
Dear Parent/Guardian/Student

There is much speculation at the moment about how schools may start to increasingly bring more students 
back to the classroom before the summer break. Attention has focused on year groups 10 and 12. 

School leaders and governing bodies are being asked to consider the most appropriate, local response and the 
Department of Education has issued broad guidelines to help schools to make these decisions. We have carried 
out a risk assessment and a review of the potential benefits to students being in school. 

With the exception of some of our most vulnerable students, those using our Key Workers Club, and in very 
specific cases where targeted interventions have been identified as essential, school will not reopen before 
September 2020.

We have today sent out a message to all parents and students which can be accessed here.

The situation and guidance is changing almost daily. We will therefore be conducting a range of consultation 
exercises about the steps required to make our school as safe as possible and also to guide us in the additional 
steps we may need to take in order to give everyone the confidence to return to school. The safety of everyone 
in our school community must, as always, be our absolute priority.

Denis Oliver
Executive Headteacher
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Josh Sweeney Brown

It is with very heavy hearts that we announce to our 
community the tragic loss of ex-student Josh Sweeney Brown 
who died recently of a longstanding condition. Josh left us to 
join Fallibroome High School in March last year and has been 
sadly missed since his departure.

Josh’s mother, Fiona, said that he was “the boy that made 
everyone smile” and I am sure that all of us that knew him 
would completely agree. Josh was described by those who 
taught him or contributed to his learning and care, as being a 
cheeky character with a zest for life and full of fun. He was a 
brave young man who took on the enormous challenges he 
faced every day and could often be seen whizzing around 
school giving lifts to his friends on his motorised wheelchair.

When Josh moved to Fallibroome he developed some great friendships with students and made a lasting 
impression on staff with his charisma and charm, Josh spent just a short time attending Fallibroome until his 
mum Fiona made the decision to keep Josh at home to spend time with his younger siblings, Josh took time to 
help his mum look after his baby sister Felicity and Alfie, his younger brother, especially enjoyed the extra time 
he spent with him.

Josh’s Funeral took place on 14th May

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_780cff3ebda14fa1a44ed2f8c7044391.pdf
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Supporting Our Most Vulnerable Students Through The Lockdown

The school closures have presented a number of challenges for children and families as we support them 
through the home-learning landscape. At HCCS we have continued to provide targeted support for our 
students and in particular our most vulnerable learners. Hopefully, you will also have had first-hand 
experience of the great work of our form tutors as they have personally contacted all of the children in their 
forms over the last three weeks. 

Our Head of House team have been extremely proactive in contacting some of our students who have found 
things more difficult at home and who have needed more contact and help for them to adjust. Whilst it has 
been great to see that so many students have approached their learning with such dedication, it is really 
important that we all strike the right balance between work, rest and play to ensure that we stay physically 
and mentally healthy. Our Heads of House have been a fantastic support to many of our learners in this 
respect. Please be aware that next week is the start of a national campaign for mental health awareness 
which is focused on kindness. As a result, we would like to invite you all to carry out or reflect on an act of 
kindness. 

Our SEN team have been a constant help and support to many of our children, by ensuring they are present 
in the relevant Google Classrooms and are on hand to support in learning. Their proactivity has also been 
greatly evident and we have been delighted to receive such positive feedback from so many parents with 
regards to this.

We have also made sure that some of our most vulnerable children and families are supported in how they 
access the Google Classroom. We were delighted to be able to deliver Chromebook laptops on loan to a 
number of children who had been unable to access the technology needed to fully engage with their home 
learning. This was such a positive experience and it was great to be able to chat to some of our children and 
parents from a distance as we delivered these devices.  We will shortly be delivering a second set of laptops 
to other children who have struggled to access home-learning over the past few weeks.

Learning Intervention Team. 

At this time of year the Learning Intervention 
Team focuses on transition. This means that 
Matthew Nicolle will be working with Nathalie 
Gosset to support Year 10 students. This will offer 
further support as our Year 10 students progress 
into their final year of GCSE provision. In 
addition, Heather Hughes will be working with 
Nathalie Gosset to support Year 8 students. This 
is to ensure that Year 8 students are supported in 
their transition into Year 9 and GCSE courses.

