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Dear Parent/Carer

As you are no doubt aware by now, a team of Ofsted inspectors came into our school on Tuesday and Wednesday of 
this week to conduct a full Ofsted inspection for the first time since 2007 and the whole review process the Ofsted
use has changed significantly during that time.
I received the notification phone call from the Lead Inspector shortly after the year 7 residential to Menai had left and 
the first trial exams for years 11 and 13 had started. Although restricted to years 8,9,10 &12, the team looked at all 
aspects of the work of the school and came to some judgements about how effective the school is in four key areas: 
The Quality of Education, Behaviour & Attitudes, Personal Development, Leadership & Management. In addition, 
the team makes a separate judgement on our Sixth Form. The team of 6 Ofsted Inspectors, carried out an in-depth 
review of all aspects of the school’s curriculum,. The process is designed to challenge schools on the way they 
develop, plan and deliver their curriculum. It focuses on the way that teaching and learning is carried out in the 
classroom. 
Until the report is finalised we are unable to share the formal outcomes.
However, we can let you know some of the things they saw and experienced during their time with us.
The most important thing they expressly wanted to let you and your children know was how polite, courteous and 
co-operative the students were. In fact, they described them as delightful, which is, we believe unique in inspection 
feedback and we hope that this sentiment finds its way into the published report.
They describe the school as inclusive which means that they found that the student body are supportive, welcoming 
and kind to each other.  

The governing body and staff of the school would like to thank our students for all that they did to contribute to the 
success of the inspection.  A special thanks to those of those who were interviewed, shared their work or came into 
contact with the inspectors in any other way. I extend those thanks to the 540 parents who responded to the 
Parentview survey, a number described as ‘extremely high’ by the lead inspector. The vast majority of responses 
showed clear support for the school and what we are trying to achieve. Click here to see the summary.

Behaviour and Attitudes is a key judgement in any inspection and inspectors spoke very positively about the 
behaviour and conduct of the vast majority of students in our school and said that they have helped to create a 
positive ethos and learning environment and that most of them enjoy coming to school and engaging in the learning 
process.  The inspection team also commented on the warmth and mutual respect shown to each other at break and 
lunch and how happy and safe the atmosphere is around the school.

Inspectors also said that children told them they feel safe in school and know where to go and who to talk to at any 
time during the day if they have any problems.

The inspection was a highly positive experience for our school community We will receive a full report, including 
recommendations for development and an overall rating, in due course. In the meantime, the inspection team have 
given us some valuable first stage feedback that includes examples of both excellent practice and some areas where 
we need to focus our attention to enhance the outcomes for students. We will now consider and address these areas 
as a matter of urgency. 

The final document and our response to it will be made available to you via our website in due course.

Denis Oliver
Executive Headteacher

14/02/20

The Inspector asked if we felt safe and welcome 
at school. I said that we could talk to any of the 
teachers and that most of them were very 
friendly and cared about us.

We all said to the inspector that if we needed help 
we could go to student services and they would try 
to help us out of just give us some time to get 
things sorted.

Some of the comments from our students

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/parent-view-results/survey/result/24429/10


Menai Residential 2020

Everyone was so nice and I don’t want 
it to end!  I’ve made so many new 
friends amd am grateful for this 
experience  Lottie Woodhead

Quotes from our students

My favourite thing at Menai was 
the talent show and shopping with 
my friends and being in dorms with 
them - really though, I liked 
basically everything  Jess C

My favourite memory at Menai is 
spending time with my friends and 
doing activities!  It was one of the best 
experiences of my life!  I don’t want to 
go home.

It was muddy, it was 
fun, didn’t sleep much!

Menai is probably the 
best residential place 
in the UK and I hope 
others had the same 
amount of fund I did  
Bobby Foster

I have enjoyed the trip so 
far and for once on a 
residential I haven’t felt 
homesick.  Plus for the first 
residential I don’t want to 
go home!

I think Menai has taught me so much but 
the instructors made it extremely fun.  My 
favourite moment was when I ate my 
toasted marshmallow in Bushcraft.  Thank 
you for making the residential so much fun  
Emily Butler

My favourite part of Menai is 
the Myths and Legends party



Menai Residential 2020 - Continued

Loved food, loved activities, loved staff. Thank you.
George Preston

Quotes from our students

My favourite part was high ropes 
because I love heights and challenges.

It was super 
fun!

I think Menai has been amazing this 
year. My favourite part of Menai has 
been doing Bushcraft and toasting 
marshmellows over the fire.
Alice Kirkham

My favourite part of Menai was when I did mountain 
biking and got really really muddy and also when I via 
farata as I had never done it before.
Amelia

I loved Movie night and 
spending time with my 
BFFS

My favourite part of Menai is when I faced my 
fear of heights at via Farata and spending time 
with my friends



BBC Bitesize’s Schools Tour

Today we welcomed a team from the BBC joined us for a special Bitesize Roadshow aimed to give an insight 
into careers and job opportunities within the creative industries. 

