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Dear Parent/Carer

Much of this newsletter is, quite rightly, devoted to the school’s production of ‘Grease’ which has been an 
outstanding success in all its aspects. Mr Redford has led his core team of Miss Simpson, Mr Lawson, Mrs 
Goulding, Miss Plant, Mrs Bradney, Miss Sim and Miss Wimbush in producing something truly wonderful which 
has captured the imagination of the whole school community and, on Tuesday, many from the wider 
community of Holmes Chapel and district. There was so much remarkable about the performances and the long 
journey from the auditions in early autumn. The quality of each of the five performances was outstanding. The 
number of students and staff involved in making them the success that they were was measured in hundreds, 
reinforcing the strong family ethos of the school. The camaraderie between students of all ages, as they 
supported each other, was incredibly heartening. Friendships developed between students who had previously 
had only passing acquaintances with each other. The whole experience has greatly enhanced our feeling of 
togetherness and positivity.

We now look forward to three major events in the week before the Christmas break. 
On Tuesday Evening we hold our Christmas Concert, on Thursday we present our post 18 leavers with their 
exam certificates and celebrate their achievements and on Friday we have our Christmas Assembly which will 
end a long but very successful term.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support and to wish you a joyful Christmas 
and a happy New Year.

Denis Oliver
Executive Headteacher

13/12/19

Grease is the Word!
A massive thank you to everyone who was 
involved in this week’s whole school production of 
Grease.  Staying true to our school name we 
staged a truly ‘comprehensive’ production with 
students from each year group and each house 
and contributing to the show. Rehearsals have 
involved our young people giving up their own 
time over lunchtimes, after school and even 
weekends to bring this show to you, really 
showing their mutual love for performance.

The students, as always, come together as a close-
knit family when presented with a project of this 
nature and have delighted in proving to me that 
this year ‘Grease is the Word.’  I am delighted that 
carers and parents at Holmes Chapel continue to 
celebrate the talents of our young people and 
support them as they demonstrate their 
commitment to the arts.

Well done to everyone involved and have a fantastic Christmas break!
Mr P Redford – Assistant Headteacher 



Grease is the word across the Holmes Chapel 
Community.

On Tuesday we invited members of the local community 
to come and enjoy our school production of ‘Grease’.  We 
were overwhelmed by the response and were grateful to 
welcome residents of local nursing homes, grandparents, 
people who live in the local community and everyone 
involved in Bridge the Gap. Our visitors also enjoyed lunch 
with the cast afterwards in our training rooms.  We were 
overjoyed to be able to present our show to the Holmes 
Chapel community and were inundated with thanks as 
shown in this email:

Representing Bridge the Gap, who helped organise the 
event today, I would like to add that every single person 
who attended the performance said exactly the same to me.  
Everyone was so impressed with the whole event, from the 
invites, help with transport, marshalling, car parking, 
reception, the show itself, the performers, the lunch, the 
cast etc. The list is endless. 
We had well over 100 members of our local community in 
the audience. The students were fantastic ambassadors in 
every respect: meeting, greeting and performing for us.  So 
proud to be associated with such an amazing group of 
people that is HCCS. Thank you to everyone that made 
today possible. You have made such a difference to so many 
people.

Click here 
for more 
photos

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/grease-photos


Team Robster’s Cancer Charity 

During our community performance of ‘Grease’ this week we 
were fortunate to welcome Sarah Williams and her daughter 
Jessica, from Year 8,  to talk to the community about their 
amazing work as part of Team Robster, a local charity 
dedicated to raising money for brain tumour research.  Jessica 
bravely spoke about her family’s own fight for this and the 
importance of raising funds in this area. 

The Brain Tumour Charity is at the forefront of the fight to 
defeat brain tumours, making a difference every day to the 
lives of people with a brain tumour and their families. They 
fund pioneering research to increase survival, raise awareness 
of the symptoms and effects of brain tumours and provide 
support for everyone affected to improve quality of life. The 
generosity of the audience raised £280.80 for the charity.

For more information about Team Robster please type ‘Team 
Robster’ into Facebook or Twitter or visit 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/team-robster

Kerry Comb (Community Governor)
Having moved to Cheshire (Goostrey) ten years ago, as part of a career move, it is safe to 
say we would never want to move away. Cheshire is a fantastic place to bring up a family. 
I believe that we are very fortunate to have such a fantastic school in our area ensuring 
our children get the best possible futures. I believe community is very important and have 
been involved with several organisations in the area during my time in Cheshire.

