
Hello everyone, 
Thank you!

Since I wrote to you two weeks ago, school life has really settled down and 
feels much more normal than maybe would be expected. Walking around 
school it is good to hear the sound and chatter of children learning and playing. 
With all of the classroom doors open it is quite easy to get a flavour for what is 
going on in each of the teaching spaces whilst walking around school. There is 
a real feeling that the school days are busy and purposeful. Essential 
ingredients as we look to get all of our students back on track with their 
learning.

We are working hard managing the inevitable pressures at lunchtime and 
breaks with our staff continuing to do additional duties to help keep everyone 
safe and supported. We are proud of the fact that our curriculum remains
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broad and rich with our children engaging enthusiastically with lessons. Our overall attendance remains high and I 
would like to thank parents for their continued support as we work to keep our school community safe during this 
phase of the pandemic. Our support teams continue to do a great job keeping the school clean and tidy, making 
improvements to our buildings and looking after the systems and processes that allow our children to learn and 
thrive. 

Following the last newsletter, I have had some very supportive emails from some of you about the link I sent out 
regarding retrieval practice. If you haven’t yet had a chance to look, here is the link to the article I sent out 
previously. Thanks for having a look at this. It's great to know that families are engaging with this so that what we 
are doing at school is picked up at home. 

It is early days, but we have had some really helpful and constructive feedback on the changes we have made to 
the delivery of science. Tony Johnson, our new Director of Science has quickly got to speed with the changes we 
need to make in this department and I hope over the coming school year your children will benefit from the new 
timetable as it starts to have a positive impact on learning.

In general, the behaviour around school has been fantastic. In these unusual times, we all need to have 
confidence both within school and across our community that staying safe is everyone's responsibility. I would like 
to thank our families for working with us and supporting us over the past few weeks. The vast majority of our 
children continue to be positive in their lessons, highly motivated and adaptable as the new changes to behaviours
become embedded. I really would like to thank you all for supporting us in this way. 

Keeping our school community safe - Fortnightly review

This week marks the end of our latest two week review cycle for our covid arrangements in school. We have 
changed some of our expectations which will apply from the 5th October. The information is very important for you 
to read and understand so has already been sent out as a separate communication to you all but if you haven't 
seen this, please use the following link: Review 2nd October 2020

These changes reflect the emerging situation and growth of Coronavirus infection rates. Thanks for your feedback 
and comment. We take your opinions seriously and continue to base our decisions on the very best sources of 
objective information. If you have questions about our arrangements please use the following email address 
Nocv19@hccs.info

Nigel Bielby
Head Teacher

Continued……

https://www.learningscientists.org/
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/post/keeping-our-school-community-safe-2
mailto:nocv19@hccs.info


Your views are important to us so it would help us greatly if you would 
support your child in completing this short survey to enable us to further 
improve access to learning at home.  For this, your child will need to use 
their HCCS email account.

Key behaviours for a positive culture

Keeping safe depends very much on everyone developing a range of safe behaviours and making those 
behaviours a normal expectation of school life. We are working at being consistent in our approach to 
developing new norms. We need your help to make this transition effective. Building on the school’s Respect 
Charter, the three general behaviours we are focussing on are kindness, cooperation and respect. All values 
that we can expect from our children at home, in school and within the community. It is really important that 
home and school can talk and listen to each other. It is a massive lesson in life to work out how to respect and 
listen to each other's views.

Extra Curricular activities

For the first few weeks we have focused on getting our children back on track and on really getting to grips with 
learning. I have received a number of emails asking about extra curricular activities and when some of them 
may start up again. We have been looking closely at music and sport and hope to be in a position to say 
something more definitive after the half term break. At the moment, with infection rates on the rise, the rules 
and guidance around after school activities continues to change. I appreciate your patience at this stage.

Warm regards

Nigel Bielby
Head Teacher

Getting back on track and staying on track

The google classroom is the vehicle that we use to ensure that every child who is not in school can continue to 
access their learning and stay up to date with all of their lessons whilst at home. One thing I would  ask parents to 
help us with is to check with your child that they have logged into every google classroom on their timetable. Our 
teaching staff have been working hard to make sure that all of their Google Classrooms are up and running.  All 
children know how to do this so please take some time this weekend to talk to them about it and help them to 
check it out. If they are not logged into a particular classroom, please contact the member of staff who teaches 
that lesson directly by email. If your child has to stay off school for any reason, they should be able to access 
education at home without delay.

One of the things we learned over lockdown was the benefit of ‘live’ contact with teachers, tutors, teaching 
assistants and heads of house. I will publish some more information about this and what it will look like for your 
child before half term. From now on, if your child is not in school, all of their work will be available on their google 
classroom. 

https://forms.gle/suffEL49K4X1hHLS8
https://forms.gle/suffEL49K4X1hHLS8


HCCS BOARD OF GOVERNORS NEEDS YOU!