Heather Hughes is currently working with our 
new intake of Year 6 students. We look forward 
to those students joining us in Year 7. If you have 
any questions about Year 6 transition please visit 
our website.

Any further questions, please get in touch via 
email: transition@hccs.info
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HCCS looking after one of our own.

Attached is a picture of Dr Oliver Dray, ex HCCS student and Doctor at 
Leighton hospital A&E. He is wearing one of the face masks that Mrs Berrisford
and Mr Hogg have been making. 

Some of the materials used were donated locally by Hermitage Primary 
School. 

Cheshire in Bloom' Photography Competition

Our second photography competition, 'Cheshire in Bloom' has seen a remarkable response with submissions 
from 60 students, again across all year groups, surpassing the numbers of our popular maiden competition 
‘Our Community’. 

The standard of the entries were such that the decision was taken to put all three prizes to the public vote 
through our school Twitter account with Issy Eley, Alice Ball, Mai-Sze Jukes, Noah Hankey, Lucy Guy, 
Theodore Castle, Tabitha Alcock-Bailey, Matilda Ward, Harry Mills, Charlotte Moore, Charlie Mills and Beth 
Buchanan each drawing exceptional support to their outstanding work, with the three finals drawing well 
over 300 votes.

Our worthy winners can be seen below. Our 1st winner comes in the form of 7CC’s Beth Buchanan’s low-
angle natural form composition which combines vibrant colours and an extremely well controlled shallow 
depth of field. Our second winner comes from Tabitha Alcock-Bailey, 8MH, and captured the imagination of 
our voters with her collaged submission depicting a combination of Cheshire countryside and wildlife. Last 
but by no means list is our third ‘Cheshire in Bloom’ winner, Theodore Castle of 11CH, with his beautifully 
composed local landscape which unsurprisingly proved very popular with the voters. 

Beth Buchanan, 7CC Tabitha Alcock-Bailey, 8MH

Theodore Castle, 11CH

Our new ‘Abstract’ is already under 
way and open for fresh entries.
Click here for more information

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_ae8391716dc44ea68f04427592c1c512.pdf
https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_ae8391716dc44ea68f04427592c1c512.pdf
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Y7 Geography - Rainforest in a box competition

Rainforests are incredible, filled with life that has developed amazing and unique ways of surviving the 
rainforest conditions. ‘Plant Your Future’ wanted young people to discover and learn more about this 
fascinating part of our world, and so launched the ‘Rainforest in a Box’ competition! Some of the Year 7 
geographers entered, and their work can be seen below:

Cate Clayton Lottie Evenden PowellAlice Kirkham

Geography Work

7Y2 have just started their new topic of 
‘The Middle East & Russia’. As part of 
their work they had to create a title page -
here is just a small sample of some great 
work!

Mia Wakefield

Trinley Wilson
Beth Buchanan
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They climbed trees, went on a scavenger hunt, built dens and 
spent time looking into nature and collecting items for every 
colour of the rainbow tin honour of our NHS parents and carers. 
After a picnic outside in the warmth of the sun and some fun as 
the teachers took part in a headstand competition, egged on by 
the group, we all headed inside for some alternative learning 
and some science tasks focusing on ecological diversity.

The feedback from the day has been fantastic. The mix of ages 
and the range of activities meant that the students were able to 
really benefit from the experiences. 

As the school closure continues, we will look to run similar 
events to ensure that our students have the best possible 
opportunities during this challenging time.

Forest Schools Day 

We invited some of our students to take part in a series 
of active but socially distanced  learning experiences. 
They  were mainly students that use the Key Workers’ 
Club and are attending school regularly, so the day was 
aimed at giving them a break from the lock-down norm 
and immersing them in a range of activities from baking 
to forest schools! 

