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The importance of parental involvement in their children’s reading habits does not decrease just because they 
enter school. 
 
Overall, research has shown that:  
 
• Children who know adults who read for pleasure take it for granted that reading is a valuable and worthwhile 
activity (Csikszentmihalyi, 1991) 
 
• Children whose home experiences promote the view that reading is a source of entertainment are likely to become 
intrinsically motivated to read (Baker, Serpell and Sonnenschein, 1995) 
 
• The home environment exerts a significant effect on academic motivation, which is over and above that predicted 
by socio-economic status (Gottfried, Fleming and Gottfried, 1998). Thus, children whose home environment is more 
cognitively stimulating have higher academic motivation than children whose home is lacking such stimulation 
 
• The beliefs held by children’s parents about the purposes of reading and how children learn to read relate to 
children’s motivations for reading. More specifically, parents who believe that reading is a source of entertainment 
have children with more positive views about reading than parents who only emphasise the skills aspect of reading 
(e.g. Sonnenschein et al., 2000) 
 
• Children of parents who believed that reading is a source of pleasure had greater reading motivation scores in 
primary school (Baker and Scher, 2002) 
 
• Children are more likely to continue to be readers in homes where books and reading are valued (Baker and Scher, 
2002). 
 
Baumann and Duffy (1997, p. 22), highlighted the following five factors that help children become readers: 
 

1. A print-rich environment, where they are read to and given opportunities to read, where they see their 
caregivers read, have opportunities to engage in pretend play, are encouraged to interact with 
environmental print and visit the public library 
 

2. A language-rich environment, where they are encouraged to have discussions with their caregivers 
 

3. A knowledge-rich environment, where they learn about the world through such media as television and 
computers, and where they interact with the outside world by taking trips and talking with people about 
topics of interest to them 
 

4. A nurturing environment, where they interact with a variety of people who believe that one purpose of 
literacy is to entertain 
 

5. A home environment, where they make connections with their schools. 
 

Vist.....    http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/             http://www.hccs.info//   (Curriculum/ Learning Centre) 
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How do we help to improve our students’ spelling? 

 

❖ Be severe with strong spellers 

 

❖ Motivate and steer average spellers 

 

❖ Be selective and encourage weaker spellers 

 

 

When we are being selective, we use the following hierarchy as a general rule: 

 

1. Basic/ common words 

2. Words based on common spelling rules 

3. Relatively common words 

4. Common homophones 

5. More difficult words/ more difficult homophones 

 

 

It is important to recognise that spelling mistakes are frequently a sign of strength and not 

simply a sign of weakness. 

 

❖ There are three main strategies that we use to spell accurately: 

 

➢ Phonics – the way words sound 

 

➢ Visual patterns – the way words look  

 

➢ Spelling rules / logical word building – the way words are structured in 

parts 

 

❖ Homophones, e.g. to/ too/ two and which/ witch are not spelling errors: the student 

has spelt the word correctly but has chosen the wrong word for the context. 

 

❖ There is little point in responding to spelling errors unless students do something 

about them.  Ensure that students are using strategies to learn and practise their 

spellings 

➢ creating mnemonics (Because: Big elephants can’t always use small exits) 

➢ breaking the word down 

➢ sounding it out (think Jim Carrey: “B-E-A-U-tiful”) 

 



HCCS Standards for Presentation

Always  
add a  

date and  
title.

Start 
sentences with a  

capital letter 
and end with a 
full stop.

 !

Cross out 
mistakes 

neatly. 

CPS: 
Capital Letters  

Punctuation 
Spelling.

Don’t  
doodle 
in books or on covers.

Read  
your answers  

to make sure they  
make sense and 

answer the  
question.

! Always…!!
!Underline!
 ! Date and Title!
! Identify!
! Classwork and Homework !
! Remember!
 !Capital letters, Punctuation !

! and Spelling!
! Take Pride!

    Never doodle in/on your book!
    Ensure sheets are glued in!
    Cross out mistakes neatly!
    Draw diagrams in pencil!

✓

✓

✓

✓

 Pens to write with:!! ! !
Use black or blue pens !
for all your work!
!
Use a purple pen when 
responding to feedback

3 Action!
What you will do to improve it 

2 EBI!
How it could be even better 

1 WWW!
What you did well 

How will my work be marked?

! Essentials:!
! Black/blue and purple pens!
! Exercise book!
! Rubber!
! Pencil!
   Calculator!

The following symbols will be used to 
help improve your literacy skills:!!
✓! ! ! ! ! ! Something you have done well!!
✓✓! ! ! ! ! ! Something you have done really well!!
Sp and underlined! ! ! Try this spelling again !!
Sp.R and underlined! ! ! Error based on a spelling rule!
! ! ! ! ! ! -Try this spelling again!!
Sp.H and a wiggly line under word!Homophone error !
! ! ! ! ! ! (e.g. there, their, they’re)!!
Circle! ! ! ! ! Missing or Incorrect punctuation!
! ! ! ! ! ! (including capital letters)!!
R and a wiggly line! ! ! Rewrite this section/phrase/word !
! ! ! ! ! ! to improve expression!!
t! ! ! ! ! ! An error in Tense!!
//! ! ! ! ! ! New paragraph needed!!̂ ! ! ! ! ! ! Missing Word
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Developing Literacy 
Spelling Rule 1!
A silent ‘e’ lengthens the vowel!
! HAT - HATE!