A large production team set up in the theatre and introductory video footage highlighted the breadth of 
opportunities in the creative sector available to young people, with over 30,000 people employed by the BBC 
alone. 

Hosted by BBC Radio 1xtra presenter Nick Bright, it 
also featured a panel of experts with the aim of offering 
an inspiring insight into the routes and opportunities 
within these sectors that students may not have 
considered. The panel offered students advice and 
ideas on GCSE choices, CV writing and work experience 
as well as their own personal stories of success and 
failure as they made their way into the world of work.

Parent Governor elections

We have received one nomination for our parent governor election that closed 
yesterday.  We would like to congratulate Mrs Jo Lawrence who has been re-elected 
to the Board of Governors.

Mrs Lawrence commented “I would like to say how delighted I am to be given this 
opportunity to extend my term as governor. I will continue working closely with the 
other governors, the Senior Leadership Team and all other staff to ensure the school 
continues to develop and prosper for the benefit of all of our students”.

Parents’ Internet Safety Session - Tuesday 25th February, 6pm
A reminder that we will be holding an internet safety session open to all parents on 
Tuesday 25th February. This event will be led by Cheshire Police, and has been used 
in other schools as a way of helping to educate parents on the issues surrounding safe 
internet use for children of all school ages. If you would like to come to this event, 
please let us know by emailing office@hccs.info with an idea of the number of 
people who will be attending.
Venue - Theatre, Sixth Form College.

Sign Up to BBC Bitesize here 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/my


Exam Equipment

This week the students have been completing their trial examinations.  Although the vast majority of students 
have diligently made sure that they had the right equipment it has become apparent that a number students 
are disadvantaging themselves and causing a distraction for others by not coming to the exams fully prepared.  
Please support us in stressing to students the necessity of bringing the correct equipment with them for the 
examinations and for all lessons.  The school will only provide equipment to students where there are 
exceptional circumstances.

The equipment required is
A black pen
Pencil
Ruler
Scientific Calculator
Protractor
Compass
Many thanks for your support with this.  Regular equipment checks will be 
carried out in Maths lessons after half term and behaviour points used 
appropriately

Conference for high ability Sixth Form students to develop their higher-order thinking.

A selected group of our 6th form learners engaged in our newly established half-termly high ability learners 
conference for students in our partner Chimney House Alliance schools.

The session was designed to test the critical thinking skills and debating prowess of learners as they discussed 
the intricacies of nuclear arms. Dr Martin Hyde, Engineering Manager at EcoLab, was the keynote speaker and 
started the conference with a discussion about his role.

Ms Camm, Director of Sixth Form, said ‘higher-order thinking skills are essential for our high ability learners and 
this first conference where students can exercise these skills and then apply them to their school-based 
subjects is a fantastic opportunity for them.’



where they will be given an envelope containing their grades from this week’s Trial Examinations. This is to get 
them used to the process, and be as near as possible to the real thing.

Year 13 will get their examination papers back from staff before the 10th March, so that they can start to act on 
all the feedback in class in order to get even better.

Wednesday 11th March - Year 11 and 13 will receive their third interim report. This will include progress and 
approach to learning in all their subjects, as well as report to you their grades from the February Trial 
examinations.

Thursday 12th March - Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening 2. We hold a second evening, primarily aimed at 
students who are falling short in their grades, so that we can discuss ways in which teachers, parents and 
students can work together in the next few weeks. This is a chance to share strategies and ideas that are proven 
to work, as well as outline what needs to be done. We are offering appointments a week early to students and 
parents who need these messages. Following this priority booking, we shall open the appointment system out 
to the rest of year 11 incase you wish to have further discussions with staff. Look out for the communications 
outlining this process.

Trial Examination Results and Interims

As a school we pride ourselves on working alongside 
parents to keep you informed of the progress of your 
child.
We have a number of key dates coming up for year 11 
and 13 students to report to you how they are getting 
along in their examination subjects.

Tuesday 10th March - Year 11 have a “Results Day”, 

Year 9 GCSE Options

I am pleased to be able to inform you that, 
after much hard work, every student in year 9 
has been able to get their preferred GCSE 
Options. I would like to take the opportunity 
to thank you for engaging so positively with 
the options process and keeping to the 
deadline. This has enabled us to make 
excellent progress with the detailed planning 
necessary for September.

You will receive an individual letter during 
the first week back after half-term 
confirming your child’s GCSE option subjects.

Kind regards, 

Nathalie Gosset

All about the drama!

Year 11 drama students took part in a 2.5 hour masterclass 
after school last Wednesday to develop their understanding 
and writing technique for the live theatre section of their 
written exam in GCSE Drama.  Over 65 learners remained 
and supported each other through the evening, celebrating 
with some well-deserved pizza at the end!  A big thank you 
to all learners who showed dedication to their studies and 
conducted themselves in a mature and responsible way.  
We were all very proud!  Resources from the evening will be 
emailed out to all students and parents in order to help with 
the revision process.  Any further questions can be sent 
directly to me at phil.redford@hccs.info

Year 9
Options



Students inspired by a visiting author

On Wednesday 12th  February,  Year 9 were treated to a 
presentation by author Stewart Foster, who has written 
books such as ‘The Bubble Boy’ and ‘All The Things That 
Could Go Wrong’.

