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Education at Home - guidance for students, parents and carers 
 
During these unprecedented times we will be providing learning materials, contact with teachers and 
feedback to our students via the Google Classroom. Every student, family and teacher will be working 
in different circumstances and we will operate a system that can be adapted to best suit your 
circumstances at home.  
 
From Monday 20 April we will set work on Google Classroom using the following method: 
 

● Students will be set weekly tasks in the form of one assignment per subject. 
● All weekly assignments will be added to the Google Classrooms on Monday mornings at 

8.30am.The deadline for all tasks will be 8.30am the following Monday. This will allow you to 
plan your week in a way that best suits you. 

● Each subject assignment will give clear guidance outlining the amount of time that should be 
allocated to it. This will correspond to the recommended hours as outlined below. 

● Teachers will clearly label the tasks that will be marked so students know when they will receive 
feedback. Work to be marked should be ‘turned in’ on the google classroom using Google Docs 
or Google Slides. The frequency of marking and feedback will continue in line with the school 
policy. 

 
As a recommendation, during the week, you should aim to complete the following: 

● Read through and engage with the thought for the week.  At school, we would do this by looking 
at one video/ slide per day.  

● Read for pleasure (at least 20 minutes per day) 
● Between 2-3 hours per day of academic work (please see below for recommended weekly 

allocation of work and for guidance of how you might split up each day)  
● Exercise (at least 20 minutes per day) 

 
You can access our FAQs via the Education at Home button on the website and email 
educationathome@hccs.info with any questions about your learning that are related to more than one 
individual assignment. 
 
Recommended weekly coverage of curriculum content: 
 
In addition to the below, teachers will provide some ‘enrichment’ activities and/ or signpost to further 
learning opportunities and platforms that students can complete if they wish.  
 

Year Recommended number of hours per subject per week 

7 - 9 English 2 hours; maths 2 hours (2-3 hours in Y9); science 1-2 hours; art, drama, music 
30 mins each; humanities (to include all geography, history and RE) 1-2 hours; IT 30 
mins; MFL (to include both languages) 1-2 hours; PE 1 hour; technology 1 hour. 

10 & 11 English 2-3 hours; maths 2-3 hours; science 2-3 hours; option subjects 1-2 hours each; 
PE 1-2 hours. 
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12 & 13 5 hours of set work per A level subject, plus independent work. 
 

 
Year 11 and 13 
 
Teachers will set work for year 11 and year 13 students so that they can complete their courses from 
home. Please be aware that courses will complete at different times and this will be no later than May 
half-term. The completion of this work is not compulsory and will not count towards final grades. 
However, completing it will provide the basis for the next step in learners’ educational journey, as well 
as providing focus and intellectual stimulation at a time when more time than normal is being spent at 
home. In addition, we are developing some Year 11 to Year 12 transition materials to support students 
moving into the 6th Form and these will be available via our website soon. 
 
Tips for managing workload and wellbeing at home: 
 

● Set up a daily, varied, manageable routine that includes literacy and numeracy. For example, a 
day could look like this: 

○ Some early morning physical activity then breakfast and a conversation about the day 
○ Two learning sessions of 45 minutes split with a short break in between. 
○ Some quiet reading time, a (socially distanced) walk, talking to friends and sharing what 

they’re learning and doing 
○ A further two 45 minute sessions or three 30 minute sessions focused around learning 
○ followed by a conversation on the positives of what has been achieved, what has gone 

well and what might need a revisit the day after. 
● This is not ‘normal’ school so adjust the length of learning activities and the shape of the day 

accordingly. We are not going to sanction students for doing their best and we are aware of the 
need to adjust how we give feedback and assess learning and progress. 

● Don’t put off all the “hard” stuff or the things you don’t like as much until later. Tackle the tough 
stuff first and then be proud of what you have achieved. 

● Support each other. Face to face contact is very important so that we do not feel alone. Using 
free apps such as google meet or zoom is easy and allows students to chat, ‘meet up’ and even 
create study groups where they can all study the same thing at the same time. It also allows 
parents and carers to be connected, to swap ideas and to share success. 

● Take regular breaks. 
● Share your successes. Photograph work and tweet the school; share on the classroom stream; 

whatsapp your mates; Facetime your relatives and tell them what you are learning about. 
● Don’t feel guilty if you don’t get all of your activities done. Be realistic. Do your best and make 

yourself proud. 
● Keep smiling 
● Stay in touch with your friends, colleagues and teachers. 
● Remember that we are proud to have you as part of our community! Be proud of yourself too! 