I am an equine vet (surgeon) and clinical director at Ashbrook equine hospital and 
although this keeps me very busy, I believe it also gives me a number of skill-sets which 
will be very useful as a governor of this school.

Year 7 Christmas Fair

Last week saw the annual Year 7 Christmas Fair held in the school
restaurant.

Tutor groups had been busily arranging and decorating stalls before the 
event with tremendous enthusiasm, and delivered a fantastic and well 
supported event.  There were scores of cakes to eat, hot chocolate for visitors, apple bobbing and a wet sponge 
stall for those who dared! Traditional favourites like name the teddy, guess the weight of the cake, tombola, 
pin the tail on the donkey and hair beading were there too. The students raised nearly £1200, which goes 
towards providing resources for student use on Curriculum Enhancement days.

A fantastic achievement and special thanks to parents who came and donated prizes, tutors for their unstinting 
support and enthusiasm, and of course, an extra special well done, to all students. 
You can be justly proud of what you have achieved!

I have 2 children; Zara has just joined in 2019 and Isobel I hope will join in 2023. This results in a large driving 
force for me to ensure the school continues to grow, develop and strive to be the very best it can be.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/team-robster


MFL News

A busy couple of weeks in the Languages Department since our amazing 'I 
Love Languages' experience for Year 9. There are SO many topics covered 
by each year group annually, most of which would help anybody in several 
ways… Be it holidaying on the slopes over the festive period or simply 
bumping into a German person in the supermarket! (An experience that one 
of last year’s A-level students recently had whilst shopping at Uni! And was 
complimented on her accent!) 

Languages beyond GCSE really do open up so many opportunities to our 
learners. Some go on to study them at  A-Level and then University, others 
choose to use them within their line of work and travel. We have had so 
many enthusiastic and successful students through our school - it is an 
honour to see them flourish in an area of such passion. 

This passion is nurtured throughout their time here at HCCS by a team of dedicated linguists, for whom this 
week is particularly special as they fondly remember and pay tribute to Mrs Andy Goodwin, whose life was 
sadly taken away from her far too early. Andy left us all with the legacy of her infectious passion for language 
learning. Allow your children to teach you some of what they know - let them shine like the stars they are! 

Frohe Weihnachten - Feliz Navidad - Joyeux Noel. 

The London Institute of Banking and Finance ‘Investors 
Challenge’ is in full swing as our students look to earn the 
most out of their portfolios.  Teams are given £100,000 in 
two portfolios (day trading and long term) in the first round 
in order to make the biggest return.  Of the nearly 7,000 
teams entered, only 500 earn a spot in the semi-final.  The 
first round finishes in mid-January so there is a lot of trading 
to do 

Currently we have two teams in contention for a semi-final 
place.  The Supreme Leaders, which made the semi-finals 
last year, have made a 5.09% return on investment in their 
strategic portfolio which sits them just outside the top 100 
student teams for that portfolio.  This is a group of Y13s 
consisting of Josh Holt, Josh Rogers, Sam Donohue, and 
Ralph Pickup.  The HC Bombers have made a 4.25% return 
on their strategic portfolio. This puts them slightly out of the 
semi-final picture.  This group is made up of  Ben Lawrence, 
Josh Bryant, Max Morris, & Will Woodward.  Good luck to all 
our groups, remember that the markets only close on 
national holidays and will be open over Christmas break!



News in Brief

Punctuality at HCCS
You will be aware that earlier this term that we introduced a punctuality detention to 
try to ensure that levels of punctuality to school in the morning improve. This has had some positive 
impact and through your support with getting students to school on time, the numbers of children in 
this detention have fallen by about 60% during the course of the term. 

In spite of this, there is still some confusion about what time school starts and as a result, we are still not as 
punctual as we would like to be as a school. To simplify this, from the start of next term (January 6th) there will 
be only one bell in the morning at 8.40am to signify the start of the school day, instead of the current system of 
having an additional bell at 8,45am to signify the start of tutor period. To clarify, all students will be expected to 
be in school and at their form rooms when the bell goes at 8.40am.  We would be grateful if you could support 
us in reiterating this to your children and ensure they are in school by the time the bell goes at 8.40am.

