
Dear Parent/Carer/Student

Today’s newsletter is a special edition to mark the end of the first half term in what has been a most extraordinary 
couple of months for all of us. In almost 50 years as a teacher I have never known a challenge quite like it. I want to 
start by saying a massive thank you to everyone for the way in which you have adapted to both teaching and 
learning under unusual circumstances. Over the coming weeks and months we will all continue to change and to 
adapt as the situation unfolds. However, I remain very confident and upbeat about the prospect of us all working 
together to get the very best out of all of our students in every year group. 

As we reflect on the past two months and the development so far of our education at home programme, it is 
important also to look forward. Last Thursday, the senior leaders and our governors met to discuss our plans to 
gradually reopen the school in a very calm and gradual manner. We are guided constantly by our responsibility to 
keep everyone within our school community safe. Covid-19 has proven to be a deadly virus and our response to 
bringing staff and students back to the physical classroom has to be carefully planned and considered. Safety and 
confidence go hand in hand.

I am extremely pleased to be able to report to you the way in which we responded to the government’s instruction 
to close school  to all but a small number of children deemed to be vulnerable and those of key workers. In these 
challenging and testing times, enabling key workers to keep working has been so very important to us. The Key 
Workers Club (KWC) has remained open for 50 days, including during the Easter holiday period and during this time 
has supported 26 families. 

The Education at Home programme has grown and will continue to improve with your feedback. We have set work 
and assessed it in line with the school’s policy to mark, assess and give feedback on each 8 hours of work that has 
been set. We have reviewed the quality of this in years 10 and 12 and found that, for the most part, it has been high. 
We have taken note of comments made by students and their parents and made a number of changes which are 
detailed later in this newsletter. We have initiated a review of the programmes of work in all subject areas in years 7 
to 9 and would welcome your comments in contributing to this via educationathome@hccs.info

5**Special Edition** 26/05/20

So far we have also made more than 2,000 face visors 
to support key workers in local health settings.

Our meeting with governors focused on our plans to 
return staff and students to the classroom in a series of 
stages aimed at meeting this objective whilst keeping 
all members of our school community safe. The dates 
for implementing each stage are not all known as they 
are largely dependent on external features, not least, 
the progress against the five key tests set out by the 
government to monitor the transmission of Covid-19. 
Governors have agreed to use the planning framework 
published by a large multi-academy trust  
(https://www.reopeningschools.org/) recognising the 
need for us to continue to monitor and adapt the 
framework as further information and announcements 
are made. 

Click here to view a letter that Cheshire East Local 
Authority has asked us to forward to you outlining the 
council’s advice.

Continued……

https://www.reopeningschools.org/
https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_e43aa271228d4a1f9ad74b63393b3e65.pdf
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Stage 1 - Has now been completed and continues. This included developing a safe systems to enable our key 
workers club and vulnerable learners to access parts of the school during lockdown whilst bringing as few 
staff to school as possible.

Stage 2 - Sees our focus widen as we start to complete our usual safety and maintenance schedules. This 
includes bringing cleaning staff back into school carefully working through class by class. All classrooms have 
been cleaned and locked off for several weeks so we know that they start the reopening process as Covid
free.

Stage 3 - The redevelopment of our sixth form area commenced on the 11th May 2020 as the government 
announced the change in emphasis asking people to now start to return to work. Safe systems of work have 
been implemented by our contractors and the construction areas are self-contained. Our staff can’t go in and 
contractors aren’t able to access other areas of school.

Stage 4 - The really important next step is to bring our staff back to the school environment in a safe and 
confident manner. This starts from the 1st June and accelerates slowly. From the 8th June, teachers will have 
the equipment to deliver live lessons via the internet from every classroom in the school. All classrooms will 
be clean and the teachers will be in protected space.

Stage 5 - We have already shared our plans to bring some students from years 10 and 12 back to school for 
very targeted interventions. We will be inviting around 40 students to come into school for short periods 
before the summer holiday. These are students who for whatever reason, may not have engaged as well as 
they could have with the education at home programme. 

Further stages - No fixed dates are yet set for large numbers of students to return to the classroom. Longer 
term plans will be subject to guidance from the Department of Education as we described in the message we 
sent out previously titled ‘Keeping our school community safe.’ We are designing plans to step the return to 
school in two possible phases assuming 50% of students in one scenario and 100% in the second. Further 
information will follow as this starts to take shape over the summer.

Denis Oliver
Executive Headteacher

Continued……

Remembering Nell and those who died and suffered with her in the Manchester Arena Bombing 
atrocity.

