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Dear Parent/Carer

I would like to commend the large number of students from HCCS and HC6F who contributed to the 
Remembrance Sunday events in their towns and villages. In Holmes Chapel itself the school was 
represented by Lily Chapman and Marcus Fu who laid a wreath following the parade. As a school, we are 
proud to be represented by our students at such an event to commemorate armed service members who 
have died in wars and other military conflicts.

In both years 8 and 9 within the history curriculum, students explore both the key causes of WWI and the 
conditions in the trenches.
This week a significant amount of space in this newsletter is devoted to the year 9 options process. Last 
evening we held our subject evening for parents of year 9 students and in a few weeks we launch the 
options process.
The Year 9 parents evening this week was extremely well attended and as a school we are delighted by the 
support given to us by parents to achieve the aim of enabling our students to be the best that they can be.

Last week we held our year 7 parents evening which again saw most parents attending. We asked them to 
fill in a survey to determine their perceptions of the school so far. The graph below shows a summary of 
their responses. It is understandable that after only a few weeks in the school there are quite a few “don’t 
knows”

We are pleased that they are overwhelmingly positive but are clear that we have work to do, particularly 
around making parents aware of what their child will learn during the year.

Denis Oliver
Executive Headteacher



Welcome to the launch of our GCSE options selection programme.

The GCSE options process that our year 9 students are about to embark upon is 
real opportunity for each individual to take a degree of choice and control over 
their education. Many of our year 9 students are already discussing what they 
would like to do in the future. The choices that our students are considering for 
their GCSE studies are important ones for them to make with the right level of 
guidance and support from school and family. This is an exciting time for 
everyone. The options that the year 9 students make define the subjects that 
they will study during years 10 and 11. These choices also provide direction for

the future post 16 pathway. Whether this is a pathway to further study, work or an apprenticeship 
programme, one key function we must fulfil as adults is to ensure that each child’s suite of GCSE choices 
is broad, balanced and made after careful and serious consideration.

Our job as a high-performing secondary school is to offer the right level of guidance and support so that 
the decision to study a particular collection of GCSEs is informed by specialists who actually teach year 
10 and 11 classes and by students and families seeking additional information. To help you to do this, and 
in advance of the Options Evening, (Thursday 28th November starting at 5:30pm in the Sixth Form 
College) I would strongly urge you to engage completely with the information available to you via our 
school website. The links available on this page will allow you to gain an understanding of what is 
actually studied in each subject area and how it is assessed.

I, along with Nathalie Gosset, Learning 
Intervention Manager for years 9 and 10 
and leading on the options process, will 
talk to you about the details of the 
options programme at the options 
evening on the 28th November where 
you will also have the opportunity to 
speak to teachers and curriculum 
leaders about the qualifications on 
offer. 

Please click here the Year 9 Options 
Booklet

Looking forward to seeing you all on the 
28th November

Kind regards
Nigel Bielby
Head of School

Please click on the different sections to view 
information on what our subjects offer

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/arts
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/business-it
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/design--technology
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/english
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/humanities
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/humanities
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/languages
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/maths
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/physical-education
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/science
https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_344e16b28e504b73a61313282106b356.docx?dn=Year%20Nine%20Option%20Booklet.docx


Bromcom Upgrades - Student 
App is now live

We are pleased to announce that 
our next stage of Bromcom
improvements have gone live. 
Students can now download the 
Student App, from the App Store 
on ios, or Google Play store on 
Android. Search for Bromcom
Student App.

We have been working alongside the developers at Bromcom for a while now, to help them improve 
what they offer from a user perspective. After a short test with students this week, initial feedback is 
that the app is much cleaner, quicker, and more user friendly than the web based portal. Students can 
see their homework, timetable and key information at a glance, on a mobile optimised app, which is a 
big step forward.
Students will need to use the school ID, which is 11529.

Interim 1 reports
Many thanks for the feedback regarding interim reports. 
This has helped us improve what we give to you to help keep you informed about your son or 
daughter’s progress.
A small number of technical issues were spotted by parents and quickly put right. We have reissued 
any reports that were brought to our attention.
We always appreciate parental comments and feedback as we aim to streamline the information we 
report to you. Over the next year, we hope to improve our reports further, linking into our work with 
developing Bromcom within and outside school. 

David Meller. Information, Data and Communications Manager

INSET day change to date
Please note that the date for the next full INSET 
day has been changed from Wednesday 24th June 
to Wednesday 17th June 2020.

This date coincides with Cheshire Show and will 
allow students to attend the show on that day if 
they wish.

X National Girls Olympiad Maths Success
A record number of our female sixth form 
mathematicians took part in the extremely 
challenging 2.5 hour Girls Olympiad competition 
in October Congratulations to Isobel Henderson, 
year 13, who came in the top 25% of the 1800 
girls that took part and achieved a distinction. 
Great enthusiasm was shown by all eight who 
took part, well-done girls!

