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Course Structure

Unit Topics/Unit Title Assessment Weighting(%)

1 Explore – Performing Arts

• Getting a taste of what it is like to be a dancer

Internally assessed 30%

2 Develop – Skills & Techniques in the 

Performing Arts

• Develop skills and techniques in the chosen 

discipline of dance

Internally assessed 30%

3 Apply – Performing to a Brief

• Consider how practitioners adapt their skills 

for different contexts and put this into practice 

in a performance.

Externally assessed
• Students work in groups of 

between 3 and 7

members to create a 

performance based on

a set brief

40%

What does the course involve?

Component 1, your students will:

- explore performance styles, creative intentions and purpose

- investigate how practitioners create and influence what’s performed

- discover performance roles, skills, techniques and processes.

Component 2, your students will:

- take part in workshops, classes and rehearsals

- gain physical, interpretative and rehearsal skills

- apply these skills in performance

- reflect on their progress, their performance and how they could improve.

Component 3, your students will:

- use the brief and previous learning to come up with ideas

- build on their skills in classes, workshops and rehearsals

- review the process using an ideas and skills log

- perform a piece to their chosen audience

- reflect on their performance in an evaluation report.



Further Study/Employment Prospects

Skills you will develop

Study of the qualification as part of Key Stage 4 learning will help learners to make more informed choices for further 

learning, either generally or in this sector. The choices that learners can make post-16 will depend on their overall 

level of attainment and their performance in the qualification.

Learners who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider progression to:

• A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects

• study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Performing Arts, which prepares 

learners to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher education by studying a degree in the 

Performing Arts or Production Arts areas.

Learners who generally achieve at Level 1 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider progression to:

• study at Level 2 post-16 in a range of technical routes designed to lead to work, to progression to employment, to 

apprenticeships or to further study at Level 3. For these learners, the attitudes and the reflective and 

communication skills covered in this qualification will help them achieve

• study of Performing Arts post-16 through the study of a technical certificate.

The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical learning 

environment.

The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, which cover the:

- development of key skills that prove your aptitude in Performing Arts such as reproducing repertoire or responding 

to stimuli

- process that underpins effective ways of working in the Performing Arts, such as development of ideas, rehearsal 

and performance

- attitudes that are considered most important in the Performing Arts, including personal management and 

communication

- knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector such as roles, responsibilities, 

performance disciplines and styles.


