the train whistled and we flashed past the 

station and the young ladies and the poster of Lord Kitchener and 

for a second he held my gaze and I held his. Then it was gone 

and we were flying towards our fate.
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Key Workers Club

Over the past 7 weeks our school has been running a key 

workers club for the students who need to come into 

school. We have been working hard and thriving! whilst our 

parents have been working in a wide range of jobs from 

teachers and nurses to firefighters.

We have coloured in pictures and created “the great wall of 

key workers”.

Today, I asked  the staff and students (someone from every year group) their opinion on the Key Workers Club 

and here is their feedback.... 

Indi (year 7) and Rhianna (Year 8) said that they loved it and found it more productive than when they are home. 

Over lockdown we had a new arrival to our school Owen (year 7) who had gone to a different key workers club in 

his previous school, when I asked for his opinion he said he liked how small it is. 

Year 9,11 and sixth form students all agreed that it is easy to concentrate and that it had a homely feel. 

Year 10 students disagreed and said they found it more boring than school! 

When I asked the staff they said it has been nice because they have had the opportunity to meet new students. 

All together, I would say that everyone enjoys it here when they need to come and everyone is welcome from the 

very second they walk in.

Thank You!

A massive Thank You must go out to Mr and Mrs Vaughan and the master baker Mrs Goff for the cakes and treats 

they have brought to Key Workers Club. They have kept us all going and we couldn’t have done it without your 

generosity. 
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Holmes Chapel Boxing Club

Holmes Chapel Boxing Club have been fundraising like 

crazy for the opening of their new boxing gym at the 

station yard units. The new gym will have so much 

more space to extend the current provision and 

membership numbers. 

The new gym will have two floors, full sized ring, office, 

meeting room, changing facilities and showers. The 

club has already done a sponsored skipathon and 

marathon walks and the current fundraiser is a 

spectacular raffle with over 60 prizes donated by local 

businesses and signed merchandise from Tyson Fury, 

Ricky Hatton, Antony Crolla, Tommy Fleetwood and 

the Sale Sharks rugby team. 

To buy your tickets please email 

raffle@boxingchapel.co.uk or pop to Bargain Booze. 

The draw will take place live on social media on Friday 

19th March at 7.30pm.

Please click here for information on Parent/Carer 

webinars available I Spring 2021. 
Please click here for information on Practical 

Strategies Webinars in Spring 2021

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_6b2fddbeffab4ab0b8d07dc271356fb7.pdf
https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_738f23ca38c74c6082e216589e773672.pdf



