
Hello everyone, 

When we all came back to school in September, we had two broad aims. First and foremost was keeping our 

school and community as safe as possible and secondly to get our children back on track with access to a full 

curriculum and specialist teachers in specialist teaching spaces. One of the questions we have been asking 

ourselves this term is how much of an impact has the first lockdown had on our children’s learning outcomes. It's a 

very important point to reflect on across the whole school as we work through this year and towards a time when 

all of our lives become more normal.

This week, we have had a close look at the results of the trial exams taken by the students in years 11 and 13. 

Many students really did work hard and focus on these exams. We are all aware of how important they are in 

preparing for the summer. I want you to know how proud I am of all of those students who really took on the 

challenges of this first set of practice examinations.  Whatever year group your child is in, I’d like you to join 

together in whatever way possible and celebrate the success of these young people.

There is no particular definitive measure of the impact of lockdown. However, the outcomes of the trial exams 

taken this November for years 11 and 13 students compare very well to the trial examinations we had last year at 

the same time. This is a real celebration of the resilience and capacity of our students. Not only have these two 

year groups had to deal with the uncertainty and sense of detachment caused by lockdown, they have also had to 

adapt to online learning and then to quickly re-engaging with school.  This is a group of students who are resilient 

and capable of dealing with challenges and adversity. The fact that these results are comparable and, in some 

measures, better than this time last year tells me two things. Firstly, and secondly, their teachers, support staff and 

families have really pulled together to secure this excellent set of outcomes. 
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Staying with the theme of teaching and learning, this week we have rolled out an increased number of ‘hybrid’ 

lessons and tutor time sessions especially with year 8 students. We have focused on this year group because of 

the number of students who are isolating. Thanks very much for the feedback from a number of you about how we 

might refine our hybrid lessons. Whilst I appreciate that there isn't a ‘one size fits all’ approach to remote learning,

it’s great to have received some constructive pointers and 

suggestions from our parents body. As a profession, we are learning 

all of the time about how to enhance this provision and our 

colleagues are working together as well as with other schools about 

what works best. 

Hybrid lessons have been delivered across the school in other year 

groups too as well and are more common where and when we have 

greater numbers of students absent. However, it's worth pointing out 

that I haven't made them ‘compulsory’ for every subject, every year

group and day in every lesson. This is because their success depends on what is being taught and how it is being 

delivered. 

When hybrid lessons are available, children are informed of them through their Gmail account. It's important that 

they keep a check on this so that they can attend the session. 



Something I’d really like to do in this newsletter is to publicly thank all of our staff, 

whether they are part of the teaching team or non-teaching team. As a 

community, we are very much in this all together and many staff have gone the 

extra mile time and time again to keep our children safe and to get them back on 

track. Our site team, for instance, has kept the school clean and safe, working 

extra shifts, cleaning the loos and teaching spaces, filling and refilling our 120 

sanitiser units. Our admin staff have been amazingly efficient in completing track 

and trace, ensuring our finances are in order and ensuring smooth running of the 

systems and processes we take for granted such as registration, student data, 

reporting and tracking. Our teaching team, learning support and student support 

teams are all heavily engaged in ensuring our students are well cared for and on 

track in their learning. If you get a moment, please reflect on how we have all 

worked together and on how these people who have supported our children so 

that they are as safe as possible and are accessing the full day at school which 

they deserve.

Warm regards

Nigel Bielby

Headteacher

HC6F Environmental Awareness Week

By Ellie Eckersley  Sixth Form Communications Leader

The sixth form leadership team have been planning and 

preparing for a week of environmental awareness and 

mindfulness in the sixth form. This event will take place 

the week beginning the 30th of November.  The week will 

start off with a talk from head boy and head girl, Robin and 

Anusha, about the purpose of the week and what is 

expected to be taken away from the experience. On 

Tuesday, Greenpeace speaker Mellissa Cobb will be 

giving a speech focused on deforestation and 

environmental concerns for the oceans, and giving us 

insight into how we can help to improve the state of the 

environment. On Wednesday we will be watching part of 

the David Attenborough documentary, A Life On Our 

Planet, as part of thought for the day in tutor time. The 

sixth form cafe will be having a meat free menu on 

Thursday with both vegetarian and vegan options. Finally 

the week will conclude with students wearing either blue 

or green colours to school as part of a fundraiser for a 

local environmental charity. 



Haiku Competition winners

Some of our year 13 English students have read 

and judged the Haiku poem entries and have 

reached a decision.  Well done to all those who 

took part.

The winning Haiku 

from Eleanor
Russet red, glimpse of 

fur and

Fox emerges,

Eyes light with wisdom, 

stead

Many of the Haiku’s will be displayed in the library in the next few days for all to see.

Winner

Eleanor Bowden - 8CH

Joint Second Place

Sam McCall - 7AH and Tabitha Alcock-Bailey -

9MH

Joint Third Place

Jessica Edgar - 7TC and Amelie Barratt - 7MH

Highly Commended

Amelie Jones - 7CC

Alice White - 7TC

Rihanna Middlehurst - 8CC

Maddie Bailey - 7TC

Tom Humphreys - 7MH

Max Darbyshire - 7TH

Supporting Literacy Development

Learners and parents in Years 7 - 9 will have noticed the publication 

of reading ages on their latest interim report. This was calculated by 

our Accelerated Reader programme at the start of the year.  

During this week and next, learners in Years 7 - 9 are completing 

the second of these tests and will be completing their reading 

records with their results and accompanying reflections.  

For further information on this and how you can continue to support 

literacy development, please visit the Supporting Literacy 

Development section of the Parent tab of our website.  

Here, you will find a video and resources, initially designed as a 

replacement for our Year 7 Literacy evening, but beneficial for 

everyone.

Click here for more information

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/supporting-literacy-development


PE News

Over the last four weeks we have held our year 7 & 8  inter tutor football competition. Normally, this would take 

place on one evening. However, we amended the format this year to allow the pupils to participate in more games 

over a longer period of time.

Year 7 Inter House Football

Four weeks of Inter House Football all came down to one game in the final week. Eight teams from Arley, 

Capesthorne, Moreton and Tatton turned up each week to compete for the House Honours. Thanks to all who got 

involved and congratulations to 7AH.

Year 8 inter house football 

There was some very competitive football played throughout the tournament 

with students showing very good sportsmanship and respect for each other. 

Last week, we held the play off matches which saw 8CC play against 8MH 

for first and second position. It was a close game and both teams were 

ahead at different points throughout the game. However at the end of the 20 

minutes, it was 8CC that finished on top and took the trophy.