Pupil Premium and ALW
Mike Forsyth will be returning to his role as Pupil Premium Learning Intervention Manager (LIM) and ALW 
coordinator.  Please email michael.forsyth@hccs.info in the future with any concerns in these two areas. 

Music Theory 
There are currently spaces available in the Music Theory class, run by one of our instrumental teachers Wendy 
Nugent. If you are interested please collect a letter from the Arts Office. The cost is £5.50 per 30min lesson, and 
students have one lesson per week. 

A reminder regarding the Winter Vomiting Season. 
Those reporting vomiting and diarrhea should exclude themselves from school until 48 hours after the 
vomiting and diarrhea have stopped. This important control measure aims to limit the spread of infection to 
others.
Helen Cliff - Health Care Officer

This nationally recognised scheme has a long tradition of giving young people life skills and experiences 
beyond the classroom.
We are looking forward to recruiting to our 2020 Spring intake for the Bronze award. This is a 6 month 
commitment, with 4 main elements. The expedition is the most well known component.
If you are interested to find out more, students and parents are invited to come along to an information 
evening on Thursday 23rd January at 5pm.

If you have any initial questions, email our D of E Leader jason.jones@hccs.info

Scholastic Book Fair
Coming to Holmes Chapel between 24th-29th Jan 2020 - More information in the New Year

D of E information Evening - Thursday 23rd January, 5pm

Are you in year 9 or 10? Would you like to know about the Duke of Edinburgh’s award scheme? 
HCCS has been successfully running the D of E award scheme for a number of years. The 
Bronze award is aimed at year 9 and 10 students, with a further opportunity in the 6th form to 
go for Silver and Gold in the future.



Josh Napier – Footballer of the 
week
Congratulations to Joshua Napier 
he got Footballer of the week. 
Joshua plays weekly football for 
Downs Syndrome Active team 
based at Egerton F.C in Knutsford.

Year 7 Interhouse Netball Report
What an amazing night of netball! A great turnout for the Y7 Interhouse 
Netball Tournament on Monday 2nd December 2019.

Both boys and girls performed in very competitive event! The Y7 
tournament was won by Tatton, after an excellent display of teamwork 
and talent. 

Other awards went to Leon Zifle for most improved and most valuable 
player award for Mia Kirkham Tilly Birks, Emily Cragg and Sophia 
Preece.

Year 8 Interhouse Netball Report
The Y8 inter tutor took place on Monday 9th of December, 
with all four tutors represented.
The girls demonstrated a competitive edge and 
determination to win for their tutor with a very close 
tournament.

The tournament was won by Moreton, after going 
undefeated captained by Lily Robinson 

Year 8 Netball Match Report
On Tuesday 3rd December HCCS Year 8 Netball 
Teams A and B went to Brine Leas to compete in a 
winter tournament this week just as the year 7’s did 
last week. 

The girls came up against Brine Leas and Alsager. 
Both teams tonight showed their motivation to 
succeed and play as a team. We mixed the two teams 
around, which showed great resilience from the girls 
to work in new combinations. Tonight was a night of 
two halves. Both teams had some great passages of 
play both teams beating Alsager but just falling short 
against Brine Leas, who had a strong year 8 side. I am 
very proud of all the girls today, they were a credit to 
themselves and Holmes Chapel. Congratulations girls. 



Year 9 Interhouse Football Tournament
A competitive Year 9 Inter House Football Tournament took place last night with Capesthorne coming out as 
Champions. Thank you to all students who joined us and congratulations Capesthorne. 

Girls Boxing Club
What a turn out for our first ever girls boxing club. I was so proud to see so many girls take to this club on Friday. 
All the girls were so excited to participate and ready to learn new skills. They had a fantastic time, well done to 
you all. Looking forward to seeing you all again this Friday. 

Partner Primary News
Year 3/4 Partner Primary School Boccia - A 
fantastic event involving all our partner 
primaries. Thank you for joining us. 

A lovely sporting event to finish off our 2019 Partner 
Primary Schools sporting calendar. 42 medals were 
awarded in total for 1st,2nd and 3rd places in freestyle, 
breaststroke, backstroke and freestyle relay. 
Congratulations to the overall team winners, Holmes 
Chapel . Pictured are some of the medal winners.

Holmes Chapel Primary School
Team Champions