In the next newsletter we will begin the nomination process to appoint 2 parent 
governors to our Board. Full details will be shared at this time, however if you 
would like further information at this stage please go to the Governor pages on 
the website or contact pauline.challinor@hccs.info

budgeting and strategy. They need to attend meetings as well as training sessions and they follow a code of 
conduct.  Governors bring a wide range of skills and experience but the role involves thinking rather than doing - in 
other words, 'eyes and ears open, hands off'. Governors are not involved in fundraising, they don't spend much 
time with pupils and they don't do the job of the school employees.

Currently we have vacancies on our governing body for 2 parents, 2 school employees and 2 members of the 
community.  Parent and staff governors are elected; community governors write an application and are 
interviewed.

These links below will provide more detail about the role of school governors :

A message from our Chair of Governors, Christina Burgess

Everyone associated with Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School wants the 
students to have an excellent education.  It's important that all pupils make
good progress and achieve their potential. In order to have high quality teaching 
and learning, teachers and support staff are essential. But governors are also 
important as critical friends to support and to. challenge 

Personally, I've found being a governor both rewarding and challenging.  Since 
HCCS opened in 1978, many members of my family, including my own children, 
have attended. Being a governor is one way in which I can help to ensure that the 
school continues to 'prepare learners for a changing world'. 

So what does a school governor do?  Governors are volunteers who work 
alongside school employees for a 4 year term to monitor teaching, learning, 

Chair of Governors
Christina Burgess

Kind regards,

Christina Burgess

mailto:pauline.challinor@hccs.info
https://www.governorsforschools.org.uk/app/uploads/2018/10/The-role-of-a-school-governor.pdf#:~:text=Being%20a%20school%20governor%20is%20a%20commitment%20to,friends%20to%20the%20%20headteacher%20and%20senior%20leaders
https://schoolgovernors.thekeysupport.com/the-governing-body/constitution-and-membership/governing-body-constitution/parent-governor-trustee-roles-and-responsibilities/?marker=full-search-q-governor%20roles-result-10
https://www.nga.org.uk/Governance-Recruitment/Be-a-school-governor-or-trustee.aspx


Trial Examinations in year 11 and 13

Year 11 and 13 students have two trial examination periods, to prepare them for the summer. These are excellent 
opportunities to review what has been learned, experience what sitting an examination in a formal setting is like, 
and to find out strengths and weaknesses.
We also need to keep assessment records in the event that the summer 2021 examinations have an element of 
Centre Assessed Grades as they did this year. Presently Ofqual are not asking for this, but we are making sure 
that we are prepared for any changes that may come our way. To further enhance this, we are planning regular, 
monthly in class assessments, so that we can track and report to you how students are doing, and we can have 
reliable evidence of where students are at.
To ensure that we are covid secure we have put in place several additional measures, alongside what we are 
already doing. The number of big hall exams has been reduced, students will have their own desk for both days,  
and they will be sat 2 metres apart in all directions. 
Timetables will be published next week to students with details of when and where the exams are to take place. 
Below is a summary of the format of the assessment weeks.

Year 11
Week commencing 19th October
Option Subject Examinations - 2 papers in class, under examination conditions.
3rd and 4th November
English Language, English Literature, Maths, and Science examinations in the Sportshall.

Year 13
5th and 6th November
Trial examinations in the Sportshall under examination conditions in all subjects.

Trial examinations are also due to take place in February to help students gain further experience in exam 
technique, and to put into practice what they have learned from the November examinations.

HCCS

Homework improvements

We are upgrading the way parents and students can keep track of 
homework.
Currently homework is set through Bromcom, and parents can monitor this 
through the MyChildAtSchool app. During lockdown, we made excellent use 
of Google Classroom, and this has continued into the new school year. 
In November, after half term, we will be using Google Classroom only to set 
resources and homework for students. 

This has many benefits, including:

• Students - One place to look for what homework is due, and one place for resources.
• Staff - One system to update, and better integration with Google Docs, Google Slides etc.
• Parents - Guardian Summaries - an automated summary email to you, either daily or weekly (you choose), 

that tells you what deadlines and tasks are coming up, any missed deadlines, and a summary of tasks.

In the next newsletter we shall share some more details about how this will work for you. It is really easy to set 
up and will be another step forward for us all to help our students keep organized.



Warhammer 40k Club

After school warhammer club in H4 on Thursdays 3.30-4.30 (Starting 8th 
October 2020)   Bring an army and play or come to watch. No knowledge 
of the warhammer 40000 rules or universe  is required. In terms of Armies 
start Collecting boxes are recommended as a starting point as well as your 
army's codex book.

