
Carrying knives and sharp objects in school  - Position statement 
 
Within society, knife crime is a growing and deeply worrying feature; one which we as a                
school community must take very seriously. The governing body at HCCS wish to make it               
clear that we have a ZERO tolerance approach to the carrying of knives or other such sharp                 
objects that could be used to endanger the safety of anyone in our school by students, staff                 
or visitors.  

 
All members of our community and all visitors are expected to demonstrate RESPECT in              
their relationships with each other and in their conduct around school. To have respect for               
each other includes ensuring that nothing that we do, or omit to do, places anyone else at                 
risk of harm. 
 
HCCS has a reputation for being one of the country’s finest schools, providing our students               
with a variety of opportunities for outstanding learning and personal growth, all focused on              
achieving our core purpose of ‘Preparing learners for a changing world’. 

  
 Appropriate use of tools and equipment in school 
 
There are frequent occasions when school staff and contractors working on site will need to               
use tools that include knives and other sharp items which could, potentially, be used as               
offensive weapons. Under no circumstances must such items be left unattended or            
unsecured on site. Risk assessments will be carried out to ensure practices are adhered to               
at all times.  
The rest of this policy refers to inappropriate carrying of knives or other objects that could be                 
used as an offensive weapon while on school premises. The safety of students and staff is                
the principal objective.  
 
Inappropriate carrying of knives or sharp objects in school 

 
When an individual is suspected of inappropriately carrying a knife or any object that could               
be used as an offensive weapon whilst in school, the following actions will be taken:  

● The matter will be referred immediately to a member of the school’s Core Leadership              
Team. 

● Where there are additional concerns surrounding the situation, such as when a            
student has recently threatened another with physical harm or been violent in the             
past, The Police will be contacted.  

● The Head of School, or delegated member of staff, will ask the individual to disclose               
and display the contents of their bag and pockets. 

● The individual will be asked to agree for a member of staff to scan them and their                 
belongings with a hand held metal detector. 

● In the case of students, parents or carers will be summoned to site immediately. 
● If the individual is unwilling to cooperate; is threatening to use a weapon; or members               

of staff have concern for their safety, the police will be called. 
● While it is important to establish control as soon as possible, staff will not attempt to                

approach a person known to be carrying a dangerous weapon when doing so may              
put them or others at risk of injury. 

● If necessary, steps will be taken to de-escalate the situation and/or remove others             
from the vicinity. 



● Where the person carrying the offensive weapon is an adult, and they refuse to leave               
the premises, The Police will be called immediately and steps will be taken to remove               
others from the vicinity. 

● At no time will any member of staff put themselves or others at risk.  
 
Appropriate actions following an incident 
 
The carrying around school of an unauthorised knife or object that could be used as an                
offensive weapon can not be tolerated. All incidents will be investigated as soon as possible,               
once the situation has de-escalated and the environment is safe. The outcome and potential              
sanctions will be determined on a case by case basis.  
 

● Any student found to be carrying such an object will, in the first instance, receive a                
fixed term exclusion of 5 days in line with the school’s exclusion policy. 

● The Head of School will commission an investigation by an appropriate member of             
The Senior Leadership Team. 

● The results of the investigation will be presented to the Head of School who will form                
a judgement about the most appropriate course of action, including the possibility of             
a permanent exclusion. The school’s exclusion policy will be followed at all times. 

● The parents of the student will be kept informed about the incident, the investigation              
and the outcomes in relation to their child. 

● The Head of School will keep the Chair of Governors informed at each stage of this                
process and will give a summary report to The Behaviour and Wellbeing Committee. 

● The Head of School’s decision is final and there is no appeal process. 
● Any concerns with regard to the process will be dealt with via the school’s complaints               

procedure. 
● Any member of staff found to be carrying such an object without authorisation will, in               

the first instance, be suspended from duty pending an investigation under the            
disciplinary procedure. 

● The disciplinary procedure for staff will be followed in relation to the incident             
investigation and the decision making process. 

● Visitors to school should not be carrying knives or other items that could be used as                
an offensive weapon. They must declare any items meeting this description and            
leave them for safe storage at reception or with The Site Team while on school               
premises.  

● Any visitor found to be carrying such an object and who does not freely offer them up                 
for safe storage, will NOT be allowed to enter the secure school site. 

● The views of The Police will be sought as part of all investigations under this policy. 
● Following the outcome of the investigation, The Head of School will take all             

necessary steps to ensure that any threat to the safety and wellbeing of students and               
staff has been removed in relation to this incident and to future risk from any               
individual. 

 