Mrs James



Maths Inspiration Lectures
A dozen of our sixth form mathematicians enjoyed listening and 
participating in the Manchester Maths Inspiration Lectures on Thursday 
7th November. We were entertained by three inspiring lecturers. Rob 
Eastaway demonstrated the importance of estimation. From how to 
estimate the answer to a Who Wants to be a Millionaire question, “which 
ocean cover 4.7 million square miles” to “how many sausages will be 
eaten in Britain today.” Ethan Protano volunteered to be the scientist in 
Dr Aoife Hunt’s experiment to find out how fast people walk in different 
population densities. This formed part of her Maths and crowd flow 
lecture based on a Maths music festival. Her work has involved her 
managing crowd flow in such venues as the Olympics, Wembley stadium 
and numerous football stadiums, although she wouldn’t say which 
Manchester one she has been involved in!

Congratulations to “Dave” who won the interval competition to estimate how many minutes it has 
been since 1st January 1970. This is the date computers use calculate the date and time.
Finally Hugh Hunt enthusiastically talked about “Maths in a spin” with lively demonstrations including 
throwing a boomerang around the auditorium!
A great day was had by all.

MFL News – 30th Anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall
In MFL this week our students have been learning about and celebrating the 30th anniversary of the fall 
of the Berlin wall. Some have created their own wall using positive messages of unity.

Gut gemacht !



Student Investor Challenge
Many of our GCSE and A-level students are taking part in The London Institute of Banking & Finance 
Student Investor Challenge. The contest consists of teams of four which are investing in FTSE 100, Small 
Cap 50 and ETFs in two portfolios.  They have £100,000 to invest in an active portfolio for day to day 
trades and £100,000 in a strategic account for long term investments (only 10 trades a month).  The 
winning team out of over 6,500 groups will win an all expenses paid trip to New York as well as spending 
money.  

Our students are learning about valuing shares using technical analysis as well as gaining an insight into 
how difficult it is to beat the market, especially with hefty commissions.  There are over 6,500 teams 
competing nationwide with 500 making the semi-finals .  Last year we had one team make the semi-final 
which was a team called “Supreme Leaders” consisting of Josh Holt, Josh Rogers, Ralph Pickup, and Sam 
Donohue.  They have made a fast start and sit in 2nd on our school league table.  Top of our current 
league table is “HC Bombers” which consists of Y11 students: Ben Lawrence, Josh Bryant, Max Morris, and 
Will Woodward.  They have a very impressive strategic portfolio and are currently 82nd  in that category.  
So far to date they have made £5,436 on their investment.  Well done to all who take part.  Keep 
investing it is a long game!

Careers Guidance at HCCS
We are pleased to let you know that the new 
Careers Office is now up and running and can be 
found opposite M4, in the Maths block. All 
students can seek careers guidance from our 
Careers Adviser, Miss Emma Jackson, details of 
her availability can be found on the school 
website.
All information regarding current provision of 
careers at school can be found on the website 
including: the current careers programme 2019-
2020, internet links for career and job information, 
previous students’ career profiles and latest news 
regarding degree course and job opportunities.



Grease is the Word!
Learners are busy preparing themselves for this year’s school musical, 
‘Grease!’  Students from every year and every house have come together 
to perform and help out behind the scenes to bring the infamous 50’s rock 
and roll show to life.  We hope you are able to support us.  Performances are Wed 11th, Thurs 12th and Fri 
13th of December, starting at 7pm.  Tickets are £8 each.  Tickets go on sale on Tuesday 19th November 
and be ordered from Mrs Challinor. An order form will be emailed out to all parents/carers.

On Tuesday 10th December we will be staging a community performance at 10am followed by lunch.  We 
will be welcoming all local elderly residents to the showing and co-ordinating with our PSCO and 
members of local community organisations to make this a success.  If there is someone you think would 
enjoy this performance or you think someone from your own family would prefer to see the show in the 
day time then please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Mr Redford

Alternative Learning Week Update
Alternative Learning Week planning is in full swing.  The international trips, Paris, Barcelona, and Italy, 
have contacted the students who have expressed interest.  The Barcelona trip is at capacity and has a 
waiting list.  If you have not received notification for this trip you will have been placed on the waiting list.  
When a spot opens up we will contact you.  The music trip to Italy is still accepting students.  Please 
contact trips@hccs.info to express interest.

There has been a slight technical glitch in getting the trips on to the payment system.  Apologies for the 
delay.  If your child is not on the system please let us know.  If there are any general concerns or queries 
regarding these three trips please contact me at brian.gallagher@hccs.info or contact the trip leader 
which is on the letter you will have received for specific trip questions.

We are still accepting places on other trips.  In particular Drama is looking for more Y9-13 students to 
attend the always popular trip to London and Brompton Cookery School is looking for more students to 
join in the fun on the 2 day/1 night cooking trips.  For more information please see the following link.

ALW
2020

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_8afe82513d994d59b0ba119475e1f8e7.pdf


High Council
After a rigorous application process Holmes Chapel is 
proud to announce the implementation of its new 
school leadership body. The ‘High Council’ have the 
critical role of representing the voice of students on all 
matters of school development. The 20 strong body 
from all year groups were inducted into the post early 
September by Mr Oliver. They have a busy agenda with 
the first meeting being Tuesday 19th November. The 
high council will canvas student opinion on a range of 
issues from behaviour, the environment and recycling, 
thoughts on transition from primary school and much, 
much more!