COP - COPE !
CUT - CUTE!
RAT - RATE

Spelling Rule 2!
A silent ‘e’ is dropped !

when adding ‘ing’!
!FUME - FUMING!

COPE - COPING !
BIKE - BIKING!

Spelling Rule 3!
A double consonant keeps!

the vowel short!
BATTING!
BETTER!
COPPED!
CUNNING!
RIPPING!

Spelling Rule 4!
When adding ‘ly’!

write the shorter word first!
ACCIDENTALLY!

EXTREMELY!
GRATEFULLY!

REALLY!
WISELY!

Spelling Rule 5!
‘y’ becomes ‘i’ or ‘ie’ when !

adding an ending!!!BABY - BABIES!
LADY - LADIES!

unless there is a vowel !!!before the ‘y’!! !BOY - BOYS !
MONKEY - MONKEYS!

Spelling Rule 6!
‘i’ before ‘e’ except after ‘c’!

when the sound is ‘ee’!
!

BELIEVE ! RECEIVE!
!

(n.b. exceptions: weird, seize)!
(n.b. it does not apply when the 
sound is not ‘ee’: weight, height)!



    

 



    

 

BL:  

IL:  

Pts:  

http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/


Mathematical Reminders 
Always add a date and an underlined title CW 15/09/2017

  
Use a PENCIL and 
RULER for every 
diagram, chart, 
graph or sketch

Show ALL your 
working out 
and EXPLAIN 
your thinking 

Check your answer
Does your answer 
makes sense
Can you estimate your 
answer first? 
Is your answer POSSIBLE? 
(e.g. a length cannot be a minus number!) 

Always use the 
correct UNITS
Time/Age: Years, months, 
days, minutes, seconds, hours 

Distance: mm, cm, m, km, 
miles, yards, inches 

Area: (cm2) or Volume: (m3) 

Speed: mph, km/h, m/s 

Think mathematically 
in every subject! 

Is there another method or 
argument?  
Is there a pattern?  
Can you predict what could 
happen? 
Can you break down the 
problem into smaller parts? 
Is there a logical answer? 

Always Start a NEW 
LINE for every step 
of your working out 

4 x 6 = 24 + 3 = 27 - 10 = 17 

4 x 6 = 24  

24 + 3 = 27 

27 - 10 = 17✓
✗

?



What do we offer to help our students with their maths? 

 

❖ Maths Club - Wednesday lunchtimes in M1 with Miss Reed and KS4 helpers 

❖ Accelerated Maths - One hour a fortnight in a computer room dedicated to 

consolidation and intervention (look out for an article in the newsletter about this!) 

Username: 18Lastname or 18LastnameFirstinitial 

Password: ABC 

❖ MyMaths - www.mymaths.co.uk 

MAIN LOGIN 

Username: holmes 

Password: congruent 

PERSONAL LOGIN 

This will be distributed to your child in their maths lesson. 

 

❖ MathsWatch - https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle 

Username: (FirstinitialLastname)@hccs 

Password: 314hccs 

How you can help! 

 

❖ “I can’t do maths”/”I’m rubbish at maths”/“You were born with the maths brain” - 
please don’t say it! Don’t let your child believe that their mathematical ability is 
set, or that their GCSE result is predetermined. ANYONE who works harder, takes 
feedback on board and perseveres will do better. “I can’t do this skill, YET.” 

 
❖ Ask questions to encourage strong communication and justification: How did 

you...? Why...? Is there another way...? Is there a pattern...? I’m not sure how you did 
this, could you explain to me? 

 
❖ Create a culture at home where normal behaviour is to challenge negative 

comments about mathematics and replace them with reasoned positive comments. 
Group belief is an important factor in effecting change.  

 
❖ Encourage Times-Tables practice on a regular basis 

 
❖ Encourage your child to use all the resources we have readily available at school 

and online - they can see any of the maths teachers at break or lunchtime if they 
need help with any homework/classwork. 



Parent’s Guide to 
 Accelerated Maths™ 

         Live
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  

www.renlearn.co.uk | www.renaissance.com.au



Your child will be using Accelerated Maths software for maths practice and tests. This guide is designed to answer your questions 
about Accelerated Maths. If you have additional questions, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or visit the Accelerated Maths 
website at www.renlearn.co.uk.

What is Accelerated Maths?
Accelerated Maths is computer software that helps teachers manage and monitor students’ mathematics practice and mastery. 
Your child completes a daily, personalised assignment. Your child may work on the assignment on a computer or tablet or, if it is a 
paper assignment, your child may enter his or her answers in the software, on a scan card or using NEO 2 or a hand-held Renaissance 
Responder. A review in the software or an individual report shows both the student and teacher which problems the student answered 
correctly and incorrectly. The teacher uses the information in the report to help the student with specific concepts. The software then 
creates the next assignment, including more practice on the concepts with which the student had trouble. 