The students spent the morning making delicious 
pizzas to take home with them. Mrs Davis did a great 
job securing some bread flour for this task, and after 
making their baked Italian treats, the students moved 
on to their next activity and went wild in the woods.

Simple steps to improve wellbeing: 

• Create a plan for the day or week to provide structure to each day. This will help you to manage your 
workload and support time management. 

• Follow the guidance set on how much time to spend on each school work task.
• Ask for help if you need it. If it’s a question about the work set contact subject teachers. If you need 

emotional support, contact your Tutor or Head of House. 
• If it’s possible, have a set place or time for school work. This will help to make a clear separation 

between the time you are relaxing or working at home. 
• Start or end your school day with some exercise. This can make you feel more relaxed, happier and more 

energised. 
• Try to connect with others as much as possible. Take an active part in family activities and keep in touch 

with your friends.
• Get the basics right: stay hydrated, sleep and eat well.

We are here to help if you need us! 
Please get in touch via email: studentsupport@hccs.info
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Maths praise and success

We’ve been super impressed with the level of engagement in Maths so far this half term, both on our usual 
weekly set work, and on our Puzzles and Challenges Enrichment google classroom, and we wanted to share 
some of the successes we’ve seen! If you haven’t already joined our extra puzzles classroom, the code is 
472hy66. We’d love to see what you can do!

Tabitha Alcock-Bailey (Y8) has received her 
Certificate of Awesomeness from Miss Lamb for all 
the work she has completed so far and for going 
above and beyond, engaging with the extra puzzles 
and creative projects available in the enrichment 
classroom! 

Here are her beautiful 
examples of Insect Symmetry 
and Origami! 

Well done Tabitha!

Ellis Beardmore (Y8) has received his Certificate of 
Awesomeness from Miss Eustis for his boundless enthusiasm 
and eagerness towards his Maths studies. Not only is he the 
first in his class to complete his weekly set maths tasks, but 
he then chooses to go above and beyond by asking for extra 
topics to work on! 

A fantastic learning attitude Ellis, well done! 

Maddy Hollingworth (Y8) has also been getting 
creative with one of our Creative projects, managing to 
do a Hexagonal “curve of pursuit.” This takes a lot of skill 
and accuracy, and she has done a fantastic job doing a 
more complex shape. She has also engaged with a lot of 
the weekly challenge puzzles too! Well done!

Adam Mahan (Y10) has 
already gotten started on 
this week’s creative project 
and has sent us a picture of 
his first successful origami! 
He has reassured us that this 
is the first of many he shall 
be attempting this week, and 
we can’t wait to see them!

Chelsea Lish (Y7) went 
above and beyond in the 
creation of her revision 
poster on Fractions and 
Percentages. She 
completed all of the 
work and her poster was 
certainly eye catching. 
Well Done Chelsea :) 

Special Mentions:
Vaughan DIngle (Y8) for 
being the first student to 
solve Miss Lamb’s number 
problem out of her year 8, 
9 and 10 classes!

Lee Kelly (Y10) who has 
continually been 
submitting excellent 
maths work on time. He 
has been putting a huge 
amount of effort into all of 
the tasks set and is 
making real progress. 
Well done Lee!

Adam Laffey (Y7) -
fantastic engagement 
with the enrichment 
classroom, having a go at 
both the weekly 
challenges and the 
creative projects!

Sophie Graham 
(Y9) has also 
been quick off 
the mark getting 
involved with this 
week's origami 
challenge! Here’s 
her seriously cute 
turtle!



COVID-19 Edition

KS3, 4 & 5 Artwork

A selection of artwork created by students in key stages 3, 4 and 5.