Some of the HCCS High Councillors (Left to 
Right) Ollie May, Lily Chapman, Eliza Barratt, 
Robin Hibbs, Bella Mac, Tabitha Allcock-Bailey, 
Rosie Sumpter

Remembrance Sunday

‘Lest we Forget’

Every year in Holmes Chapel there is a remembrance Sunday 
parade. This year the school was represented by both Lily Chapman 
and Marcus Fu. Both students took part in the laying of a wreath 
and the parade. We are honoured to be invited to such a significant 
event in British History. In both year 8 and 9 History curriculums 
students explore both the key causes of World War One and the 
conditions of the trenches. 

Curriculum Enhancement – November 
18th 2019

Monday, 18th November is our second 
yearly instalment of Curriculum 
Enhancement. These sessions are always 
well received by students and cover the 
topics of PSHE, Work Related Learning and 
Exploration of various world Cultures.
The outline is as below

Year 7 - Enterprise 
Year 8 - Global Citizenship 
Year 9 - Sexual Health 
Year 10 - The law and weapons 
Year 11 - Session 1 - Knife Crime/impacts 
Session 2 - Mental Wellbeing 
6th Form - Review apps and First aid 

Please feel free to discuss the topics with 
your child in preparation for the day. 

If you require any additional info, have any 
queries please contact 
philip.roberts@hccs.info





HCCS Match Report 1
On Tuesday 12th November HCCS Netball Teams Years 
7 to 10 competed against Brine Leas Away. All the girls 
were so excited to play their second round of matches 
and come out on top. All teams were outstanding today 
showing great resilience in the cold weather. Unfazed, 
they stayed strong and did not disappoint.  All teams 
tonight showed their motivation to succeed as a team 
and be the best they could be. We are very proud of all 
the teams, they were a credit to themselves and Holmes 
Chapel. Congratulations girls. 

HCCS Match Report 2
On Tuesday 5th November HCCS Netball Teams Years 7 to 10 played away against Sandbach on home 
soil. All the teams were amazing showing their motivation to succeed and take the win or reduce the 
score line from their previous match and they did not disappoint. The girls were outstanding showing 
resilience and patience to build on their passages of play. Well done girls! Great progress from only 2 
weeks, a fantastic effort all round especially for year 7 who came away with the draw last time to take 
the win today determined to beat their club team mates. 

So You Think You Can Dance
Please come along and support the students 
performing in this event, tickets are on sale from 
the school office.

SYTYCD Performers
A reminder that we need Raffle prizes for the 
evening, please bring them to the PE Office. Also 
we need cakes for the cake sale, these should be 
brought to the PE Office in on Thursday morning in 
labelled containers. Many Thanks for your support.

All performers will stay in school on Thursday until 
the event starts at 5.30pm. Please bring a packed 
tea and costumes. A reminder of the rehearsals 
next week - Sunday 10am-2pm, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday lunchtime and Tuesday 
and Wednesday afterschool.

Issy Khan Overall Winner
Issy Khan receiving her trophy for 1st overall 
place in the Regional competition two weeks 
ago. 

She got 1st on floor, 1st on bars, 1st on beam  
and 3rd on Vault resulting in 1st overall in age 
12+ level 6



Partner Primary School Sport
What a thrilling climax to the Year 5/6 Boccia
Tournament we witnessed last week. After an hour of 
superb boccia skills it all came down to the last two balls 
of the tournament. Incredibly, Hermitage rolled their 
blue ball to within 10cm of the white and Chelford
somehow managed to squeeze their ball between the 
white and blue but it rolled on and on leaving Hermitage 
as overall champions. Thanks to Davie Goodwin, Zach 
Bennett, Rohan Fernandho, Charlie Goode and Marcus 
Fu for refereeing the Boccia matches. 

Partner Primaries Year 3/4 Football
Despite a cold, windy evening the 
year 3/4 pupils from our Partner 
Primaries played their hearts out in an 
exciting football tournament. Runners 
Up & silver medal winners -
Hermitage. Winners of the gold medal 
and trophy - Holmes Chapel Primary.  
Thanks again to Will Russel, Jack 
Morris, Will Heal and George Clewlow
for refereeing superbly.

Holmes Chapel Victorious team

Hermitage runners up

Laura Wilson’s School of Dance Show
On Saturday evening I had the pleasure of watching 
approximately 80 of our students in Laura Wilson’s School 
of Dance Upper School Show ‘Elements’. I was blown 
away with the commitment and talent of our students and 
very proud of our ex-students Kelly Galano and Rebecca 
Walker for their outstanding choreography.

Well done to everyone who took part and to Laura and her 
team.

If your child is looking to start a dance club outside of 
school you can find further details of classes on the link 
below, we highly recommend the LWSD.

http://www.laurawilsonschoolofdance.co.uk/index.htm

http://www.laurawilsonschoolofdance.co.uk/


http://www.laurawilsonschoolofdance.co.uk/index.htm