Students using Accelerated Maths receive individualised 
assignments that challenge them on the skills they need to 
work on most. Because each assignment is personalised, 
students can work together towards a better understanding 
of a maths concept without being able to copy from one 
another.

Teachers working with Accelerated Maths get a computer 
report and can focus on specific problem areas for each 
student. This ensures your child will master those concepts 
and be successful on future assignments.

Students enjoy working on their assignments 
because they move at their own pace and receive 
personalised practice. With their teacher’s help, 
students set targets for themselves and achieve 
them. Best of all, their success makes them realise 
that maths can be fun!

 

Most of the problems in Accelerated Maths are multiple-choice. Could my child  
simply use the process of elimination to get the correct answer?
Answer choices are not random. The incorrect choices for a given problem represent common mistakes for that type of problem. 
A student who tries to solve a problem incorrectly will usually see the incorrect answer and select it. This gives the teacher the 
opportunity to discuss where the student went wrong.

Does my child still have to show his or her work in addition to entering or marking answers?
Absolutely. Students do their work in a maths notebook or on paper assignment sheets. The teacher can then pinpoint any difficulties 
students have in working a problem.

Is this paper-and-pencil method of learning maths old-fashioned?
For learning maths, nothing can replace the practice that students get with the paper-and-pencil method. This hands-on method helps 
students understand how to solve maths problems. It also gives students essential practice on maths skills to ensure mastery of them.
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When my child brings home Accelerated Maths assignments, there are no examples of how to work 
those problems. How can we be sure we are working the problems correctly?
The software generates problem types assigned by the teacher. For many types of problems, there is more than one way to find a 
solution. Many teachers provide notes, a textbook or handouts to show how to complete the assignments.

How does the school determine my child’s maths level?
Teachers determine your child’s maths level in one of three ways: a STAR Maths™ test, a score from a standardised test or by using their 
sound professional judgment based on their knowledge of your child. 

What is a STAR Maths test?
STAR Maths is a computerised maths assessment that uses computer-adaptive technology. Questions continually adjust to your 
child’s responses. If the child’s response to a question is correct, the difficulty level of the next question is increased. If the child misses 
a question, the difficulty level of the next question is reduced. The test uses multiple-choice questions and takes approximately 15 
minutes.  

My child is not good at maths. Can he/she still use Accelerated Maths?
Accelerated Maths helps all students become better in maths, from those with special needs to those who are gifted and talented. 
When children try to solve practice problems at an appropriate level, they experience success. Furthermore, teachers work with 
students to set appropriate targets based on each child’s maths level.

Does using the computer harm the teacher-student connection?
No. Accelerated Maths actually improves the teacher-student connection because it allows teachers to personalise student practice 
and work one-on-one with students when needed. However, Accelerated Maths is not a computer instructional program. Though 
students may enter their answers on a computer or tablet, record them on scan cards or enter them using hand-held Responders or 
NEO 2s, they work through the problems in a maths notebook or on paper. Unlike Integrated Learning Systems that use computers for 
instruction, Accelerated Maths uses the computer to do what it does best—create and mark students’ work and keep track of their daily 
maths practice. As a result, teachers enjoy more personal interaction with students to keep them motivated and excited about learning 
maths.

My child loves computers. Would he or she do better learning maths at the computer?
Actually, no. There is a large body of research which shows that teachers provide better instruction than computers. Accelerated 
Maths puts teachers, not computers, at the centre of learning because learning is a social process and human contact motivates 
achievement—computers do not.  

Are there any results showing the effectiveness of Accelerated Maths?
Yes. A large and growing body of research supports the effectiveness of Accelerated Maths in a wide variety of classroom settings. In 
fact, Accelerated Maths has more published research than any other maths program. 

What kinds of maths problems are available?
Accelerated Maths offers maths content for Year 2 to Year 9 and Key Stage 4. Your child’s teacher will select content containing 
objectives that match his/her students’ current levels.
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How will I know how my child is doing?
As your child completes each assignment, the child either sees a summary of his or her work on a computer or tablet or receives a 
printed TOPS Report. This provides feedback on your child’s understanding of the objectives, and shows cumulative data for the 
marking period and school year. Teachers may send the TOPS Report home with your child. If so, you should review the report, sign it 
and send it back to school.

You can access your child’s Accelerated Maths information in Renaissance Home Connect from any web-enabled computer. You 
must first gain access to the program from the school. Once in the program, you can view your child’s progress towards targets and 
objectives mastered. You can only access information about your child. In addition, your child can open the Accelerated Maths 
software through Renaissance Home Connect to review past work, and if the teacher has set the preference to allow marking, your 
child can complete or mark practices and exercises in the software. Your child may also receive extra practice on maths facts using 
MathsFacts in a Flash™ if your child’s school also has that program.

What if I have more than one child using Accelerated Maths?
The information in the reports is only for the child you choose to view. You must request access to the information for each of your 
children.

What if I have questions about using Renaissance Home Connect?
After logging in, click Help in the upper right-hand corner or contact your child’s school.

Renaissance Home Connect
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