
Curriculum and Assessment Update 

 

Year 9 FAQs 

 

Which grading system will be used? 

A new grading scale that uses the numbers 1–9 to identify levels of performance (with 9 

being the top level) except in D&T subjects. 

Where performance is below the minimum required to pass a GCSE, students will get a U. 

 

 

What constitutes a good pass? 

Under the new grading system, a ‘good pass’ (currently a grade C) will become a grade 5.  

 

What about the English Baccalaureate? 

The English Baccalaureate is not a qualification. However, the current government has 

stated that, in the future, it is their intention that the majority of school children will study what 

they refer to as the core subjects of: Maths, English, Science, either Geography or History 

and a Foreign Language. 

 

What is the response of HCCS? 

The curriculum offer for your child enables them to easily choose the subjects that make up 

the English Baccalaureate. As a school, we are not going to try to persuade them to do so. 

 

How many subjects can my child opt for? 

In addition to the HCCS core curriculum of Maths, English, Sciences and PE, they will 

choose three other subjects from a wide range.  

 

 

Can my child choose any three subjects? 

The optional subjects will be arranged into three blocks and students must choose one 

subject from each block. 

 

 

Are the new GCSEs more difficult? 

The government's stated intention  is to better prepare students for further education and 

employment. It also wants to set expectations which match those of the highest performing 

countries, with rigorous assessment that provides a reliable measure of pupils’ achievement.  

In simple terms - yes.  

 

 

 

 

What has HCCS done to prepare for this? 

All of the HCCS core subjects have had a significantly increased time allocation. All option 

subjects have gained 20% more time to ensure that students are better able to prepare for 

these more rigorous assessments.  

 

How will I know what GCSE grade my child is capable of? 



We know what our students achieved at the end of Primary School. We have carefully 

tracked their progress since then and, by referring to national data, we can see what other 

children have achieved from the same starting point and can, therefore, be confident in our 

target setting.    

 

How will I know what progress my child is making towards his/her targets? 

We will continue to track their progress throughout Year 10 and Year 11 and will issue 

interim reports at regular intervals which will inform you of their progress. 

 

What will HCCS do if they are off track? 

We have a comprehensive and highly effective interventions programme to support learners 

as and when they need it.  

 

Are there any major changes to the GCSE tests and  examinations? 

All of this will be covered at the Year 9 Options Evening (Thursday 3rd December). 

The most important changes are: 

 

● all courses will be examined  at the end of Year 11 and not divided into modules. 

● less coursework - none in English 

● with the exception of maths and science, where there will be foundation and higher 

level papers, all other courses will have common examinations. 

 

 