Three years ago on Monday 22nd May 2017 Nell Jones and her friend Freya Lewis went off to enjoy a concert 
together. Nobody could have contemplated the chain of events that followed. Nell, a lovely, bright, popular, 
young girl tragically lost her life. A campaign was launched to raise funds to create a lasting memory to Nell. 
One that she would have been proud of and a ‘Garden of Memories’ came to fruition. An area where people 
can reflect and think. We said that we will never ever forget Nell and a Walk of Memory has taken place in 
each of the last three years, Covid-19 prevents this in 2020 however, we intend to use the Manchester Bee 
which was adopted by the Remembering Nell campaign as a focus for our memories.
Alison Wright and  Amy Albon have encouraged students and the community to get creative and make some 
bees through whatever means they wish as a sign of remembrance.  They have come up trumps and done 
Nell and the others who died so tragically, proud.

Click here to view the gallery

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/manchester-bee
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Keeping our school community safe
Optimising the Learning Experience for Years 10 and 12

Planning for the return of staff and students

Last week we wrote to you all describing our plans to keep our school community safe whilst considering how best 
to implement the latest guidance from the Department of Education. We were asked to start the process, very 
slowly, of reopening our school and Sixth Form. The first step is to increase the face to face contact between 
teachers and their students in year groups 10 and 12. For all students in these two year groups, plans are now in 
place to deliver this objective by providing ‘live lessons’ online to supplement the home education programme 
that is already in place.

We are working on a series of detailed steps aimed at preparing the school and staff for the gradual return of 
students to the classroom. Everything we do and the plans we make must protect the safety of our whole school 
community and we are busy making significant changes to the way school runs in order to achieve this. It is very 
important, that as staff and students gradually return to our school buildings, that people feel safe in order to build 
a vibrant teaching and learning environment. We will all have a part to play in achieving this. 

From the 1st June 2020, we will start the process of returning staff to school in a ‘Covid’ compliant environment. 
Over the following weeks we will see a gradual increase in the numbers of staff and students coming to school 
each day. Starting on 15th June, one of our priority groups, those in years 10 and 12 who appear not to be 
engaging appropriately with their studies, will be invited into school for some targeted interventions. Numbers are 
relatively small and the programme will run in addition to our very successful Key Workers Club.

Live lessons

From 8th June we will start to see a greater number of ‘live lessons’ taught online to Years 10 and 12. Behind the 
scenes, we have been equipping every classroom  so that our teachers are able to deliver these either home or 
from their classroom in school. Further details and schedules for live lessons will be published in due course via 
individual Google Classrooms. Staff will be planning to deliver at least one live lesson per week to each teaching 
group in Years 10 and 12. Whilst these sessions may not completely mirror a normal taught classroom lesson, staff 
are working hard to ensure that they combine some much-needed face-to-face interaction, whole class feedback 
and explanations of key concepts, so that students can continue with their independent learning as effectively as 
possible. We are also working on a plan to initiate some form tutor online sessions, so that tutors can continue to 
effectively keep in touch with and monitor the progress of their students. Further details will follow on this in the 
next newsletter. These are strange times but as always, we will continue to change and adapt to offer the best 
support possible to all of our students.

Support and intervention

Our Learning Intervention Managers (LIMs),  have been working hard during the course of the school closure to 
identify and intervene with students who, for a variety of reasons, may not have been engaging with their home 
learning. One of the key priorities for this team is to ensure that learning gaps with these students are minimised, 
and as described in previous messages, we have worked extremely hard to ensure that all learners have access to 
the Google Classroom. This hard work continues as we move to the next phase. Our LIMs have been paying 
particular attention to Years 10 and 12 and have been working to identify groups of students who we feel will 
benefit from the additional support that being in school will provide. We will be inviting approximately 40 students 
in Year 10 and 12 to come into school from the 15th June for short targeted sessions aimed at maximising their 
progress. These students will not all be in at one time and we will communicate individually with families on the 
details of when students will be invited into school. The safety of everyone in our school community is a priority 
for us and we will be talking to parents about what they can expect if their child is invited into school over the last 
few weeks of term. 
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Reporting on the progress of your child

We firmly believe that now, more than ever, students and parents need a clear 
idea of how schoolwork is progressing. Therefore, we are going to issue the third 
interim report of the year to give you some feedback about the progress your 
child has been making during the lockdown.

The interim will show you clearly where a student has been making progress and 
note any areas for improvement needed to ensure that they are where need to 
be in their learning.  The key dates for publication of these interims are included 
in the table below, and you will be able to access these in the usual format using

MyChildAtSchool. If you need any help with accessing your account, please email mychildatschool@hccs.info

Continued Support For Students and Parents During Lockdown

As with our previous newsletter information, we include details of a number of agencies 
and support organisations that can be accessed if you feel that you, or a member of your 
family needs some extra support during these difficult time. Many members of our school 
community; students and their families, staff and their families, are facing uncertainty 
and need to know the support is available. Click here for details

Year Issue Date

7 & 8 16th July 2020

9, 10 & 12 1st July 2020

Key Dates for Interim Reports

Please see the table for the dates on the release of 
Interim reports.

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_436c5c165e3c41b7bb67aed8131dc4e6.pdf