His work explores issues such as bullying, OCD and grief. 
He spoke eloquently about his personal experiences and 
how they inspire his writing. Year 9 were a credit to the 
school, listening respectfully and asking a variety of 
insightful questions. I hope it inspires them in their own 
writing and reading.

Looking for a good read over the half-term break.  Here is a selection all of which are on the Accelerated 
Reading Programme.

Good Girls Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson, D-Day Dog by Tom Palmer, No Ballet Shoes in Syria by 
Katherine Bruton, The Good Thieves by Kathreine Rundell, Siege by Chris Ryan, The Wizards of Once by 
Cressida Cowell, and All the Things that could go Wrong by Stewart Foster

MFL News
Here in the MFL Faculty, as well as understanding and using language, we encourage our students to explore 
cultural aspects of the countries where French, German and Spanish are spoken.
At this time of year many countries are celebrating with carnivals, which were originally part of the Catholic and 
(in some cases) Eastern Orthodox celebrations prior to the season of Lent. 
In the south of France the Carnaval de Nice will start this weekend and run for 2 weeks. This year’s theme is La 
Mode (fashion). 

There will be parades, parties and firework displays!
In Germany Karneval (also known as “Fasching” in southern Germany and Austria) 
is celebrated in a similar way, with street processions and many parties 
intermingled with traditions such as Rosenmontag celebrations. The biggest and 
most celebrated Karneval is in Cologne from 20th – 26th February.

One of the best known carnivals in Spain is on Tenerife. Maybe you are 
going there for your half-term break? Have fun!

Further afield, many Central and South American countries also 
celebrate. If you are in Columbia from 22nd to 25th February, check 
out the Carnaval in Barranquilla!
If you can’t get to a Carnival this year, then why not do some research 
during Half term and find out what’s going on around the world?



Seimens Roller-Coaster Challenge

For the last 10 weeks, teams of students across Cheshire 
have been building rollercoasters, making videos and 
marketing portfolios as part of the annual Siemens School 
Rollercoaster Challenge.
Each school gets to send two teams to the finals at 
Congleton Town Hall to present to the panel of judges which 
includes the Town Mayor, the Managing Director of Siemens 
Congleton, and the Lord-Lieutenant of Cheshire.

We have been taking part in this competition for the last 4 
years, and the standard keeps getting higher every year. Both 
groups had to talk through their design, marketing portfolio, 
video production, and leadership and teamwork strategy, with 
the panel of judges. Our students were exceptional, in the way 
they talked to local business leaders, local press, and a film 
crew. Both rollercoasters were highly commended by all.

Team Dystopia had the most successful evening of all teams present, picking up the top award for Engineering 
Design and Track, as well as being voted best rollercoaster by the other teams in winning the Student Choice 
Award.

To cap it all, a local company TMC have taken the Team Dystopia rollercoaster away to make a 3D render and 
Virtual Reality video of the model, so that students can actually “ride” their winning design!
Congratulations to the winning team and all the other teams that took the challenge.

Well done to SOFIA PREECE 
selected to Represent Cheshire in the Merseyside county Cross 
Country.

Sofia competed in the Cheshire Cross Country competition this 
week and has now been selected to represent Cheshire in the inter 
county championships. A huge congratulations to Sofia, such a 
fantastic achievement. Here is an account from Sofia of her day -

“I have represented the school in a number of cross country 
competitions because I did well in my races. I was chosen to 
represent the south Cheshire team, to compete in the 2020 
Cheshire championships which took place on Saturday the 1st of 
February.  

I and some students from other years (Jake Wilson and Olivia 
Bagley) went to Knight’s Grange Sports Complex. The weather was 
really windy and cold and we athletes were very muddy!
I came sixteenth which meant I qualified to represent Cheshire 
against Merseyside at the inter-county cross country race on the 
first of April. I am very excited.

Well Done Sofia and Good Luck for your next race!



Partner Primary Schools

11 teams from our Partner Primary Schools participated in this months 5-a-side football tournament. Some 
silky skills were on show and matches were extremely close. Congratulations to Peover Superior and Brereton 
who both won their respective leagues. 

KS1 Boccia - a wonderful time was had by year 1 and 2 pupils from our partner primaries learning the game of 
boccia at Hermitage Primary School this week. Expert help was on hand too from Hermitage year 6 sport 
leaders.

Issy Khan - Gymnastics

Issy Khan at her latest gymnastic 
competition. 

After fantastic performances on all 
pieces Issy walked away with two 
trophies. One for 1st place in Cheshire 
Merseyside and the second for becoming 
Northwest champion in grade 2. 

Well done Issy. 