Molly Bradley, Y9

Jess Caulfield, Y7

Kate Burgess, Y7

Heather Grey, Y9

Lottie Woodhead, Y7

Finley Vaughan, Y7

Tilly Warren, Y7

Josie Paterson, Y10

Isobel Hollinshead, 
Y10

Sarah Jane Clifford, Y10

Daisy Shaw, Y12

Kamrhan Arasteh, Y7
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Edward Webb 7MH

Edward Webb, 7MH, has been spending a lot of his 
spare time painting Warhammer 40k characters for the 
miniature war game with citadel paints.  He is getting 
them ready for the after school club Thomas organises 
and his Saturday club.  They come in lots of pieces and 
need cutting off the spurs and gluing together before 
they can be painted with all the fine detailing.  The 
yellow guy is an Imperial Fist & the blue one is a Tau 
Sa’Cea sept. For size context, the cork is a real, regular 
sized bottle cork.

Get Buzzy creating

As this years 'Walk of Memory' (to remember the lives 
lost in the Manchester Arena Attack, particularly Nell 
Jones) cannot take place, we would like to see as 
many bees around the area as possible as a sign of 
remembrance

Please see community newsletter for details by 
clicking here. 
It could it be a chalk bee outside, a bee for your 
window, drawn bee, painted bee, sewn bee, bee from 
recycled materials, a painted pebble… get creative! 
This is my painted bee!

The date of the unfortunate event was 22nd May so 
aim for this date.

If you need some inspiration I have attached a 
presentation of ideas to Art Club (code: h2ujfy5). 
Please share your creations by sending a photo to 
amy.albon@hccs.info

Have fun creating!Tabitha, Year 8

Create for the community

We are collecting birthday cards and window displays for the elderly 
residents of Holmes Chapel.
Take a clear photo of your work and email to Ms Albon or 
educationathome@hccs.info and if local to Holmes Chapel, take to 
drop-off points at the Co-op store or petrol station.

Put cards in an unsealed envelope. Inside the card write ‘Happy Birthday!’ and your ‘first name (student of 
Holmes Chapel Comprehensive).’ Just use first names on any work you submit.
Join the ART CLUB Google Classroom for templates and ideas: h2ujfy5

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_db57bcef994645548a5c81a647a460f2.pdf
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Examples of English work

Please click the image to view some examples created by students of English work on the 
subject of Shakespeare’s Macbeth

Book Reviews

Tabitha Alcock- Bailey - 8 MH                                                                   
Says, ‘I’ve been reading the Red Queen series by Victoria Aveyard (BL 5.2, Pts 
17.0). They are very good and are all about fighting for equality.’ The Red 
Queen quartet of books has a plot that is along the lines of The Hunger 
Games with the districts and caste system. 
Apparently, Mrs Gosset recommended them to her and very glad she did! 

Isabella Pemberton - 8AH
Insurgent by Veronica Roth (BL 5.0, Pts 16.0)    
Insurgent is part of a trilogy: Divergent, Insurgent and Allegiant. The story is set in a 
dystopian post-apocalyptic version of Chicago where the entire population is 
grouped and work according to their characteristics:
Erudite- intelligent , Dauntless- brave, Amity- kind, Abnegtion- selfless, Candor-
honest
However the 'divergent' pose a threat to this patriarchy as they don't and can't fit into 
any one faction. Beatrice 'Tris' Prior is the main protagonist in all three books as she 
battles against a society who won't accept divergence. Veronica Roth is an amazing 
author that tells a brilliant and creative story. I love the series so much and it has 
something for everyone.

The Fault In Our Stars By John Green (BL 5.5, Pts 15.0) 
I don't think a book has ever had an effect on me like this one has. It is the heart-
wrenching story of Hazel Grace, a 16-year old with thyroid cancer. She goes to a 
wacky support group where she meets Augustus Waters whose leg was amputated 
to stop Osteosarcoma advancing to the rest of his body. He brings happiness and 
adventure into Hazel Grace's life. In a horrible turn of events, Augustus' cancer comes 
back and I quote 'my body lit up like a Christmas tree'. The actual title for the book 
was from Shakespeare's play Julius Caesar in an exchange between Cassius and 
Brutus, where Cassius says ' The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars,/But in 
ourselves, that we are underlings'. John Green has truly succeeded in making this 
read amazing, he didn't hide away from the brutal truth he just put it exactly how it is. 
I have 2 favourite quotes from the story, 'The marks humans leave are too often 
scars' and 'Grief does not change you, Hazel. It reveals you'.