Please note that due to Covid - 19 Dice rolling apps are to be used if 
possible. People must also sanitise hands and wear a mask.

Please note that the club will be run using the 9th Edition ruleset but most 
8th edition army codex books are still compatible. 

The Spooky Spider Trail

The Spooky Spider Trail will be running throughout Holmes 
Chapel during October half term.
The trail will run from Monday 26th October till Sunday 1st 
November. Shops, businesses and homes will be displaying 
Halloween themed displays.

You can pick up a trail map from The Deli and Coffee Shop. 
The map will show you the shops that have spiders hidden in 
their windows, write the colour of the spider and where you 
have found it, and hand back in to The Deli and Coffee Shop 
to receive a treat!
Feel free to dress up, the spookier the better!
Post any photos you take on the trail in the group, we’d love to 
see everyone enjoying it!

Have fun, and Happy Halloween!
Find us on Facebook

Year 11 Maths Retrieval Grids

The Maths Faculty will be setting 
Retrieval Grids for all year 11 
students each month during this 
academic year.  These grids are 
designed to support revision and 
to keep doing Maths, which is 
really the best way to revise for 
Maths!  Look out for these at the 
start of every month on the 
maths google classroom.  The 
answers will be posted at the 
end of every month.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/353278509124561/permalink/359650068487405
https://www.facebook.com/groups/353278509124561/permalink/359650068487405


Woodland and Hedgerow Planting Sunday 11th October

Please follow this link to book in to this autumn’s woodland and hedgerow planting in Goostrey.

I have been very fortunate to have the support of three fantastic land owners for places to plant; to Silbelco and 
Goostrey and Twemlow Parish Councils for financial support; the Woodland Trust for some plants; and Barclays 
Bank for providing some labour.

In truth I have probably bitten off slight more than I should have here, with over 400 plants to be set on their way 
on the 11th October alone. This is why I would really value your support.

We will need 40 ‘bookings’, that’s 40 households or individuals to commit to a 45 minute slot on Sunday 11th 
October via the link below to help plant this forest! There is so much to do and all are welcome.

Unfortunately owing to the public health requirements it is not permissible to just turn up, everyone must book.
I have been enormously encouraged by the wildlife that has already started to make homes at Swanwick
Hall/Turf Fields where our previous years efforts have been concentrated and also by the interest shown by all 
the young people.

So many people have commented this year that they are very grateful for the nature and wildlife that they have 
discovered on their doorstep, if just a fraction could sign up to help on Sunday 11th we will easily get enough 
help to plant everything and create a brand new hedgerow and woodland for all.

Please commit to coming and also share this with anyone else you think may be interested.

https://lovegoostrey.com/event/young-peoples-wildlife-project/?fbclid=IwAR1ChcmDeotDPzMHGwSs-k_cPTVh_9wGdhrSYZ0VHQvfDIOyuUMy4loMYM0
https://lovegoostrey.com/event/young-peoples-wildlife-project/?fbclid=IwAR1ChcmDeotDPzMHGwSs-k_cPTVh_9wGdhrSYZ0VHQvfDIOyuUMy4loMYM0


Visyon are offering a series of parent webinars which are intended to offer information and ideas to help you in 
supporting your child with understanding and managing their emotions and wellbeing. These are open to 
parents/carers or other interested family members.

The webinars are delivered as a presentation on Zoom. As a participant you are not connected via video or 
audio but may interact or ask questions using the typed chat function. You may only want to attend the session 
which is most relevant to you or you might find all useful, although there will be some overlap between the 
sessions.

The forthcoming webinars are (click on the links below to access the Zoom meetings):

Managing Uncertainty in the 
Time of Covid

Please click on the relevant link to register in advance for the webinar you wish to attend. You need to 
register separately for each webinar you wish to attend.

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
webinar. Please direct any queries to laura.kerr@visyon.org.uk, rather than the address on this confirmation 
as this is a generic email address which may not be responded to as quickly.

If you are interested in finding out about other ways in which Visyon might be able to support you and your 
family, please visit www.visyon.org.uk, follow us on Facebook (Visyonltd) or telephone us on 01260 290000.

Visyon Parent/Care Webinars

Managing Big Emotions(Anger 
and Anxiety)

Building Self Esteem and 
Resilience

Understanding the Teenage 
Brain

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_coor2k4XRIu72ogqiaMRrQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nvMFD782QRmnGKX3jGgxbw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iPblDtG1S6yuFrnH_8KdyA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0gm-6h2nQTqDnCGhR7Jv3A
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