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Dear Parent/Carer 
As in the last two newsletters, our prime focus remains our support for our students taking their GCSE 
and GCE exams. This year most of the exams follow the revised format introduced in English and maths 
last year. 

Ofqual, the exams regulator, has made it clear that the reformed exams will have more demanding 
content, have been designed for a two-year period of study, will be linear, so students will take all of 
their exams at the end of the course and have a grading scale from 9 (top grade) to 1.  

Students have certainly found the exams more challenging and have had to be extremely resilient. On 
the whole they have coped very well and we are proud of the way that they have approached the 
challenge while being supported by an intense programme of revision sessions and masterclasses.  

We now intend to build on what we have learnt this year and launch a number of initiatives to help the 
current year 10 students to build the resilience that they will need when they face their exams next 
year. We will start this process on Wednesday 20th June, during our next Curriculum Enhancement day.  

Because we have a number of parent governors whose children are about to leave the school we 
currently have vacancies for three parent governors. We are waiting until the Autumn term to hold 
elections for these governorships to allow the parents of our new September intake to participate.  

If you are interested in becoming a parent governor, please refer to the governor pages on our website. 
This will provide you with information about our current board, its members and their responsibilities.  

Please contact pauline.challinor@hccs.info or ring her on 01477 689 500 if you have any questions. 

Just before the half term break I had the privilege of being invited to join Theo Stewart and James 
Morley, or ‘Theo and J’ as they prefer to be known, on their ‘Extend the Weekend’ programme on Dane 
Sound. (www.danesound.com). I was extremely impressed by their expertise and professionalism, on 
what was a live broadcast. I would encourage any student who is interested to follow Theo and J’s lead 
and try your hand at hosting a radio show. It would certainly help you to embed our ‘Attitudes for 
Effective Learning’ and employability skills. If you are interested I am sure that Theo and J will talk to 
you about the opportunities on offer. Denis Oliver 

Executive Headteacher

DaneSoundHC @Danesoundhc 

LINK TO OUR VLE GOVERNOR PAGES
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Major Capital Infrastructure Improvements Summer 2018 
Over the next few months there will be a series of changes and improvements to the school site which 
will help to ensure that we continue to provide a safe, secure and up to date learning environment for 
our students. Much of the investment will be invisible to students and visitors but will nevertheless set 
us up for the next couple of decades. The total investment of circa £600,000 includes a successful bid 
for funding of £345,000 to install a new gas supply and replace all of our boilers, including a very un-
green friendly oil burner. We will also be installing a new telephone system, doubling the capacity of 
our broadband and creating a new computer room. With new pathways, fences and disabled access 
improvements, it is going to be a busy summer! 

The most notable investment and the one that will very much change the way the school operates, is 
the movement of the main school reception. This is part of a wider project with the key focus being 
security and safeguarding. Work will commence later this month on developing the new facility, roughly 
midway down the front of the school driveway. From September, during the school day, there will be no 
access to any part of the main school or sixth form, other than via the new reception area. Staff access 
will be controlled by new swipe cards at key entry points.  
We are determined to bring our security and safeguarding measures up to the highest level but without 
losing the unique feel that our school has. We will continue to keep you updated as work progresses. 

National Maths Challenge Success 
Congratulations to Amy Smith and Ethan 
Swain (pictured right), who both did brilliantly 
in the National Maths Junior Challenge and 
have qualified for the Junior Kangaroo 
competition on Tuesday 12th June. They 
came in the top 2.5% of the 315,000 year 7 
and 8 pupils that took part in the 
competition. Well done to our other certificate 
winners, in total Holmes Chapel achieved 

7Gold, 10 Silver and 7 Bronzes from 28 
entries from years 7 and 8. Well done to 
everyone who took part. 
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HC6F Y13 Leavers Assembly 
On Wednesday 23rd May, Year 13 celebrated their time here at HC6F with a celebration assembly.  The 
assembly was organised by our student leadership team who did an excellent job in planning and 
preparing the whole event.  The event took place in a great atmosphere and was a true celebration.  
After feasting on cakes and cookies, students received awards from the many different subject areas 
and many received more humorous individual awards.  Students shared many photos and celebrated 
through a variety of music pieces played by our very talented musicians.   
We also took the opportunity to remember Greg Priestnall in our assembly and students had time to 
reflect on their fond memories of him. I would like to say how proud I am of the Class on 2018 and 
wish everyone of them all the best in their upcoming exams and in their futures. 
Ms Camm  
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Not so Fantastic Plastics - 9VS Plastic Challenge 
9VS tutor group would like to challenge you. 

In our year assembly we talked about 
respect for our environment, in particular, 
inspired by the ‘Blue Planet’ series, ‘Respect 
for our World’s Oceans’. 

We have decided to set up a school 
challenge. When you are out and about this 
summer, please pick up some rubbish 
(plastic or not - on the beach or not) and bin 
it.  Take a picture and upload it to the Google 
Drive folder that has been shared called “VS 
Plastic Challenge”. 

House points are up for grabs - so get 
grabbing rubbish!! 

Checked by DOl 
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And the Winners of the Great German Bake Off are…… 
In December HCCS students were invited to bake a typical dish 
connected to either Germany, Austria or Switzerland.  

Students in years 10-13 needed to find and follow a recipe in the 
German language and years 7-9 had the option of following 
either a German or English language recipe. 

The dishes were presented anonymously to two judges, who tried 
all the dishes (the easy part) and judged the dishes against strict 
criteria (the hard part) 
The winners were: 
Charlotte B (7NE) for the Year 7-9 English language recipe 
category with her German honey cake. 
Nick W (9VS)  for the Year 7-9 German language recipe category 
with his Lebkuchen (Gingerbread cookies). 

Hannah C (12KF) for the Year 10-13 German language recipe with 
her Schwarz-weiß Gebäck (black and white biscuits). 

Congratulations to all students who took part; achievement points 
have been awarded. Unfortunately we did not quite reach the 
regional finals this year, but please contact Miss Lloyd if you 
would like to be involved in next year’s competition. 

So you think you can dance

5.30PM ON WEDNESDAY 4TH JULY IN THE THEATRE 
ENTRY: £4 ADULTS £3 STUDENTS/CONCESSIONS
A donation from the proceeds will go towards the Remembering Nell Fund and Freya Lewis Just Giving Fund

  
 

Any students still wanting to take part, please put the name of your dance, 
music & dancers onto the sheet pinned to the noticeboard outside the PE office.

Winner and Runner up for KS THREE33  
Winner and runner up for kS fouR

WINNER AND RUNNER UP FOR KS five
 

  /5 
 * 

TICKETS ON SALE ONLINE OR PLEASE HAND MONEY IN AN ENVELOPE TO THE GENERAL OFFICE FAO: 
SARAH HILDITCH ADDING YOUR NAME AND HOW MANY TICKETS AT WHAT PRICE YOU REQUEST.



Thank you, from all of us at HCCS & HC6F. 

H C 6 F

Year 5 Open Evening 
27th June 2018, 5-8PM

Holmes chapel  
Comprehensive School
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