Mrs Wardle -
I was compiling a quiz for my extended famly and ended up re-reading ‘The House 
at Pooh Corner’ by A A Milne.  Had forgotten just how funny it is.  Perhaps you have 
a copy tucked away.  
Both Winnie The Pooh (BL 4.6, Pts 3.0) and The House at Pooh Corner (BL 4.8, Pts 
4.0) are on Accelerated Reader.

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_368229c653644a3d91f292136aeb8869.pdf
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PROGRAMME FOR SCHOOLS 2020
Due to cancellation of the Hay Festival a digital programme for schools has been created especially for 
learning at home, bringing authors straight from their house to yours from Monday 18 – Friday 22 May.
Digital Programme for Schools

Each day, from 8am onwards, you can see two primary (years 3-6) authors introduced by Konnie Huq and 
two secondary (years 7-10) authors introduced by Jenny Valentine. These events will be available to watch 
again on Hay Player and you can access teaching materials to support learning before, during and after the 
festival.

Cressida Cowell, Onjali Q Rauf, Patrice Lawrence. Muhammad Khan, Emma Carroll, Sue Cheung, Lucy 
Worsley, Liz Pichon amongst other well known authors will be talking about their books.

Click here for a Video made by our students, facilitated by Mrs Wright and Mr Roberts,  edited by 
Spencer from the inner trust commemorating VE Day.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtaLO46vtJU&feature=youtu.be
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Ben Beechner 7CC VE Day Celebrations

Just some photos of Ben Beechner 7CC and his family fully embracing in the celebrations of VE Day.

Isobel and Caroline Chetwood

Isobel and Caroline Chetwood have joined the ‘Walk your 
socks off’ campaign to raise money for guide dogs, and will 
be walking 11000 steps every day for the May half term 
week.   

If you are able to, please visit their ‘just giving’ page and 
give a £2 donation to this great cause.  Thank you!

Please click here to access our go-to hub of online safety resources 
for parents

Please click here to read more

https://parenthub.thekeysupport.com/?uuid=30c10ae8-62e8-4bcf-9be1-c918e0a07e96&utm_campaign=ML0605&_hsmi=87497472&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--9cmRhhacs2FUHaWLx9b5_2koervYPyc6mNKcUq4SoWh9muJpJ1kEScrR1xMi6o7H7KZ7r
https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_df88a209b59d4a28be76f507150fa618.pdf
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Parenting support

Parentline - plus is a helpline to offer advice and guidance on any aspect of family life 0808 800 2222 
www.familylives.org.uk

Motherwell Cheshire - specifically counselling for mothers who are struggling and are facing their own 
anxiety and difficulties often in combination with their child's difficulties 01606 557666 
www.motherwellcheshirecio.com

Bereavement and Loss

The Dove Service - provides bereavement and counselling support to children and young people 01782 
683 155 www.thedoveservice.org.uk

Care for the Family - national charity which aims to promote strong family life and helps those facing 
difficulties such as bereavement but also loss through parental breakup offering parental support and 
marriage support 0292 081 0800 www.careforthefamily.org.uk

Grief Encounter- support for bereaved children and their families 020 8372 8455 
www.griefencounter.org.uk

Selfharm and Risk taking behaviour

Harmless- advice for families and for people who self harm www.harmless.org.uk

SelfHarm UK - a project dedicated to young people impacted by self harm providing a safe space to talk. 
www.selfharm.co,uk

The fearless.org  website has a range of free downloadable educational resources which include some 
serious topics if you are genuinely concerned about the serious risk taking behaviours of a young person 
close to you https://www.fearless.org/

http://www.familylives.org.uk/
http://www.motherwellcheshirecio.com/
http://www.thedoveservice.org.uk/
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/
http://www.griefencounter.org.uk/
http://www.harmless.org.uk/
http://www.selfharm.co,uk/
https://www.fearless.org/

